
The Weekly Epistle 
TODAY’S ACTIVITIES, DECEMBER 9: 

 

   CHURCH COUNCIL and NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS WILL MEET AT 8:00 A.M. IN THE           

CONFERENCE ROOM.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:30 A.M. ~ WORSHIP AT 10:30 A.M. ~ MEN’S CHOIR AT 2:00 P.M. 
 

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PLAY REHEARSAL FROM 4:00 P.M.-6:00 P.M. IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 

Kathy Ketchie Circle will celebrate Christmas at Chef Santos at 5:00 p.m. today.  

Please bring a $10 gift exchange. 
 

   Youth interested in participating in the 2019 Mission Trip are asked to meet at 6:15 p.m. in the Fellowship 

Hall. 
 

Today is the deadline to order Poinsettias/Luminaries (see pages 7-8) and to sign up for Hope Class. 

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES: 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DEADLINE HAS BEEN MOVED TO MONDAY DUE TO THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY. 

 

Deadline is Monday to contact the church office if you will be attending the Women of Faith Christmas 

Party on Thursday. 
 

Bonnie Bost Circle will meet Monday at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  They will decorate the       

Fellowship Hall Chrismon Tree and clean the kitchen following a Christmas dinner of barbeque, baked 

beans, slaw, potato salad, buns, drinks and deserts.  

 

Melissa Lura Circle will celebrate Christmas at Katie Funderburk’s home with a Family Get Together at 

6:30 p.m. on Monday. 
 

Staff Meeting (Counting Room)………………………………………………………...Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. 

Hope Class (Counting Room)…………………………………………………………...Tuesday at 1:00 p.m. 

Girl Scouts Troop 743 (Fellowship Hall see page 5)…………...……………………...Tuesday at 6:45 p.m. 
 

Bulletin announcement deadline Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Deadline is Wednesday to contact Katie Funderburk if you can provide transportation for the Christmas 

Caroling on Sunday, December 16. 

Deadline is Wednesday to contact the church office if you will be attending the Parish Nurse Gala on        

Sunday, December 16.  This will assist those preparing the food. 
 

Wednesday Evening Service (Sanctuary)...…………………………………….…..Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 

Adult Choir (Music Room)…………………………………………………….…....Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. 

Confirmation (Conference Room)…………………………………………………..Wednesday at 7:15 p.m. 
 

Women of Faith (Cracker Barrel with $5 gift exchange)…………………………….Thursday at 11:00 a.m. 

Lutheran Men (China Grove Family Restaurant - Christmas Party)………………….Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Placing of the Poinsettias will be held on Saturday at 8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  If you are available 

please help the Altar Guild place the flowers around the Sanctuary. 
 

Youth Christmas Play Dress Rehearsal including lunch will be held Saturday from 9:00 a.m.– 12 noon. 

Girl Scout Troop 743 (National Cemetery to lay wreaths)……………………………...Saturday at 12 noon 
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   The CHANCEL FLOWERS are given to the glory of God  in loving memory of Daisy Click Sloop who 

was born 12-6-1879 by her granddaughters Patricia Owens and Barbara Upright. 

NEXT SUNDAY’S ACTIVITIES, DECEMBER 16: 
 

z 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:30 A.M. ~ WORSHIP AT 10:30 A.M. 

Sheep in Heavenly Peace YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM AT 10:30 A.M. (see below article) 
 

PARISH NURSE GALA FOLLOWING WORSHIP IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL (see below article) 

(Please bring canned goods to the Parish Nurse Gala for Rowan Helping Ministries.) 
 

MEN’S CHOIR AT 2:00 P.M. 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING FROM 2:00 P.M.-4:00 P.M. (see page 3) 

Following the Christmas Caroling the youth will enjoy the Denton Christmas Train (see page 5) 
 

Next Sunday is the deadline for: 2019 Acolytes and Crucifers to contact Bethany Whisnant 

and to assist our Girl Scout Troop 743 with the collection of gloves, scarves, and toboggans. 
 

2019 Offering Envelopes will be available to pick up in the Narthex next Sunday (see page 3). 

You are cordially invited to: THE PARISH 

NURSE CHRISTMAS GALA 
Next Sunday, December 16, in the Fellowship 

Hall immediately following Worship. 
 

   The St. Paul's Health Cabinet and Jill         

Earnhardt, RN, FCN, Parish Nurse are            

sponsoring  immediately following Sunday,      

December 16, Worship service a complete meal of 

delicious homemade soups and goodies.   

   Please bring canned goods to the Parish Nurse 

Gala for Rowan Helping Ministries.   

   Please sign up on the Friendship Pads or         

contact the church office if you will be attending 

by  Wednesday, December 12, so that the Health 

Cabinet will know how much to prepare. 

“Sheep in Heavenly Peace” 
Youth Christmas Play on Sunday, December 16 

 

   Every year as the weather begins to grow cold and 

the days a little shorter, we are blessed to have the joy 

of the wonderful Advent and Christmas seasons.  This 

year is no different.  On Sunday, December 16,       

during worship, the youth of St. Paul’s will perform 

“Sheep in Heavenly Peace.”  It’s a zoo out there! 

Bethlehem’s homes and inns may be bursting at the 

seams with travelers for the census, but because of the 

animals they brought with them, the stable is simply 

out of control.  Camels, donkeys and goats up to the 

rafters!  Even the normally-sleepy hillsides are now 

teeming with an abundance of sheep, and Bethlehem’s 

top temp agency must call on their most eager (but 

often-inept) family of workers, the Wooltons to step up 

and answer the call (temporary “staffing” takes on a 

whole new meaning!).  

   What they expect to be an unglamorous assignment 

will soon put them face to face with the angel Gabriel, 

a sky-full of the Heavenly Host, and ultimately the 

Good Shepherd himself—Jesus! This incredibly funny 

and meaningful Christmas musical is sure to entertain 

as well as teach. We invite everyone to attend and  

enjoy our production. The youth are very excited to 

give you your first gift of the season! 

   Congratulations to Chris and Kelsey Charles 

on the birth of a son, Maverick William Charles, 

on Friday, November 30. 

   Maverick is the grandson of Will and Karen 

Charles and great grandson of Harold and Louise 

Eller. 

   A rosebud and vase are on the altar in honor of 

Maverick’s birth by the Lutheran Women. 
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YOUR 2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

   Your 2019 offering envelopes will be placed in 

the Narthex on Sunday, December 16, for you to 

pick up during the Christmas season.  Please do 

not use them before Sunday, January 6, 2019.  

   EACH ENVELOPE WILL BE RENUMBERED 

so you will have a NEW number for 2019.  Please 

make sure to sign your name on the envelope so 

that the appropriate person may be credited.  

Please throw away and do not use any remaining 

2018 envelopes. 

   Your help in picking up your envelopes saves the 

church a great deal of money in postage.  If you see 

the envelopes of relatives or friends that you will be 

seeing over the holidays, then we would appreciate 

your delivering them.  Thank you! 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
 

    Everyone's invited to join the youth on           

Sunday, December 16th, at 2:00 p.m. for 

CHRISTMAS  CAROLING at a few of our local 

nursing homes.  Bring your smiles, loud singing 

voices, and the Joy of the Lord with you, while we 

have a wonderful time sharing the good news of 

Jesus Christ’s birth to the  Community.  Christmas 

snacks and warm beverages will be provided for 

the carolers upon arrival back to the church.  This 

year we will travel by car.  If you are available to 

provide transportation for our members please 

contact Katie Funderburk by Wednesday,      

December 12th. 

   Following refreshments all of the Youth will 

enjoy a Country Christmas Train. 

Friendship Club 
 

   The St. Paul's Friendship Club will meet in the 

Fellowship Hall at 10:30 a.m. on December 20th 

for it's annual CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON and               

fellowship.  Debbie Suggs will cater the meal.  The 

cost of the meal is $10.00 per person. Please make 

your reservation and pay as soon as possible.   

   Also, please bring an inexpensive gift, suitable for 

anyone, to exchange. 

Helen Gordon 

   This month, the Lutheran Men will be providing 

the Bingo at the NC Veteran’s Retirement Home on 

Tuesday, December 18, at 6:30 p.m. 

TURKEYS AND COATS  
 

   Once again Community in Schools are asking for 

volunteers to cook turkeys for a Christmas Meal for 

families who have children in CIS program.  They 

will be available for pick up the afternoon of 

Monday, Dec. 17 in the church picnic shelter refrig-

erator.  They should be cooked and carved and 

placed back in the refrigerator by 8:00 am on         

Friday, Dec. 21. 
   This year they are going to give new coats away to 

children in need of the warmth of a coat.  If you 

would like to donate a coat, I will have a collection 

placed in the Narthex of the church.  I will take 

them up on Thursday, Dec. 20. 

    Please let me know if you can cook a turkey.  

Thanks for helping those in need. 

Susan Bernhardt,704-637-0155 

srbernhardt@carolina.rr.com 

    BULLETIN DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER 

23 AND 30 IS MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, AT 

10:00 A.M. 

   Calling all 4th Graders and Higher, we NEED YOUR help to serve as Acolytes and Crucifers for 2019.  

Please contact Bethany Whisnant by Sunday, December 16, if you are interested in participating and         

learning more.  A Training will be held in January. 

mailto:srbernhardt@carolina.rr.com


LESSONS & CAROLS 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, AT 10:30 A.M. 
 

   Lessons & Carols is based on ancient sources.  The 

first service of this kind in modern times was held in 

Victorian England. Father E.W. Benson, later 

Archbishop of Canterbury and father of E.F. Benson 

who authored the Lucia novels, began the practice of a 

Festival Service of Lessons and Carols in preparation 

for the Christmas Feast, first at Truro Cathedral (1880) 

and later at Canterbury Cathedral. Popularized by re-

cordings from King’s College, Cambridge, this service 

has come to be associated with a traditional celebration 

of Christmas by millions of people throughout the 

world.  Its spirit and content sum up the true spirit of 

the season, while taking us in heart and mind to the 

Christmas celebrations of former times. 

    As we listen Sunday, December 23, during the 

10:30 a.m. worship service to the great music of this 

holiday season, as we sing the familiar hymns of  Ad-

vent and carols of Christmas, let us remember the true 

Spirit of Christmas—that God came among us and 

dwelt among us.  We called His Name Jesus.  It is His 

birth in a stable that we celebrate. A blessed            

Christmas season to you all! 
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Monday, December 24, at 8:00 p.m. 

 

   Christmas is definitely a day worth celebrating 

and giving worship.  In fact, on that first Christ-

mas night, when the angels saw what was                    

happening...they responded with singing the glory 

of the newborn king.  And when the shepherds 

heard what was happening...they responded with                

worship.  Running to go see Jesus and then telling 

everyone they met about what God had done.  And 

when the wise men found out what was                        

happening...they responded with worship.  Coming 

to Christ and bringing the best they had to offer.  

    On Monday, December 24, at 8:00 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary we will hear the Christmas story, and 

now it's our turn to respond.  Tell others about the 

reason for the season, and invite them to our  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 

   The CHURCH OFFICE will be closed            

Tuesday, December 25 - Wednesday, December, 

26, in observance of the Christmas Holiday. 

   The Church Office will also be closed on         

Tuesday, January 1. 

   On Wednesdays, December 26, and January 2, 

we will not have a Wednesday Evening Service. 

YOUR 2018 CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

   All 2018 offerings need to be 

given in the offering plate by        

Sunday, December 30, to be       

included in your 2018 giving.  

   The computers will be reset for the coming year 

on Friday, January 4.  Thank you for your help and 

support in making the year-end transitions. 
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YOUTH NEWS... 

   All Aboard for some Christmas Fun!  Sunday,  

December 16th, after caroling and refreshments all 

Youth and their families are invited to go to ride 

the Christmas Train in Denton, NC.  The train 

travels through Denton to view spectacular       

Christmas lights, and tracks the Nativity of Jesus’ 

birth.  Your  boarding pass will have you leaving 

the St. Paul’s Station at 4:30 pm for an evening 

train ride.  

Katie Funderburk, Director of Youth Ministries 

Youth Schedule 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 
Youth Christmas Play rehearsal at 4:00 p.m. 

 

WEDNESDAYS, DECEMBER 12, & 19 
Confirmation at 7:15 p.m. in Conference Room 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 
Interest meeting for 2019 Mission Trip at 6:15 p.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15 (Lunch provided) 

Youth Christmas Play Dress Rehearsal at 9:00 a.m.  
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 
Deadline for 4th Grade and Higher to contact  

Bethany Whisnant to lead worship as  

2019 Acolytes/Crucifers (Training in January) 
 

Youth Christmas Program at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Christmas Caroling from 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 

All Youth to enjoy Country Christmas Train  

following Caroling. 

Girl Scout Troop 743 News… 
 

   During the month of December the Girls Scouts 

are quite busy.  They will meet for their regularly         

scheduled meeting on Tuesday, December 11, from 

6:45 p.m. –8:00 p.m. 
   A Cookie Training for Parents is Tuesday,       

December 11.  Parents are asked to attend the   

meeting.  Also on December 11 the Girl Scouts will 

celebrate Christmas with a $10 gift exchange.  The 

Daisies will exchange with the Brownies, the         

Juniors with the Cadettes, and the Seniors with the        

Ambassadors. 

   The Girl Scouts will also lay wreaths on          

Saturday, December 15, at the National          

Cemetery at 12 noon.   

    With St. Paul’s support 26 wreaths were         

purchased.  When ordering the wreaths the Girl 

Scouts found out that with the purchase of every 2 

wreaths a third wreath was included free.         

Therefore giving a total of 39 wreaths with 13 

wreaths included free.  Thank you to everyone who 

bought a wreath for the National Cemetery! 

   Girl Scouts will be collecting scarves, toboggans, 

and gloves through Sunday, December 16.  Please 

place your donation in the box located in the          

Narthex. 

   Thank you to everyone who donated for Binns-

Counts Community Center in Virginia.  The youth 

transported 469 of new clothing, toys, and shoes for 

the community.  Also over 20 boxes of clothing,          

blankets, quilts, and toys were donated. 
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Homebound and Long-Term Care: 

Autumn Care: Bonnie Casper 

Genesis: Mary Sherrill 

Laurels of Salisbury: Tommy Webb 

Lutheran Home: Catherine Allison, Kathleen Brown, 

Riley Burton, and Barbara Whisnant 

Other Nursing Home Facilities: Betty Carver (Ivy 

Hall in Georgia), Martha Hopkins (Oak Park), and 

Dico Wilhelm (Five Oaks) 

Home: Lloyd Casper, Edna Chapman, John and 

Louise Cornelison, Barbara Deese, Sonya Eller, Phillip 

Harkey, Ruby Heilig, Jack Hendren, Chuck and Linda 

Hess, Shirley Hoosier, Doug and Susan Lyerly, James 

and Betty Monday, Mike and Joyce Morris, Zelia 

Padgett, Carrie Reavis, Bill Reissner, Carolyn Rufty, 

Oleba Sebastian, Willie Shaver, Dorothy Sherrill,        

Delcie Smith, Walter Smith, Henrietta Tallardy, Jane 

Troutman, Arline Weaver, Polly Webb, Alice          

Williams, and Kathy Yost 

Ministry Partners to remember in Prayer:  

Binns-Counts Community Center  

Food for Thought 

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ 

Lutheran Services Carolinas 

Meals on Wheels 

Rowan Helping Ministries 

Rowan One Church One Child 

Samaritan’s Purse 

Members of St. Paul’s to remember in Prayer:  

Clara Canup - health concerns 

Carina Cottingham - health concerns (no visitors 

please) 

Myralyn Goodman - health concerns 

Jack Hendren - health concerns 

Peyton Holland - blood disorder 

Richard Hughes - health concerns 

Genine Miller - health concerns 

Oleba Sebastian - recovering from stroke at home 

(no visitors for at least 2 weeks please) 

Dottie Stancil - health concerns 

Barbara Upright - health concerns 

Helen Wagoner - health concerns 

Polly Webb - recovering from surgery 

Joyce Wilhelm - health concerns 

Alice Williams - health concerns 
 

Friends of St. Paul’s to remember in Prayer:  

Dustin Chapman - Catawba Student/Adult Choir 

member, health concerns 

Delinda Chilson - daughter-in-law of David and 

Carole Chilson, recovering from a stroke 

Catie Critchfield - great granddaughter of Ed and      

Betty Niedens, heart issues 

Gary Hinson - son of Wayne and Bonnie Hinson,  

recovering from heart related surgery 

Luke Austin Howard - grandson of Larry and Leilani 

Watson, recovering from a stroke 

Angie Laney - health concerns 

Lynn Lindsay - brother-in-law of Rick Murphy, health 

concerns 

Eddie Mault - friend of Rick Murphy, health concerns 

Elizabeth Tancordo - niece of Bill and Linda 

Behrendt, health concerns 

Pat Wiles - mother of Elaine Bowles, recovering from 

heart surgery 

Brian Wilhelm - brother of Kim Wilhelm, recovering 

from heart surgery 

   RHM items for December are: cake mixes, bags 

of rice, canned meat, canned vegetables, canned 

soups, toilet paper, Kleenex, and Spam.  Thank you 

all for your continued support and ministry!  The 

shelves are bare and needs are plenty. 

Note: We strive to list the prayer requests and names        
correctly.  If a correction is needed or you would like a name 

removed or added please contact the church office.  In an 
effort to keep the list current, we will update/remove prayer 

requests on a monthly basis. 



ORDER FORM FOR LUMINARIES 
 

   It is time to beautify our church outside for Christmas with our beautiful Luminaries.  If you 

would like to sponsor one of our Luminaries please fill out the form below and return to the church 

office in the offering plate or by mail.  You may make a memorial or honor gift. 

   Please make all checks payable to: ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH.   

   All funds will go to the St. Paul’s Youth. 
 

 

In Honor of _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

In Memory of____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

By: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Given: $_________ (any amount given is appreciated) 

 

DEADLINE: Sunday, December 9 
 

A Luminary booklet will be available during the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 
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ORDER FORM FOR POINSETTIAS 
 

   It is time to order poinsettias to beautify our church for Christmas.  The cost per plant is $11.00 

(6 inch pot wrapped). 

   Please fill out the information below if you would like to purchase a poinsettia or designate a gift 

in lieu of a poinsettia.  Make all checks  payables for Poinsettias to: ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH.  Orders may be placed in the offering plate, turned in to the church office, or mailed in 

by December 9. 

 

 

In Honor of _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

In Memory of____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

By: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TOTAL NUMBER OF POINSETTIAS GIVEN: _________ 
 

AMOUNT GIVEN FOR POINSETTIAS: $ _________ 
 

   IN LIEU OF POINSETTIAS you may make a memorial or honor gift to the General Fund,  

Improvement Fund, Youth, or any other area of St. Paul's ministry.  Please make all checks             

payable to: ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH.  Clearly mark the desired fund and turn in the order 

form as directed above. 

 

FOR:___________________________________________________________________________ 

(Name of Fund to receive gift.) 

 

 

In Honor of _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

In Memory of____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

By: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Amount Given In Lieu of Poinsettias: $_________ 
 

DEADLINE: Sunday, December 9 
 

__Yes __No    I plan to pick up my poinsettias after the Christmas Eve Service  

or Sunday, December 30. 

[All poinsettias left after Sunday, December 30, will be removed or given away.] 
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