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Sunday

The Triumphal Entry
The Scriptures

Matthew 21:1-11

Mark 11:1-11 

Luke 19:28-40 

John 12:12-19 

Zechariah 9:9

Matthew 21:9 

2 Samuel 16:1-4

The Sermon

Luke 19:29-40

 

The Triumphal or Palm Sunday story appears in _______  _______of the Gospels.  In some

ways, the accounts are a _________________ between the ______________ of the Israelites,

and the coming of a _______ and _________________ understanding of the truth of God. 

Each of the four gospels portray the triumphal entry similarly, but, not completely the same.  

 

For example, in the gospel of Mark the author was inspired to point out that Jesus would

_________________ the donkey when He was done with it, the other gospels let the reader

use their understanding of hospitality to draw that conclusion.  The gospels of Matthew and

John quote Zechariah 9:9.

 

The gospels of Mark and John point out the leafy branches (Mark) and Palm branches

(John), why, because the gospels were written as both an account for all, but also a different

____________________.  
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As we read Luke’s account of the triumphal entry, we understand that Jesus gave

____________________ to the disciples concerning the ____________ He was going to ride on

as He entered Jerusalem.  The reason for the use of the ______________ instead of a ________

__________   _______________ can be understood when we look back to David.  In 2 Samuel,

Ziba--a servant of David’s son Mephibosheth, who was in Jerusalem while David was in exile

because of Absalom, who believed the kingdom would be returned to him, not David--

brought David two donkeys with provisions on them, and when David asked Ziba what the

donkeys were for, Ziba said they were for the king’s household to ride.  (2 Samuel 16:1-4)

 

Basically, Jesus rode the _______________ to establish that He was the ___________________

of ______________ and had the correct ____________________ to become the ___________,

and as the prophet Zechariah said, it had to be one on which nobody had ever sat, and thus

establishing the fact that He is indeed the _____________________.

 

We also see the crowd that literally followed Jesus from Mt. Olivet--The Mount of Olives.  Why

was there such a crowd?  Most theologians believe that much of the crowd was made up of

the folks who believed in Jesus, because they had seen Him raise _______________ from the

dead, and for them it was the final ___________________ establishing Jesus as

____________.  And so, they depart from the normal somber __________________ of

___________________ when a leader arrives and begin to ______________ Him as He enters

Jerusalem singing-- “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven

and glory in the highest!”--Luke 19:38.

 

The people in the story… most of them had no real ______________________ about what

Jesus had come to do, in fact...His own disciples did not really understand either. 

John 12:16-19

 

As we read further, the ______________   _____________ tried to stop their ________________

by asking Jesus to tell them to ______________ them for making such a ________________,

and Jesus responds --He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry

out.”--Luke 19:40.  

 

The problem is, the disciples and crowd were doing this as a _________________  _____  ___

______________ directed to Jesus, they did not have time to look at the way things were

“supposed to be done,” rather, they followed the ______________ of the _______  _________.    

 

Remember that in Galatians, Paul repeatedly reminds the church that we can’t rely on

_________________ of the law to save us, but instead must look to the _____________.   
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We must realize that the __________________ the Israelites were unknowingly celebrating

on that donkey was the ______________________  ___  _____   ____  and the ___________

_____________________ that would truly save those who believe from their sins and restore

us all to ____________________________  and a ___________________________ with God.

 

Unfortunately, this speaks to where so many churches are now. We are so set on our

tradition and how we have always done things that we fail to allow the Spirit to lead us.

 

Years ago, it was called a _______________ war, but that’s not actually what I believe it is.  I

believe it’s a ___________________ war.  There are people who prefer a particular __________

of church worship. That is self-worship.  That’s about _______________________  your own

_____________  _______________________ about what church should look like or sound like.  

 

These self-worshipers go to the church leadership and they ________________.  It often

sounds something like, “Church should be … or we should be singing … or they should act …” 

And it becomes exactly what the ___________________ said to Jesus.  “Teacher, ___________

your ___________________...” and Jesus responds … “I tell you that if they don’t _____________

My Father in Heaven … then the very ____________ beneath our feet will _______   ______  in

praise and worship because He is ________________ of nothing less.”

 

It is my ________ in every worship service to _____________ the __________  _________ of

God, to proclaim ______  _______________ in our lives, and to see Him __________________

above ALL others.  To do anything less than worship the One True God is to _______________

the church on the __________ of ___________________  ______________________________.  

 

Churches must never stop worshipping God, but the style of worship can change and adapt

and move through time.  Psalms 96 verse 1 says “O sing to the Lord ___  _______  _________”

The Bible literally tells us to sing a ______ song to the Lord.  We cannot let our worship grow

___________ and _______________________. 

 

Ask a 14-year-old what it means to sing “Here I raise mine Ebenezer.” - if you’re lucky they’ll

have seen Muppets Christmas Carol and mention Scrooge.  

Ask a 4-year-old if they know how to sing the song “Have Thine Own Way, Lord” 

 

Ask an older member of the congregation if they know who Crowder is. 

 

A church's _____________  ___________________ is that form of worship that gives the

worshiper a ___________  ____  ______________________. When we __________ our personal

preferences on the worship service, we _______________________ say “you matter less”, and

“we expect you to conform to us.” If we become ____________________ and unable to allow

for the  __________________  _____________, then, we are refusing to allow the younger  
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generations to have a __________ in worship.  If we become _____________  _____ in pushing

forward all new music, then, we are refusing to allow the older generations to feel

___________________________  joining their voices in worship.  And the ________________ in

both cases is the same -- we _________________ them and leave them ___________________

and thinking that in order to be involved in their worship language, they must ____________

and attend elsewhere. Therefore, we blend our worship services to ensure that there is

something for everyone during worship - to make sure that everyone experiences that sense

of belonging to our church family.

 

Finally, I want to touch on the ______________ of worship.  Historically, in Jesus’s time, only

the men were __________________ to worship in the temple.  The women could only

worship ________________.  

 

In early America, the colonial churches had _____________ pews and the family shared a

______________ that they purchased and carried back and forth with them to worship.  They

were ___________________ to sit __________________ in the pew.  Even in my parents’

generation, church members were expected to sit quietly, ladies crossed their legs at the

ankle, and placed their hands in their laps.  

 

Let’s see what the Bible says…  In our scripture today the worshipers ________________ palm

branches.  In Exodus 15 after the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, Moses’s sister Miriam, “took a

tambourine in her hand, and all the women went out after her with tambourines and

_________________.  And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed

gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.”  

 

Multiple places in Genesis and Exodus say, “And they _________  ________  _________  and

worshiped.” 

 

In 2 Samuel 6, David dances and worships the Lord wearing little more than a ____________. 

King Saul’s daughter sees him and ___________________ him heavily for it calling him

_________________________.  And the Lord ___________ her for her _____________________.  

 

And there are still criticisms in churches today. Through my life, I have often heard “That’s

just all for show.” when someone raises their hands in worship.  

 

Church, please, listen to me and listen to the __________________.  The Pharisees said

“Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” and He replied “I WILL NOT. For if they do not worship, then

the very ROCKS WILL CRY OUT!”  

 

Church, do not hinder _____________! Do not hinder the ________ ___________ moving in

our midst! 
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Reflection...

 

I believe that the church is at a critical crossroads.  I think the coronavirus has brought us to

our knees as a church - not Berea Baptist, but the ________________  ______________.  We

are unable to meet in person in groups.  We are unable to have traditional church services. 

It’s been weeks, and it may still be weeks before we can.

 

Are we going to come to the church on this other side of this virus ______________________

and with great ____________________ or are we going to go back to business as usual with

our strict, regimented, “We can’t offend anyone” subdued worship?

 

Personally, I think I’m going to want to cry out in praise and worship of the One who kept

us safe, the One who delivered us back to one another, the One who gave us Jesus, and the

One who will NEVER ____________ US OR ___________________ US.  

To God be the Glory forever and ever…

Have you thought about what church worship might look like on that first Sunday back

in His House?  Have you pictured it in your mind?

 

 

 

 

 

 

Has God prepared your heart for something more or different than before this time of

quarantine and social distancing?

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you prayed and asked Him how He wants your life to change after all of this?  Have you

asked Him if there is something different that He wants from you?


