
Calvary Christian School
5955 Taylor Mill Road, Covington, KY

Middle & High School 
Dress Code Policy



GENERAL PHILOSOPHY

Because of the wide differences in backgrounds and spiritual preferences/convictions,
acceptance and cooperation are very important. The standard of dress at Calvary Christian
School is designed to reflect the MNM principle: modesty, neatness, and moderation. Our desire
is that the dress code be one that contributes to a distinctive Christian education and promotes
an effective learning environment. Our dress codes are designed to promote a high level of
personal character and appearance.

It is important to understand that if we do not allow a particular article/style of clothing or dress,
we are not saying the item is wrong to wear at other times – just not to school. Our dress code is
not designed to support or encourage the latest fashion trends and fads. This means that
clothing bought at some of the popular clothing stores may not meet CCS standards.

Decisions regarding clothing choices are, at times, very complex. Because styles change
frequently, we cannot anticipate and cover every possible fashion style ahead of time.
Developing a dress code that is all-encompassing is nearly impossible. In all dress code issues,
the administration reserves the right to make the final decision on the appropriateness of
clothing and appearance. The administration and Executive Committee also reserves the right
to make adjustments to the dress code should the need arise.

We recognize that families, and sometimes school officials,interpret the dress code in a different
manner. We realize that consistency and fairness are vital to having an effective dress code.
Yet, there is a grave danger in giving the impression that externals are more important than
internals (“the hidden man of the heart” – I Peter 3:4). We desire, with your help, to let our young
people know that “who” you are is most important.

Please try to understand and apply the following thoughts regarding the dress code:
● We desire that our students reflect the best possible image of our school and of the Lord.
● We desire NEATNESS in the dress of our student body.
● We want to emphasize the principle of MODESTY.
● A student’s dress should not draw undue attention to him/herself.
● Girls are to dress as girls and boys are to dress as boys. (i.e. Spirit Week and all other

student activities included)
● We ask the parents to take responsibility for ensuring their student(s) complies with the

dress code.
● Because styles change rapidly, we cannot cover every clothing possibility.
● Each student’s appearance will be judged on an individual basis.
● The administration will make the final decision on the appropriateness of a student’s

dress and appearance.
● Students violating the code will be dealt with as privately as possible. If necessary, the

student may be sent home to change or not be allowed to attend class until a change of
clothing can be made available. Students should not expect to be continually warned
about Dress Code Violations.



DRESS CODE GUIDELINES

Calvary Christian School currently utilizes the Schoolbelles Company and Lands’ End as our
exclusive uniform providers. In addition to the approved Schoolbelles and Lands’ End
selections, spirit wear may also be purchased from the bookstore or other approved vendors.

Other clothing options will be covered throughout this section.
● Tennis shoes, casual shoes, or dress shoes may be worn to school. Secondary girls may

also wear “dress” style sandals to school. House slippers, soccer slides, flip-flop style
sandals, or overly casual sandals (such as Crocs or Croc type shoes) may NOT be worn
to school with regular uniform.

● Only girls may wear earrings. Other body piercings are not acceptable, unless approved
by the CCS administration.

● Clothing with logos, advertisements, or pictures associated with non-Christian values
may not be worn to school. Decisions regarding clothing of this nature are at the
discretion of the administration.

● Clothing, hairstyles, make-up, etc. that would identify with punk, rock, gothic, grunge, or
other youth subcultures deemed inappropriate may not be worn. This is at the discretion
of the administration.

● Hats should not be worn in the building, unless permission has been granted by the
Student Activities Principal.

UNIFORM DRESS CODE GUIDELINES

CCS requires all students to wear uniforms supplied by the Schoolbelles Company and/or
Lands’ End.

NORMAL SCHOOL DAY

Uniform requirements for 7th-12th grade girls (please refer to the Schoolbelles catalog or the
Lands’ End catalog for the specific CCS clothing choices):

● Skirts must come completely to the knee. This applies throughout the school year.
● Capri’s, shorts, or pants. These items must be purchased from Schoolbelles or Lands’

End. All shorts must come to the knee.
● Girls may wear leggings under their skirts and they must be solid grey, black or navy.

Girls may not wear striped, patterned or any other solid colored leggings. Leggings must
not contain sheer panels. Fishnet stockings and similar type stockings are not allowed
with normal uniform nor with Cougar Friday dress or any other casual day.

● Red, white, gold, gray or black knit shirt with CCS logo. This shirt may be banded (can
be worn untucked) or the traditional cut (which must be tucked in).

● To ensure a modest appearance, appropriate underclothing must be worn and not be
visible while standing or sitting.



Uniform requirements for 7th-12th grade boys (please refer to the Schoolbelles catalog and the
Lands’ End catalog for the specific CCS clothing choices):

● Red, white, gray or black knit shirt with logo.
● Pants, cargo pants, shorts and cargo shorts. All shorts must come to the knee. Uniform

standards for all 7th-12th grade students:
● Traditional shirts must be tucked in at all times. Students may wear the elastic banded

shirts that are designed to be worn untucked.
● Approved sweaters or pullovers may be worn. Students must wear a uniform shirt

underneath.
● Spirit-wear may also be worn as outerwear. Spirit-wear is defined as CCS logo-wear

(e.g., jackets, hoodies, fleece wear, etc.) sold or approved by the administration.
Students should wear a uniform shirt underneath spirit-wear.

● Belts must be worn with pants, shorts, or Capri’s having belt loops.
● T-shirts, turtlenecks, or other pullover style shirts worn under uniform shirts cannot have

any writing or graphics that are visible (including through the uniform shirt).
● Jackets or non-uniform outerwear may not be worn during the school day.

COUGAR FRIDAY

Every Friday will be a Cougar Friday. On Cougar Friday, students may wear a t-shirt or hoodie
related to a CCS activity. These items include CCS team shirts, CCS club shirts, CCS field trip
or class trip shirts, CCS uniform shirts, etc.

● Uniform shirts with the CCS logo may also be worn on casual days.
● In addition to jeans and jean Capris, girls may wear any uniform selection bottom.

Uniform shorts may also be worn on casual days. Athletic wear and nylon, spandex,
sweat suit material, etc. may not be worn. Girls may not wear non-uniform skirts,
jumpers, dresses, or skorts, with the exception of maxi skirts.

● In addition to jeans and shorts, boys may wear any uniform selection bottom. Shorts may
be made of khaki material and must be similar in length to the uniform shorts sold by
Schoolbelles. Athletic wear and nylon, spandex, sweat suit material, jean shorts, etc.
may not be worn.

● Jeans must be in good repair, having no holes, no torn or ragged hems, and no ragged
edges. Jeans cannot be tight fitting and must be modest. Bibs, overly faded, or oversized
jeans are not allowed. Jean Capris are acceptable for girls.

● T-shirts may be worn untucked.
● All guidelines related to modesty must be followed.
● Casual days are considered a privilege. Students not adhering to the uniform,

non-uniform, or casual day guidelines may lose the privilege of participating in future
casual days.

● Shirts or outerwear from church events or church student ministries are not allowed as
spirit wear.

● Spirit wear shirts or outerwear must be purchased at CCS from the Cougar store, a
school organization, or the CCS athletic department. Spirit wear that is homemade or



purchased from a place other than the above listed places, must be approved by CCS
administration before it is allowed to be worn on Cougar Fridays or any other designated
casual day.

COGRO WEDNESDAY

Every Wednesday students are allowed and encouraged to wear shirts that represent their
Cogro.

● Cogro shirts worn by a student must be from their current Cogro and not from a former
Cogro, another Cogro different from their current Cogro, a sibling’s former Cogro, a
former classmate’s former Cogro, etc.

● Shirts other than uniform shirts worn on Wednesdays must be Cogro shirts and not any
other spirit wear. Athletic shirts, Club shirts, event shirts, etc. may not be worn on
Wednesdays. Only uniform shirts or Cogro shirts are allowed as in dress code shirts.

Each year, most MS/HS CoGro’s order a t-shirt or sweatshirt for their CoGro. All CoGro shirts
must meet the following guidelines and be approved by all MS/HS principals.

CoGro Shirt Color:
Must be one of these five colors:

● Red
● Gold or Yellow
● White
● Black
● Gray

All Print and Pictures on CoGro Shirt:
Must be one of these five colors:

● Red
● Gold or Yellow
● White
● Black
● Gray

All photographs on shirts must be printed in black and white.

Requirements for what is on the CoGro Shirt:
MUST be on the CoGro Shirt:

● Calvary Christian School or CCS or Official CCS
● Crest or Official CCS Cougar Head
● Teacher’s name, including title (Miss, Mrs., Mr.)
● Red or Gold/Yellow must be on the shirt

Suggested for the CoGro Shirt:
● Year



● School year’s theme verse or CCS Honor Code
● Student’s names in the CoGro

NON-UNIFORM DRESS CODE GUIDELINES

While uniforms will be required on most school days, there will be days on which students are
allowed to wear non-uniform clothing. Our goal on non-uniform days is to reflect modesty,
neatness, and moderation. On non-uniform days that are not identified as a “Cougar day”, the
following dress code guidelines will apply:

All Students:
● Dress slacks/pants must be neat, clean in appearance, not torn or unreasonably tight or

baggy, and not dragging the floor (no jeans, sweat pants, any athletic wear, etc. ). Only
uniform shorts are allowed for boys or girls.

● Shirts/tops must be neat, clean, and modest. Shirts may have a small, chest-type
manufacturer’s logo. T-shirts are not allowed.

● Clothing with logos, advertisements, or pictures associated with non-Christian values is
not acceptable.

● Students attending school events (outside of school hours, which includes Play Week)
must follow the principles of modesty and neatness. The guidelines listed above for
non-uniform or casual days must be followed.

● On Chapel days, students are allowed to wear a shirt representing their Cogro. The shirt
does not have to be tucked in. Students may not wear Cogro shirts from older siblings,
or siblings who have graduated, and are not members of their current Cogro.

Girls:
● Clothing may not be tight fitting, cut too low, or be made of revealing fabrics. Girls are

NOT allowed to wear leggings as pants.
● Tops must be long enough to prevent the midriff, back, or undergarments from showing.

This applies to when a student is standing or sitting.
● All skirts/dresses must come ALL the way to the knee.

GYM CLASS
Students are required to wear a CCS shirt and athletic shorts. All athletic shorts must come to
the knee.

FORMAL DRESS
Formal Dress applies to Sports Game Days, Sports or Academic Meet Days or other days that
“Formal Dress” has been approved:



Girls:
a. Dress slacks – no jeans or khakis
b. Maxi skirts or Maxi dresses
c. All tops must meet CCS guidelines – see “Non-Uniform Dress Code Guidelines”

Guys:
a. Dress slacks - no jeans or khakis
b. Dress shirt - button down, collared dress shirt
c. Tie
d. Jacket – optional

BANQUET DRESS GUIDELINES

All students attending any CCS banquet are expected to adhere to the following dress
guidelines. This also applies to any person attending a CCS banquet with a CCS student.

ALL YOUNG MEN are expected to wear a jacket and tie, a jacket and band–collar shirt, or a
tuxedo, as is appropriate for formal or semi-formal events. Jeans and other casual wear are not
appropriate, (No jacket is required for Homecoming.)

ALL YOUNG LADIES are permitted to wear dressy pantsuits or dresses that meet the following
criteria:

1. The neckline may not reveal any cleavage or any part of the cleavage area, which
includes the underarm all the way across to the other underarm (cannot cut in at the
arms to expose any breast area).

2. The back of the dress should not be lower than midback, as interpreted by the Guidance
Counselor. Please see the Guidance Counselor for questions/approval prior to the event.

3. The hem of the dress must come all the way to the knee.
4. Any part of the body of the dress, including the straps of the dress may not be

see-through, whether transparent, translucent, loosely knit or clear (straps). The dress
must have at least one strap – no strapless dresses are permitted.

5. There may be no cutout sections in the body of the dress.
6. The dress should fit comfortably; it should not be too tight (no undergarments should be

able to be seen through the dress and the dress should not “ride up” as you walk).

*NOTE: For THEMED EVENTS, students may dress in appropriately themed attire, but all
clothing must still be within the above CCS Dress Guidelines. If you choose not to “theme
dress”, follow the guidelines above for your attire. The CCS administration reserves the right to
make final decisions on the appropriateness of attire. It is always appropriate and highly
recommended to bring in your attire for pre-approval to avoid disciplinary action.



**If you are taking someone that does not attend CCS, you MUST get a Banquet Guest
Attendance form from the office for your guest to have filled out by his/her school principal. They
will not be able to attend our event unless the form is turned in to CCS one week prior to each
event.


