
MESSAGE DISCUSSION GUIDE | MAY 10

A TRIBUTE TO MOMS | DEUTERONOMY 5:16

This guide is best used in conversation with other 
family or friends or in a Connect Group. 

The message began by sharing Dr. David 
McKnight’s tribute to his dying mother.  What did 
you learn from his example? 

As you feel comfortable doing so, tell us about your 
Mom. What is/was she like?  What are three 
positive memories you have about your Mom? 

In what ways is honoring your mom easy?  In what 
ways is it difficult? 

Why do you think God commands us to honor our 
parents? (Deuteronomy 5:16) 

In what ways have you found that your relationship 
with your parents affects your relationship with 
others? 

Do you agree with Deuteronomy 5:16, that honoring 
your parents leads to a longer life?  Why would 
God include that in this commandment? 

Read Deuteronomy 5:16, Exodus 20:12, and 
Ephesians 6:1-3 aloud.  What consistent themes do 
you notice in these passages? 

Consider using Dennis Rainey’s steps below to 
write a tribute to your mom. 

Six Steps to Giving a Tribute to Your Parents from 
“The Tribute and the Promise” by Dennis Rainey 

• Prepare your heart 
• Create a memory list 
• Organize your material 
• Write the tribute 
• Frame the tribute 
• Present the tribute to your Mom (consider 

doing it in front of your own children) 

What’s one action step God gave you from this 
message?  Are there any applications for your dad?

At Salem, we believe that the 
home is the key to developing 
in our faith.  During this time 
when we are not meeting on 

campus, we want to continually 
offer more resources to equip 

our church family as faith 
trainers in the home. 

Please take a picture of your 
family worshipping together 
and post it to social media 

using the hashtag 
#Salem@Home. 

Make sure you follow us on 
social media: 

Facebook  
Instagram 

Vimeo 

Quotes from Today’s Message 
“I have heard and read enough 

stories to recognize that 
something mysterious happens 
in men and women who reach 
out through a Tribute to honor 
their parents. Perhaps this is 
because the act of honoring 
demands that we initiate and 
give. It is indeed significant 

whenever a forty-five-year-old 
business executive reveals that 

honoring his parents helped him 
to develop an identity as a man 
and to feel like an adult for the 

first time in his life.”  
– Dennis Rainey 

SUGGESTED RESOURCE:  
“Caring for Your Aging Parents:  

When Love Is Not Enough” 
by Barbara Deane
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