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R E F R A M I N G  
P E A C E

Surely, he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet
we considered him punished by God, stricken by him,
and afflicted.
 
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought
us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
 
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has
turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
 
Isaiah 53:4-6
 

W R I T T E N  B Y  J O H N  &  L Y N D E L L E  L U E C K I N G

Isn’t it ironic how our Lord and Savior chose suffering and heartache to show us peace and
forgiveness?  Since the death of our oldest son Andrew in 2015, God has revealed to us that through
the ultimate sacrifice of God’s only son, we are blessed with peace, salvation and healing. I (Lyndelle)
remember that day very vividly, as I expect I will forever, when the doctor told me my 24-year-old
son had passed away.  I remember thinking and saying over and over “what are we going to do?”  
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R E F L E C T I O N
Q U E S T I O N S

 
Is there currently an area of
your life where you are not
experiencing peace?
 
How can you be a light in the
darkness for someone right
now?
 
Are you sharing your walk
with Jesus with others so
they can experience the
same unconditional love and
peace that you've
experienced?
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“I don’t know what to do!” God knew what to do and He held my hand the entire way. He gave me
the strength to make decisions that no mother should have to make.  He kept me calm when I had
to call family and friends with the devastating news.  And He gave me a voice when I had to fight
with the hospital to wait until John arrived seven hours later to say goodbye to his son.  On the
worst day of our lives and for all the days since then, God has revealed Himself in beautiful ways;
He has been steadfast and faithful and He has blessed us with a perspective and an understanding
of His love, the gift of peace through his promises and “by his wounds, we are healed." 
 

G O D  K N E W  W H A T  T O

D O  A N D  H E  H E L D  M Y

H A N D  T H E  E N T I R E  W A Y

For some of us, the holidays are not a joyous time and the word PEACE doesn’t come to mind
when you are dealing with difficult family situations, grieving the empty chair at the dinner table
or feeling alone and hopeless.  God did not promise that we would have a life without struggle
and pain, but He did promise us that through our pain, we will find strength and hope and that He
will use us as beacons of light for those who are broken and lost.   
 
We will be in prayer for the church and our church family this Christmas season. We pray for the
Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with love for others so that we all may find hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ.   We also pray that God will make us instruments of peace and goodwill throughout this
holiday season and always.  Amen
 
 

*See reflection questions on page one

God takes tragedies and suffering, and He presses on us in ways that at the time seem almost
unfair and impossible to handle.   But in this, He is using our stories and our experiences to be a
light for others who are walking through dark times.  How can you be a light in the darkness for
someone right now?  Are you sharing your walk with Jesus with others so they can experience the
same unconditional love and peace that you've experienced?
 


