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I spent some time looking through how the world defines (or tries to define) Love. It is
both comical and sad. A simple internet search will bombard you with attempted
definitions and explanations for most any situation.
 
EXAMPLES VARY:

W R I T T E N  B Y  L O U I E  L O D E S

People use the word love to describe how they love their children, their spouse, their pets, and their
favorite food. They use it to describe their most "loved" sports team or desired vehicle or home. (I
would LOVE to have...) 
 
The Greek language has 7 main words describing the different aspects of what we would refer to as
love in today's world. 
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E-Harmony boils it down to "chemistry, commitment, infatuation, and compatibility."
Wikipedia reads that love is "both a positive and a negative."  (SAY WHAT???)
The Beatles will tell you "love is all you need."  Tina Turner would ask:  "What's love got to do with
it?"  And Haddaway when asking "what is love?" would respond with "baby don't hurt me."
The dictionary defines love as "an intense feeling of deep affection."  As simplistic as that is, I think
this accurately describes how the vast majority of the world sees "love."

Eros:  physical/sexual love
Philia:  platonic/friendship love
Storge:  kinship/familiarity love (parenst and children)

Ludos:  playful/flirtations love (courtship)
Pragma:  commitment/enduring love
Philautia:  selfish/self centered love

And then of course...
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Agape:  Selfless Love.  This is a love of esteem, of evaluation.  Agape love has the idea of prizing,
but not for the worth of the thing loved.  It is the noblest word for love in the Greek language.

When The Bible speaks of Love in the New Testament, it is most often the word "Agape" that is being
translated.  Agapē is not kindled by the merit or worth of it’s object, but it originates in it's own God-given
nature. It delights in giving. This love keeps on loving even when the loved one is unresponsive, unkind,
unlovable, and unworthy. A curious fact is that there are only a few known occurrences of this word "Agape"  
outside of the bible. In other words, this word was not used very often outside God's own Word. 
 
This word is so rare that even when the Greeks, in writing their own mythology didn't use this word to
describe their own gods. That type of Love had very little application in the ancient man's experience and
therefore was hardly ever used.  But, It is used 320 times inside the New Testament. "Agape"  This is the
Love of God.
 
So then, what does God's own Word have to say about Love?

1 Corinthians 13:2-5  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have
a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and give
over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
 
John 15:12 Jesus says, "My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you."
 
1Peter 4:8  Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.
 
1 Corinthians 13:13  And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
 
1John 4:9-11 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the
world so that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
  
When our Lord speaks of love it is not a request, it is a command. It is a selfless direct act of the
will, directed and powered by the Holy Spirit to everyone around us, never considering the worthiness
or readiness of the person receiving it. It is supposed to be our defining characteristic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So let's pray for our church, for our community, and for each other. Let's pray for the courage and
humility to share and show Christ to those around us; to those in our homes, at our places of work
and our places of leisure.  God is Love. We are here to show God to the rest of the world. Let's start
with our church and let's show Him to each other, and then let's show Him to Belleville, IL. 
 

WHEN OUR LORD SPEAKS OF LOVE IT  IS

NOT A REQUEST,  IT  IS  A COMMAND


