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R E F R A M I N G  
H O P E
The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; 
a light has dawned  on those living in the land of darkness…
For a child will be born for us, 
a son will be given to us, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. 
He will be named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 
The dominion will be vast, and its prosperity will never end. 
He will reign on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, 
to establish and sustain it 
with justice and righteousness from now on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord of Armies will accomplish this.”
(Isaiah 9:2, 6-7).
 

W R I T T E N  B Y  C R I S T A  C R A W F O R D

Isaiah’s prophecy offers so much hope. For the people in Isaiah’s time who humbled themselves before the
Lord, it was a stark contrast from the warnings in Isaiah 1-8 of God’s wrath and coming judgment against
Israel and Judah. Many people walked in arrogance and disobedience and turned their backs on God. Dark
times were coming, yet for those who followed God, great hope was coming, too.
 
It almost feels like Isaiah read the descriptions of arrogance and disobedience from our daily newspapers or
listened to the current events from our nightly news stories. We are living in these same times. Yet among
Isaiah’s warnings and future predictions of darkness, he spoke of hope in a coming Savior, a Wonderful
Counselor, our Mighty God, an Eternal Father, and Prince of Peace.
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R E F L E C T I O N
Q U E S T I O N S
Sometimes the storms of our
circumstances seem strong but are
really only a shadow. Is there
something currently happening in
your life that is distracting you
from the powerful hope you have
in Jesus?
 
If so, in what ways can you lay this
at His feet and fully experience the
hope He offers?
 
At Christmas, the hope we have in
the birth of Christ is lost on our
friends and loved ones who don't
believe. If it were like a present to
be opened, who in your life would
you give this hope in Jesus to this
Christmas?



When we walk in a valley with the shadows stretching out their arms to consume us, where are we putting
our hope? In something circumstantial or temporal? Shadows create an image much larger than the actual
object. From the right angle, a mouse looks like a lion and only Jesus’ light scatters the lies and reveals the
truths. The hope Jesus supplies is active, alive, and perfect. Our hope is in an eternity we don’t deserve and in
a Savior who will never desert us. We just need to be willing to hold His hand and accept His gift of hope no
matter what storms may come. 
 
So, during this Advent season, we can remember where our hope is and in whom our hope lives. Let’s not
treat hope as a game of tug-and-war but as a guarantee in the One who grew too big for a manger and
defeated death. He is our light and life, a comfort in times of trouble, a Savior who took our place on the
cross, and in this truth, we should have great hope. 
 
                                                                                                                 
 

Our human understanding and definition of hope is a finicky thing.
We often use it temporally and circumstantially. “I hope I get that
job,” “I hope you feel better,” “I hope my turkey is edible,” or “I’ll
cross my fingers and hope for the best.” Hope to us is full of
formulas and what-if’s and uncertainties. We tend to use hope in
such a way that failure is always a possibility. It’s an unwanted
shutting of a door we desperately tried to prop open. Hope and
disappointment tend to play tug-of-war, and we are either conquerors
or victims to whichever wins.
 
I am guilty as anyone of fearing the storms swirling ahead or living
in a past I’m struggling to accept as forgiven. I wish and will
myself to do better and be better only to fail repeatedly. I think of
Jesus sleeping through the storms threatening to capsize His boat.
His hope is in something greater than any circumstance to the
point He could relax even in a storm. I’m tired of being the one
trying to save myself, screaming and throwing buckets of water
over the edge, and wondering how Jesus could sleep through my
fears, aren’t you?
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For Isaiah, this will happen in the future. For us, we don’t need to look ahead for our hope. We can look back
and see an empty manger and a prophecy fulfilled. In our present, we experience His closeness and
counseling through the Holy Spirit. In our future, we carry the hope in the promise He will wipe away every
tear in an eternity beyond our wildest imaginations.
 
Our perspective on hope through Jesus is in real time because our hope is living and breathing. He jumps out
of the pages of His Word and through the Holy Spirit, He knocks on our hearts and minds. Jesus chose to step
down from a place of perfection to walk among the sin He hates to save us. Our hope isn’t in anticipation of
the One who will come but in the One who is already here. I truly believe if God revealed to us the full
strength of His love and hope offered through His Son’s sacrifice, the power of it would crush us.
 

H O P E  A N D

D I S A P P O I N T M E N T

T E N D  T O  P L A Y  

T U G - O F - W A R ,  

A N D  W E  A R E

E I T H E R

C O N Q U E R O R S  O R

V I C T I M S  T O

W H I C H E V E R  W I N S .

*See reflection questions on page one


