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June 4, 2017 -- Pentecost Sunday 
 

Take this paper and take the sermon home with you.  Reflect on the passage and discussion questions.  
Consider how to apply the message to your life.  Study alone or gather a group.  This guide will enrich and 

encourage you on your path to discipleship and deepen your relationship with God. 

 

 
Scripture 
Matthew 13: 1-9 … That same day Jesus went out of the 
house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the 
birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang 
up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun 
rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good 
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

 

 

 
 

Discuss 
1. In this passage, Jesus went to the beach.  Are you planning a 

trip to the beach this summer?  Will you spend some time with 
God while you are there?  Where is your favorite place to 
spend time with God? 

2. Why did Jesus get in the boat to preach?  What kind of stories 
did Jesus use to teach the crowd?  How do stories and 
illustrations help you to understand the Bible more clearly?  Or 
do they confuse you? 

3. In the parable, into what various places did the seeds fall?  
How do you see the newly confirmed being like the seeds in 
Jesus’ parable?  In what ways, can you encourage a confirmand 
to be like the seed that landed on good soil? 

4. In what kind of soil would you say you are in at this point in 
your life?  What are some thorns that tend to choke out your 
Christian faith? 

5. It is Pentecost Sunday, the day we celebrate new members 
being added to our church through confirmation.  How will the 
celebration of this milestone be marked in your life?  How can 
you remember your faith and build into the future? 

 

Apply 
Pentecost Sunday celebrates the moment in Act 2 when Jesus and his 
disciples were in Jerusalem celebrating Pentecost (when Moses received the 
law from God). As they were gathered, a “violent wind” and fire came, and 
the people were filled with the Holy Spirit and suddenly able to speak in 
different languages. Peter then preached a great sermon and 3,000 people 
were saved.  In our church’s tradition, we often accept Confirmation 
candidates into membership of the church.  Let us remember this week again 
the glorious gift of the Holy Spirit living within us and celebrate the church 
and its members.  For additional study the lectionary readings are:  Acts 2:1-
21; Psalm 104 and 1 Corinthians 12:3-13.   

Prayer 
God, we ask you to pour your Holy Spirit out on us.  Set your laws and love 
upon our hearts in ways that we can never comprehend or imagine.  Let our 
words, actions and deed to be on flames of hope in a rocky world.  In Jesus 
name, Amen. 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/women/2017/may/happy-birthday-dear-church-pentecost-sunday.html

