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Take this paper and take the sermon home with you.  Reflect on the passage and discussion questions.  
Consider how to apply the message to your life.  Study alone or gather a group.  This guide will enrich and 

encourage you on your path to discipleship and deepen your relationship with God. 

 
 
Scripture 
John 10:1-10 … “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a 
bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he 
has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep 
follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a 
stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the 
voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but 
they did not understand what he was saying to them.  So again Jesus 
said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All 
who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not 
listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and 
will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly. 

 
 

 
 
 

Discuss 
1. Are you generally welcoming or guarded towards 

strangers?  Do you consider strangers dangerous? 
2. Who is the thief and the robber?  What kind of 

relationship do the sheep have with the shepherd? 
3. Why did Jesus say he was?  What did Jesus say would be 

the result of entering through him?  How did Jesus 
contrast his coming with the coming of a thief? 

4. In what way is Jesus like a gate?  How has he been a gate 
in your life? 

5. In what way is Jesus like a shepherd?  In what way are 
we like sheep? 

6. How can you better hear the voice of Jesus?  How might 
he not be a stranger to you? 

 

Apply 
These days we hear a lot about one kind of a “scam” or another. Devious 
behavior is nothing new in the human family. Jesus spoke about this concern, 
as recorded in John’s Gospel, chapter 10, the first ten verses. Among the 
things he shared we read these words: “All who came before me are thieves 
and bandits…” The sermon, “Stranger Danger,” addresses the things Jesus 
taught in this text. Jesus likens us to sheep and he stresses the need for sheep 
to be led and protected by a devoted shepherd. If we learn to discern the 
voice of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, and if we steadfastly follow where he 
leads we may rest assured of what Jesus called the abundant, good life.  How 
will you seek to know Jesus better this week? For additional study the 
lectionary readings are:  Acts 2: 42-47; Psalm 23 and 1 Peter 2:19-25. 

 
Prayer 
Jesus, we thank you for knowing us better than we know ourselves.  
Thank you for loving us and inviting us into your fold.  Help us to 
hear your voice and be more obedient to you.  In your holy name, 
Amen. 


