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Take this paper and take the sermon home with you.  Reflect on the passage and discussion questions.  
Consider how to apply the message to your life.  Study alone or gather a group.  This guide will enrich and 

encourage you on your path to discipleship and deepen your relationship with God. 

 

 
Scripture 
John 14: 15-21… “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while 
the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, 
you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, 
and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and 
keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved 
by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Discuss 
1. Do you ever make promises?  Are you able to fulfill all 

your promises?  What happens when you can’t? 
2. What is Jesus asking his disciples to do?  Are you a 

disciple?  What is he asking you to do? 
3. Who did Jesus say would come after he left?  How are we 

taught by the Holy Spirit?  Specifically, what are some 
ways you feel or hear the Holy Spirit guiding you? 

4. Do you ever feel orphaned?  What does this passage 
promise the orphan? 

5. Look up Acts 17: 22-31.  Who’s offspring are we?  How 
can knowing our heritage of faith help us to keep the 
faith? 

6. Our church is breaking ground for the build this 
weekend.  How can we trust the promises of Jesus in this 
endeavor?  How do we need to keep the faith? 

 

Apply 
Can we trust the promises of Jesus?  Jesus made a promise to his 
followers and instructed them to “Keep the Faith.”  He promised us an 
“Advocate,” so that as followers of Jesus we would not be orphaned or 
on our own.  And even though Jesus was about to be taken from the 
disciples, “the Spirit of truth” was soon to arrive in their lives. This 
“Spirit,” will continue to reveal Jesus to those who keep faith in Him; 
even today. Look for ways this week to cognitively make the choice to 
trust the promises of Jesus.  Consider jotting down the ways you need 
to trust Jesus and leaving your notes in a place of prominence as a 
reminder to trust him for his promises.  For additional study the 
lectionary readings are:  Acts 17: 22-31; Psalm 66 and 1 Peter 3:13-22. 
 
Prayer 
Lord God, thank you for sending Jesus to be our savior; to know us; 
to love us; to show us how to live.  We want to trust your promises 
and keep the faith.  Guide our church as we build and allow us to be 
an instrument of light to all within our reach.  In your name, Amen. 


