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Take this paper and take the sermon home with you.  Reflect on the passage and discussion questions.  
Consider how to apply the message to your life.  Study alone or gather a group.  This guide will enrich and 

encourage you on your path to discipleship and deepen your relationship with God. 

 

Scripture 
John 14: 1-14 … “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 
also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were 
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so 
that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place 
where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you 
are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If 
you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we 
will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, 
Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 
not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you 
do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 

 

 

Discuss 
1. Have you ever been in business with a family member or 

a close friend?  Have you ever worked on a significant 
project with family?  What was that experience like? 

2. In what way did Jesus want his disciples to respond to 
his departure?   

3. What is in God’s house and what did Jesus say he would 
do for them?   

4. Whom did Jesus say the disciples should know if they 
knew him?  What evidence does Jesus give to prove that 
he and the Father are the same? 

5. How are you preparing to be in business with Jesus?  
How is he the way, the truth and the life in your life? 

6. What greater things are we doing today?  What else can 
we ask Jesus to do – in our self, family, friends, work, 
community, world? 

 

Apply 
“The Family Business.”  Part of Jesus’ saying farewell to his disciples 
includes words of promise about his preparing a place for them and us 
in God’s house. Jesus says something astounding to the disciples; 
“Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these…” How 
can we out do Jesus? Was Jesus kidding? Jesus makes plain the reality 
that Jesus and God are in the same business. As Jesus prepares to leave 
this world he turns over the family business to his followers, to you 
and me. So, how’s business?  For additional study the lectionary 
readings are:  Acts 2: 55-60; Psalm 31 and 1 Peter 2:2-10. 

Prayer 
Lord God, thank you for sending Jesus to be our savior; to know us; 
to love us; to show us how to live.  We want to join you in the family 
business.  Show us this day, this week ways we can be in business 
with you.  In your holy name, Amen. 


