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Take this paper and take the sermon home with you.  Reflect on the passage and discussion questions.  
Consider how to apply the message to your life.  Study alone or gather a group.  This guide will enrich and 

encourage you on your path to discipleship and deepen your relationship with God. 

 
Scripture 
John 6: 1-14 … After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd kept following 
him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus 
went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the 
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and 
saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where 
are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, 
for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, 
“Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to 
get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said 
to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. 
But what are they among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the 
people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so 
they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, 
and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were 
seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were 
satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so 
that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the 
fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they 
filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, 
they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the 
world.” 
 

 

Discuss 
1. Are you a very flexible person?  Is it easy for you to 

“stretch” your mind (or body) beyond what is expected? 
2. Has there ever been a time when you doubted anything 

could be done to improve the situation? 
3. Why did the crowd of people follow Jesus?  What 

reasons do people follow Jesus today? 
4. What did Jesus directly ask Phillip?  What solution did 

Andrew propose?  In what ways are their responses to 
Jesus the same and different? 

5. What miracle did Jesus perform in this scripture?  How 
much was leftover and how did the crowd respond? 

6. With what situation, do you have a difficult time trusting 
God?  How can we trust God with our needs? 

 

 
Apply 
The passage in John this week reveals that Phillip had something to 
learn from Jesus. Phillip, one of Jesus’ closest friends, at one time even 
declared “it can’t be done!”  According to a more modern translation, 
Phillip’s faith “had to stretch.” Are you in need of a little faith-
stretching?  Is there room in your life for acts of faith that go beyond 
the scientific method? Phillip needed a demonstration, do we?  For 
additional study the lectionary readings are:  Acts 2: 36-41; Psalm 116 
and 1 Peter 1:17-23. 

 
Prayer 
God, we thank you that your miracles weren’t just for people 2000 
years ago and that they have meaning for our lives today.  Lord, we 
praise you that you are powerful beyond anything we can imagine or 
conceive.  We boldly ask that you reveal your miracles to us so that 
we can see and proclaim your glory.   Amen. 


