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Take this paper and take the sermon home with you.  Reflect on the passage and discussion questions.  
Consider how to apply the message to your life.  Study alone or gather a group.  This guide will 
enrich and encourage you on your path to discipleship and deepen your relationship with God. 

 

 
Scripture 
Psalm 1:1-3 … Blessed is the one 

    who does not walk in step with the wicked 
or stand in the way that sinners take 
    or sit in the company of mockers, 
but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, 
    and who meditates on his law day and night. 
That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
    which yields its fruit in season 
and whose leaf does not wither— 
    whatever they do prospers. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18… Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:33 … Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts 
good character.” 
 
 

 

Discuss 
1. What comes to mind when you hear the word “basic”?  What 

are the pros and cons of being basic?  Doing the basics?  Etc.? 
2. Scott Uhlinger, our preacher for the weekend shared three 

basics to follow in order to walk closely with Jesus.  First, he 
said, we must spend time with the Bible.  Do you regularly 
spend time with the Bible?  If so, how?  What are some other 
ways you have heard people spend time with the Bible? 

3. The second point is that to walk closely with Jesus, we must 
spend time talking & listening to Jesus.  Often talking and 
listening to Jesus is through prayer.  Do you regularly spend 
time talking to Jesus?  Listening to Jesus?  What are some 
other ways you have heard people talk and listen to Jesus? 

4. Third, to walk closely with Jesus, we must make our closest 
companions believers.  Who are your friends?  Are they 
Christians?  Where and how can you gain more Christian 
friends, companions and mentors? 

5. Review the scriptures provided.  How do these scriptures 
refocus your mind and life on the basics?  Are there other 
passages you find helpful? 

 

Apply 
Scott shared a story about kayaking on the Chattooga River in Georgia.  He 
unintentionally ignored the three basic commands the guide gave him and he 
almost got into some real danger.  When is a time you ignored commands 
and found yourself in trouble?  We often lose our way or feel disconnected 
or have no victory over sin because we ignore the basic commands God 
gives us to walk closely with Jesus. This week, recommit yourself to spend 
time with Jesus and to reprioritize the people with whom you spend time if 
those people are not believers.  What are three specific tasks you will begin 
this week to get back to the basics? 
 
Prayer 
God, forgive us we pray for getting away from the basics.  Forgive us for 
trying to complicate our relationships with you and others with formulas, 
theology and religiosity.  Forgive us for getting so busy with the things of 
this world that we crowd out the maker of the world.  Guide us to walk more 
closely with Jesus.  To be comfortable with the basic in a complicated world 
and to lean not on our understanding but yours.  In your Holy Name.  Amen. 
 


