
 
Connect Guide – November 19, 2017 

 
Take this paper and take the sermon home with you.  Reflect on the passage and discussion questions.  

Consider how to apply the message to your life.  Study alone or gather a group.  This guide will 
enrich and encourage you on your path to discipleship and deepen your relationship with God 

 

Scripture 
2 Corinthians 8:1-5… And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to 
know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. In 
the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme 
poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as 
much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on 
their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in 
this service to the Lord’s people. And they exceeded our expectations: 
They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of 
God also to us. 

 
2 Corinthians 9:12-15… This service that you perform is not only 
supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in 
many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which 
you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience 
that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your 
generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. And in their 
prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the 
surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift! 

 

 

 

 

 

Discuss 
1. “Radical Generosity” is living a life of radical generosity to 

advance God’s Kingdom.  Do you want to be generous? 

2. Pastor Rich said, “We all want to be generous but we’re afraid 

to be too generous because we might not have enough for 

ourselves.”  What do you think about this statement?  Do you 

agree or disagree? 

3. The scripture passage is about two churches the Macedonians 

and the Corinthians.  What do you notice about the generosity 

of these groups? 

4. What do you believe about generosity?  What do you believe 

about God?  How does your generosity reflect your beliefs in 

God?  Pastor Rich said, “When we live with RADICAL 

GENEROSITY we not only show the world what we believe, 

but that it’s worth believing.”  What do you think? 

5. Based on the passages, the sermon this week and before, what 

are some requirements to be radically generous?  Pick one way 

you can practice being radically generous. 
 

Apply 

You are invited to join God in what he is doing. 

• Update your MyFit profile on Community Central 

• Complete and return your Intent to give card 

• Pray daily the prayer below 

Prayer 
Lord God, I want to follow Jesus and lead others to Him. Would 

You allow me to live my life in radical generosity to advance 

Your Kingdom? God, enable me to recognize what You have 

done for me and have an attitude of radical gratitude. Awaken 

in me radical compassion that means having a heart for people, 

seeing and meeting their needs. Jesus, build in me radical 
confidence trusting You and believing all that You can do and 

all we can do in and through You. Thank You for Your radical 



generosity with me. Help me mirror that radical generosity on 

earth. Amen. 


