
 
Radical Confidence 

Connect Guide – November 11 & 12, 2017 
 

Take this paper and take the sermon home with you.  Reflect on the passage and discussion questions.  
Consider how to apply the message to your life.  Study alone or gather a group.  This guide will 
enrich and encourage you on your path to discipleship and deepen your relationship with God 

 

Scripture 
Daniel 3:8-18 … At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced 

the Jews. They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king live 

forever! Your Majesty has issued a decree that everyone who hears the sound 

of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music must fall 

down and worship the image of gold, and that whoever does not fall down 

and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace. But there are some Jews 

whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, Your Majesty. They 

neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.” 

Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, and Nebuchadnezzar 

said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not 

serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? Now when you 

hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of 

music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very 

good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a 

blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?” 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, 

we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we are 

thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from 

it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if he does not, 

we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or 

worship the image of gold you have set up.”            

 

Discuss 
1. We are in week 3 of our sermon series “Radical Generosity” – 

living a life of radical generosity to advance God’s Kingdom.  Have 

you been using the daily prayer card provided?  So far, what 

has challenged you most about radical generosity?  

2. What does confidence mean to you? What does confidence 

mean to other people? What does confidence mean to God?   

3. Review Daniel chapter 3.  Retell the story.  In which people do 

you see confidence – of any kind -- displayed? 

4. Did Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego show radical resolve?  

5. Kevin Burgess said, “The only way to deal with an unfree 

world is to become so absolutely free that your very existence 

is an act of rebellion.”  How can radical rebellion be good? 

6. The speaker Josh Hull said, “Radical confidence fosters a faith 

that can’t be matched.”  Where in scripture do you see this 

exhibited?  Where has it been modeled in your life?  How have 

you ever showed radical confidence that led to faith? 
 

Apply 
Pray daily for how you will live a radically generous life.  Next week you 

will be asked to complete an intent to give card if you have not yet already.  

Also, update your MyFit profile on Community Central.  Determine to make 

a mid-week connection, make plans to attend the Exalt night of worship on 

Saturday (18) and sign up for the luncheon next Sunday (19).  If you are on 

social media look for a post Wednesday on the Community UM Church 

facebook page.  Radical confidence in a radical God changes everything.   

Prayer 
Lord, we pray from Jeremiah, “… ‘Cursed are those who put their trust in 

mere humans, who rely on human strength and turn their hearts away from 

the Lord. They are like stunted shrubs in the desert, with no hope for the 

future. They will live in the barren wilderness, in an uninhabited salty land. 

“BUT blessed are those who trust in the Lord and have made the Lord their 

hope and confidence. They are like trees planted along a riverbank, with 

roots that reach deep into the water. Such trees are not bothered by the heat 

or worried by long months of drought. Their leaves stay green, and they 

never stop producing fruit.’  (17:5-8) Help us to be radically confident for 

God.  It would be crazy to be confident in anyone but God.  Amen 


