
 

 
 

 

 

Connect Guide – September 30 & October 1, 2017 
 

Take this paper and take the sermon home with you.  Reflect on the passage and discussion questions.  
Consider how to apply the message to your life.  Study alone or gather a group.  This guide will 
enrich and encourage you on your path to discipleship and deepen your relationship with God. 

 

 

 

Scripture 
MATTHEW 14:13-21 … When Jesus heard what had happened, he 

withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the 

crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus landed and 

saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 

As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 

remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so 

they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”  Jesus 

replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to 

eat.”  “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they 

answered.  “Bring them here to me,” he said. And he directed the 

people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish 

and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then 

he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 

people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up 

twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. The number of 

those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and 

children. 

 

 

            

Discuss 
1. The church has an important mission and vision.  How 

did you STUDY this past week?  

2. Tell about the best customer service you have received.  
3. Read Matthew 20:28. What does it say about Jesus?  How 

is this the basis for our discussion?  Are you surprised? 

4. Pastor Rich gave four keys to be your best at serving like 
Jesus.  The first is: See the need and bring it to Jesus.  How 

did the disciples model this in the Matthew passage? 
5. The second key is: Do what you know to do.  What are 

some things you know how to do?  Name at least five. 

6. Key three is:  Give God the glory.  And Key four is:  Be 

ready for the next.  Jesus did not give the disciples a long 

time to between serving and the next thing.  Why do you 

suppose that is the case?  How do we give God glory 

through our serving?  What needs to be done in your 

heart, mind and schedule to be ready for the next? 

Apply 
Our Vision Statement is:  Follow Jesus and lead others to Him. This 

weekend our focus word is SERVE.  Community Central is a web-based 

program that our church is using to help you connect. My Fit, a component 

of Community Central, could help you find an opportunity to serve. If you’d 

like to explore My Fit, follow these steps --1) Sign in to Community Central, 

click your name on the top right side of the page and choose Edit Profile 

from the dropdown menu.  2)  On the heading above your profile, click My 

Fit. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the My Fit section. In the 

coming weeks, you’ll hear more about how My Fit will be used at 

Community.  (You can access Community Central directly from our website 

www.communityumchurch.com. Find the Info tab at the top, and Community 

Central is the first option on the menu. If you need help with your log in 

contact Katie Morgan kmorgan@communityumchurch.com.) 
 

Prayer 
God, I don’t know what it looks like yet, but today I want to follow You and 

lead others to You.  Help me to follow you as I WORSHIP, STUDY and 

SERVE. Enable me to lead others to you as I LOVE, LEAD and LAUNCH 

people for Jesus.  Amen. 
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