
 

 
 

 

 

Connect Guide – October 20 & October 21, 2017 
 

Take this paper and take the sermon home with you.  Reflect on the passage and discussion questions.  
Consider how to apply the message to your life.  Study alone or gather a group.  This guide will 
enrich and encourage you on your path to discipleship and deepen your relationship with God. 

 

Scripture 
Acts 13:4-13 … The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy 

Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. When 

they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the 

Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their helper.  They traveled 

through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a 

Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, who was an 

attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an 

intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear 

the word of God. But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name 

means) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the 

faith.Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy 

Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, “You are a child of the 

devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds 

of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of 

the Lord? Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to 

be blind for a time, not even able to see the light of the sun.” 

Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, 

seeking someone to lead him by the hand. When the proconsul saw 

what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the teaching 

about the Lord.  From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to 

Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them to return to Jerusalem. 

            

Discuss 
1. The church has an important mission and vision.  Leading 

people to Jesus is essential.  Did you hear any “nots” – Not in 

church; not going well; not prepared for life -- from people this 

week and invite them to Jesus?  To visit Community? 

2. Read Ephesians 2:10. How does it describe the believer in 

Jesus Christ?  How does this verse support or negate the 

following? “Every believer is designed for ministry.”  Do you 

see yourself as “designed for ministry?”   

3. Barnabas and Saul are a dynamic duo in scripture. Read Acts 

9:26-28.  Summarize how they came to be partners. 

4. Pastor Rich said, “We’ve been saying, “Followers make 

followers.” But here’s the reality, “Followers make followers 

who make followers who make followers…”  Is that 

intimidating to you?  Have you ever played a role in 

launching someone for Jesus?   

5. Who’s pouring into you? Who’s your Barnabas? Who’s 

developing you and preparing you and launching you into 

ministry?  

6. Who are you pouring into? Who are you training for ministry? 
 

Apply 
Our Vision Statement is:  Follow Jesus and lead others to Him.  
Your job as a follower of Jesus isn’t just to worship, study and serve 
Jesus. It’s not even just to love and lead others to Jesus. Your job is to 
launch people for Jesus. Every person you lead to Jesus or you meet 
who has been led to Jesus is a new creation in Jesus; they are the 
unique handiwork of God. Each believer is loaded with potential to do 
what God intends for them to do. One of your roles as a follower of 
Jesus is to discover, develop, and deploy other believers. So how will 
you join the cycle to discover, develop, and deploy people for 
Kingdom work?   
 

Prayer 
God, I don’t know what it looks like yet, but today I want to follow 

You and lead others to You.  Help me to follow you as I WORSHIP, 

STUDY and SERVE. Enable me to lead others to you as I LOVE, 

LEAD and LAUNCH people for Jesus.  Amen. 


