
Powerful Words 
Connect Guide -- June 17 & 18, 2017 

I Love You 
 

Take this paper and take the sermon home with you.  Reflect on the passage and discussion questions.  
Consider how to apply the message to your life.  Study alone or gather a group.  This guide will 
enrich and encourage you on your path to discipleship and deepen your relationship with God. 

 

 
 
Scripture 
Matthew 22:34-40 … Hearing that Jesus had silenced the 
Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the 
law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?” 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.” 

 

John 13:34-35 … “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 

 

Discuss 
1. How did you spend Father’s Day?  What are some powerful 

words your father or a father figure has said to you? Or didn’t? 
2. Read aloud the next statement together:  Live like Jesus with 

people. Because relationships work best when you look and 
sound like Jesus.  Take a few minutes to reflect on your 
relationships – friends, family, co-workers, neighbors, 
acquaintances.  Which of those already look and sound like 
Jesus in involved?  Are there any that can use some 
improvement?    

3. Look up Luke 6:45. How does this verse set the stage for the 
new sermon series “Powerful Words?”  What are some three 
sentence statements that have power and impact in people’s 
lives?   

4. Why is it important to love people like Jesus?  What should 
every Christian’s mission or goal in life be?  How do the 
scripture passages instruct us in building relationships? 

5. What if you decided to focus on one person to love like Jesus 
loves them? I know that you can think of 5 people that need 
you to love them like this, but what if you chose one? Can you 
commit to loving him or her this way through this summer 
series? 

 
Apply 
Your words carry weight. Because you live in relationships with 
people your words matter. Relationships have been built and broken 
by words. Words can lead people into a relationship not just with you 
but also with Jesus.  Words are powerful. They can build you up or 
tear you down. They can make you feel great or they can crush you. 
Words form and forge and heal and break and help and hurt every 
relationship in your life.  How many times has someone hurt you with 
their words? surprised you with their words?  Encouraged with their 
words?  Who can you say “I LOVE YOU” to this week?   
 
Prayer 
God, your words are the most powerful of all.  Lead us as we study 
your word and apply it to our lives.  Help us to speak truth boldly as 
we interact with others in this world leading people to you.  In Jesus 
Name, Amen 



 


