
 
JESUS ~ The Set Up 

 Matthew 21:1-9 – April 13 & 14, 2019 
Lent is the 40 days, not counting Sundays, that lead us to Easter. 

 
Your biggest setback is _______________________. 
 
Jesus came to take on death so that your biggest setback can 
become your greatest comeback. 
 
Remember when you’re in a setback, it’s hard to see reality. So,  
 

REALITY CHECK #1: 

1. Face your __________________________. 
 

REALITY CHECK #2: 

2. Follow God’s _______________________. 
 

“Hosanna!” which means “save us!” Or “Save now!” 
 

If Jesus had chosen an earthly crown we would never have the 
chance to choose eternal Life 
 

REALITY CHECK #3: 

3. Bring _________________________ along 
Matthew 26:39 

 

REALITY CHECK #4: 

4. Trust God’s ________________________. 
2 Corinthians 4:14 

 

You are invited to use this paper to take notes during the worship 

experience on the message and then study it at home or in a small group. 

Connect Guide 

 

Discuss: 
 

1. What type of animals have you had or been around?  What 

have they taught you about life, death, setbacks, come 

backs and God?  The passage we read today speaks of an 

animal.  How does this donkey contribute to the narrative?  

Why do you suppose it is included? 

 

2. This weekend in church tradition, we celebrate Palm 

Sunday.  It is the day when Jesus entered the town of 

Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish holiday of Passover.  You 

can read about the Passover in Exodus 12.  What setback 

would the Jews have been remembering at this time?  What 

was the comeback and how? 

 

3. Surely the disciples had no idea of the setup being planned 

by God or the fact they were being included.  How did they 

show trust in Jesus anyway?  Do you trust Jesus?   

 

4. In the devotional, Seedbed, J.D. Walt wrote:  Jesus is 

defiant in the face of death because He is secure in the 

hands of His Father. He knows there will be a ‘third day’ 

on the other side of the Cross. He knew that He was held by 

the kind of power that never fails… Are you secure in the 

face of death?  Why or why not?  How can you can security 

today? 

 

Apply:   

If you are experiencing a set-back and need to talk to someone at 

the church, contact the Pastor of Community Care Jerrad Peterman 

at JPeterman@CommunityUMChurch.com.   
 

Prayer:  
God, you know us and love us. You provide and perfect us. 

Resurrect our body, spirit and mind in ways that reflect your 

power, glory and honor.  Amen. 
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