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Change Service Requested 
DATED MATERIAL:  Please Expedite 
 

Community Church 

 A United Methodist Congregation 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Rich Phipps - rphipps@communityumchurch.com 

Pastor: Rev. John E. Ciampa - jciampa@communityumchurch.com  

Minister of Pastoral Care:  Rev. James Decker - jdecker@communityumchurch.com 

Director of Youth Ministries:  Scott Uhlinger - suhlinger@communityumchurch.com 

Director of Children’s Ministry: Erin Kerstetter - ekerstetter@communityumchurch.com 

Director of Connectional Ministries: Elizabeth Somes - esomes@communityumchurch.com 

Director of Traditional Worship Arts: Keeley DiMartino - kdimartino@communityumchurch.com 

Director of Current Worship Arts: Mike Kleinschmidt - mkleinschmidt@communityumchurch.com 

Treasurer: Heather Dolhi - 412-855-2515 - hdolhi@communityumchurch.com 

Financial Secretary:  Melanie Barrett - 724-392-4212 - mbarrett@communityumchurch.com  

Director of Communications:  Katie Morgan - kmorgan@communityumchurch.com 

Director of Food Ministries: Kendra Simpson - ksimpson@communityumchurch.com 

Facilities Manager: Deb MacAllister - dmacallister@communityumchurch.com 

Facilities Maintenance - Bob Hengstenberg - 724-217-0446 - bhengstenberg@communityumchurch.com 

Church Secretaries: Carole Helsel  - chelsel@communityumchurch.com  

              Wendy Johnson - wjohnson@communityumchurch.com 
 

Phone: (724) 744-3413   FAX: (724) 744-4758 

E-mail Address: info@communityumchurch.com 

Church Web Page Address: www.communityumchurch.com 

Worship Services: 

•  Saturday Evening – 6:00 p.m.- Current (Contemporary) Worship  

•  Sunday Morning – 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. - Traditional Worship 

•  Sunday Morning - 10:30 a.m. - Current (Contemporary) Worship 

•  Sunday Evening - 5:30 p.m. - Youth Worship 

 

Community Connection is published monthly for members and friends of Community United Methodist Church.   

Deadline for submission of articles is the 10th of every month unless otherwise noted.  

Articles can be delivered to Pastor Rich, Pastor John or to the church office. 

STAYING FOCUSED…  
 

Hard Church 

 

Would you come to church if it was hard? What if you had to climb 1,000 stairs? Or walk 3 miles one way? Of course 

there are some saints who are physically unable to do that. But consider the question behind the question: How  

important is your faith? If worship was hard, if it was only offered at 7am, would you still make it a priority? Or 

would you default to Bedside Baptist or St. Mattress?  

 

There are followers of Jesus in many parts of the world today for whom 1,000 stairs or walking 3 miles one way would 

be a welcome relief. Compared to what they face, that would be easy. I’ve seen this in Uganda and India. Friends have 

given me firsthand reports from China. For some, gathering for worship isn’t just physically taxing, it’s illegal and has 

cost many their lives. And yet they gather. They worship. They pray. They risk being the church because their faith is so 

real and valuable to them. They understand that what Jesus has done for them is worth the hardship. In fact, they don’t 

consider it a hardship. And it seems that where it’s most difficult to be the church is where the church is most flourish-

ing. And here where it’s easy, in our country, is where it’s most floundering. 

 

I’ve been proud of Community Church. We’ve had a lot of changes. Where to park. What door to use. No use of a  

sidewalk. And most of our folks have taken these temporary challenges in stride. We’ve tried to make every  

accommodation; good directions, wheelchairs, parking attendants (who are doing great!) and even offering golf cart 

rides for those who need them. I think we are bearing these challenges well because we know what they are leading to. 

We’ve been faithful in prayer, faithful to give, and faithful to believe in this exciting move of God. And before long a 

new driveway will open up. New parking spaces will materialize. And new doors will open to new spaces that will  

welcome so many new faces. 

 

But there are some other changes coming, too. The Church Council has voted to make the early worship Traditional and 

the later worship Current, although times have not yet been determined. The joy is that all of our Traditional worshipers 

will be worshiping together. The challenge will be that those who prefer a later Traditional service will have to shift to 

an earlier time. Those who worship at Current have already faced some changes and have responded with enthusiasm. 

 

The church won’t look the same. In some ways it won’t feel the same. But isn’t that a good thing? For anything to get 

better it has to change. I’ve met with churches and church leaders who have expressed their concern that “their” church 

is getting too big. They like it small, manageable, comfortable. When I hear those thoughts I hope my filter is on.  

Because inside it riles me up. First, it’s not “their” or “our” church. It’s Jesus’ church. In Matthew 16:18 Jesus said, “…

I will build My church.” Secondly, Jesus never tells His church to sit down, shut down, back down, or shut up. It’s 

more like “Get in, get going and get growing!” His call and command are crystal clear: build the Kingdom. Make more 

disciples. Follow Jesus and lead others to Him. That’s what God’s Word teaches. And that’s our goal at Community.  
 

 

                           Continued on page 2 
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Hard Church continued from page 1 
 

As the new building takes shape around us, can you begin to see the new people coming in? Can you hear the voices, 

locked in fellowship as they wind their way through the new lobby? Can you see the tons of kids racing to get to their 

ministry area? Or hear the heartfelt worship of teens as they fill their new space? Our new worship space will be  

pleasing to God. In Traditional, the setting will be magnificent and the worship meaningful. In Current, the space will 

transform to cutting edge, with the power of the Holy Spirit leading the way. In both, the Name of Jesus will be lifted 

high and the Word of God will be proclaimed. Worship will be done with excellence because our God deserves nothing 

less.  

 

As you see the foundations being poured and the block going up, a new drive being laid and new doors being cut, pray 

for the new people who will use them. These new spaces filled with old and new faces. Pray for those who have no  

relationship with Jesus, that we might continue to be a people pursuing God’s dream for His Kingdom here at  

Community. 

 

Following Jesus and Leading Others to Him, 

 

 

 

Pastor Rich 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

      

Thank you, veterans! 

On Veterans Day, we honor men and women who’ve served and sacrificed in one of America’s armed services.  

 

On November 11, 1918, America and her allies signed a truce with German leaders, ending World War I. In 1919, 

President Wilson decided the United States should remember with gratitude the end of that war and honor military 

members by marking Armistice Day, or “truce” day. In 1954, Congress changed the name to Veterans Day, honoring 

veterans of every era.  

 

Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for peace, justice and freedom throughout the world. Followers of Jesus, 

the Prince of Peace, pray for unity among all nations and for the day when “nation will not take up sword against 

nation, nor will they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV). 
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NOVEMBER SCHEDULE 
 

 
 

ACOLYTES - Contact Carol Decker - 724-515-7252 
 

Nov. 5   8:30 Maura Coiner & Morgan Spudy     11:00  Matthew Phipps & Daniel Stones 

Nov. 12   8:30 Aidan Coiner & Isaiah Francis      11:00  Caleb & Logan Kerstetter 

Nov. 19   8:30 Chloe Ziros & Jared Miller      11:00  Carter Blasi & Matthew Alaia 

Nov. 26   8:30 Allen Kane & Jacob Dormire      11:00  Emma Chamberlin & Sierra August 

 

SUNDAY GREETERS - Contact Sandy Wessel   -  724-744-3754 
 

Nov. 5     8:30  Sharon Berginc and Bev Hall 

     11:00  Tammy & Sydney Fleming and Chris & Luke Fleming 

Nov. 12     8:30  Donna & Barry Williams and Cliff Lyon 

     11:00  Theresa & Ben Stones and AJ & Daniel Stones 

Nov. 19     8:30  Audrey Hayes and Jean Loughry 

     11:00  Donna and Barry Williams 

Nov. 26     8:30  Billy Watterson and Carol & Chuck Urtin 

     11:00  Renee Volker and Kathy Thurston 

 

ALTAR GUILD - Contact Carol Soule - 724-519-7084 
 

Nov. 5-11   Elaine Petroski 

Nov. 12-18   Jackie Dolhi 

Nov. 19-25   Nancy Gombos 

Nov. 26-Dec. 2  Kathy Sperling 
 

 

    

 

 
     

 

 

 

 

 

    Justin & Giuliana Lamanna          Joshua & Kate Mickle 

    3319 Hermar Court             2764 Wexford Blvd 

    Murrysville, PA 15668           Stowe, OH 44224 

 

    Jim Patterson              Jennifer & Kenneth McCutcheon 

    2577 University Avenue #407         86 Warrior Court 

    Morgantown, WV  26505           Harrison City, PA  15636 

 

Remove 
 

John Harvison - death 

 
 

NOVEMBER CALENDAR 
 

 

  Sundays       8:30 & 11 am   Traditional Worship Service 

                Community Kid’s Experience 

           9:30 am     Joyful Noise  

                Small group Bible study 

          10:30 am     Current Worship Service  

                Community Kid’s Experience 

           5:30 pm     Fuel Middle 

           6:30 pm     Fuel 

           6:30 pm     Community Ringers 

           7:00 pm     Christian Believer 
 

  Monday      10:00 am    Worship Team 
 

  Tuesdays        9:00 am    Staff Meeting 

            6:30 pm    Grief Share  
 

  Wednesdays     10:00 am    Connectional Meeting 

            3:30 pm    F.E.A.S.T.  

            6:00 pm    Disciple 3  

            6:45 pm    Disciple 2  

            6:45 pm    Men’s Bible Study   

                Disciple 4  

                Disciple 1   
 

  Thursdays           9:00 am     Busy Hands Sewing Group 

            7:00 pm    Chancel Choir 
 

  Saturdays       4:00 pm    C.L.A.S.S. 101 

            6:00 pm    Current Worship Service 

 

  1st & 3rd Mondays      2:00 pm    Soaring Eagles Bible Study 

  1st & 3rd Wednesdays  10:00 am    Co-ed Bible Study  

            7:00 pm    Emmaus Reunion meeting 

    2nd & 4th Thursday    9:30 am    Women’s Bible Study  
     

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  

  Wednesday    November 1      7:00 pm   Holy Land Informational meeting 

  Friday      November 3      9:00 am   Mops 

                     Set-up for Clothing Give Away 

  Saturday     November 4      9:00 am   Mothers/Kids Sewing 

                     Clothing Give Away 

  Tuesday     November 7    12:00 pm   Super Seniors lunch & meeting 

  Thursday     November 9      6:00 pm   Kid’s Sewing 

  Monday     November 13     7:00 pm   United Methodist Women’s meeting 

  Tuesday     November 14     6:00 pm   Kid’s Sewing 

                  7:00 pm   Staff Parish Relation Committee meeting 

  Wednesday    November 15     7:00 pm   Finance Committee meeting 

  Thurs.-Sun.    November 16-19       Created By God 

  Monday     November 20     7:00 pm   Building Committee meeting 

  Tuesday     November 20     7:00 pm   Trustees meeting 

  Thursday     November 23        Office Closed—Happy Thanksgiving 

  Friday      November 24        Office Closed 

  Monday     November 27     7:00 pm   Church Council meeting 
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Builder’s Corner 
 

Woohoo!  Praise God! After months of behind-the-scenes meetings, phone calls, emails and revisions, the township has 

issued the complete building permit for our project!  McKnight revised plans to include a new sanitary connection,  

addressed comments from a third-party reviewer, and provided additional information to satisfy the township’s permit 

requirements.  The township has been very helpful and accommodating throughout this process, allowing us to proceed 

under a partial permit.  We are very grateful for their help, and even more thankful that the process is over and the permit 

has been issued!  
 

With the complete permit in hand, construction could begin on the sanctuary in the rear.  A super tall drill rig appeared 

onsite, drilling 68 caissons ranging from 30 to 48 inches in diameter and up to 21 feet deep.   Then the time-consuming 

process of constructing the grade beams began – excavating the area for the grade beams, constructing the formwork, 

placing and tying rebar, and pouring concrete.  This is exacting work - the top of the grade beams needs to be at the  

correct elevation, to ensure that the walls that they support and the finished grade of the floor will be properly situated.   

Before the floor slab can be poured, all the under-slab utilities need to be located and installed – water, gas and sanitary 

lines, and conduit for electrical lines.  
 

The mason has been making fantastic progress on the block wall in the front, and once they finish there, they’ll begin to 

construct the block fire wall in the back.  As that wall progresses to the second story, probably mid-November, the  

windows in the Patterson Parlor, Pastor Rich’s office, and two Gospel windows will be removed and blocked in. 

Over the next month in the front, the foundation for the glass curtain wall will be completed, below-grade walls will be 

waterproofed, footer drains will be installed, and the sanitary line for the new classrooms will be constructed.  Structural 

steel and roof rafters will start to go up.  The front of the church will actually start to look like a building! 
 

While we’re waiting for the new building to emerge, I took the opportunity to talk with Leigh Casale our Director of 

Technical Ministries, to see how the new building will enhance her area of ministry.  You may not know that Leigh and 

her team of volunteers routinely support many of the other ministries in the church.  They project the images, mix and 

monitor all the audio signals, ensure the sound system is operating properly during services, record, edit and post sermon 

videos for television and online viewers, and create the videos featuring small groups and testimonials.  Leigh and her 

team provide technical assistance for live musicians, recorded music, and images on the screen for church and private 

events in the MMR.  
  
Leigh is excited that the new equipment and space will enable her team to support the adult, youth and children’s  

ministries at a much higher level.  The large center screen, theatrical lighting, and high quality sound system in the  

sanctuary will provide an immersive worship experience for Current, at a much higher level than they’ve been able to 

achieve in the MMR.  The improved acoustics in the sanctuary will enhance the worship experience for traditional  

services, as well.  The layout and other features of the room will also provide opportunities to host teaching conferences, 

Christmas and Easter productions, touring groups, and even dinner-theater events. 
 

The Tech team will have a dedicated space to shoot and edit testimonials and promotional videos for events, enabling 

their work to flow much more efficiently.  They’ll be able to produce videos with better sound and visuals for a more  

professional and engaging experience, which will also enhance our online and television presence.  In short, the new  

sanctuary, tech room, and equipment will enable the Tech team to help lead people to Jesus, whether they’re seated in the 

sanctuary or in their living room! 

 
 

   HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE CONTEMPLATED 

INFORMATIONAL MEETING PLANNED FOR November 1st - 7:00pm 
 

Have you ever considered walking where Jesus walked, or sailing on the Sea of Galilee, or walking the streets of Old 

Jerusalem? What it would be like to visit the birthplace of Jesus, or the site of the crucifixion, or better still, the empty 

tomb?  
 

As you may know, Patsy & I have visited the Holy Land a number of times, most recently in January-February of 2014 

when we traveled with a group of Pilgrims from Community Church. We had a wonderful experience and I am sure all 

who made the journey would report that it was a profound experience, deeply meaningful. 
 

We are contemplating making another trip to the Holy Land in late 2018 or early 2019.There will be an initial Informa-

tional Meeting on Wednesday, November 1st, at 7:00pm here at Community Church. You are invited to come and hear 

about the trip, to see some pictures from previous trips and to ask questions. Attending the meeting does not bear any 

obligation. Just come and learn about this great opportunity. If there is enough interest to form a group, then further 

steps will soon be taken to pick dates and set an itinerary.  
 

We travel with Educational Opportunities (“EO”), a Christian Tour Company with 40 years experience. The sites  

typically visited include Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Capernaum, Jericho, the Dead Sea, the Sea of Galilee, the  

Jordan River, the Garden of Gethsemane, Mount of Olives and much more. It is truly a faith-expanding experience. 

More information is available on the “EO” website, go to  www.eot.travel and click on the “Holy Land” tab. 
 

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to journey in the Land of the Bible?  

This may be the opportunity you’ve been waiting for. As the saying goes: “next year in Jerusalem.” 

 
 

THANKSGIVING FAMILY OUTREACH 

 We are beginning to work on our Thanksgiving Outreach Program.  We are again looking for volunteers 

 to  shop for and deliver groceries to families in our community.  Please understand, all we ask is your 

 time, our church provides the rest.  The sign up sheets are located at the welcome center at the church and 

 on the bulletin board by the lower entrance and one at the MMR entrance.  The distribution of the names 

and groceries will be Monday, November 13th between 6 and 7 pm  in the multi ministry room. If you know of 

a family who is in need of help this season, or have any questions please contact the church office, 724-744-3413, or Jill  

Eisenhuth-724-744-6049.  May your blessings be abundant this holiday season! 

 
 

UPWARDS BASKETBALL registration for the coming season at Community United Methodist Church is 

now open. All kids in K-2nd grade are welcome to have fun playing basketball and learning about Jesus. 

You can register online at communityumchurch.com 
 
 

Altar & Narthex Flowers are available on the following dates:   

Hall outside Sanctuary: November 5, 12, 19 & 26 

Altar: November 12 & 19 

Hall outside Sanctuary: December 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 
 

Please contact the Church Office for other dates throughout the year and  

to reserve your date.  Flower arrangements are $20.00 each.  

 

 
  

 

http://www.eot.travel
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Come F.E.A.S.T. with us!   
Followers Eating And Sharing Together 

 

  Join us for dinner each Wednesday evening between 3:30 and 6:30 p.m.  
Cost is only $6.00 and includes meal drink and dessert!   

This is a great opportunity to gather in fellowship. All are welcome!  
Invite your family, friends, and neighbors. 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER MENU: 
 
       November 1  Chicken ‘n Biscuits 
  
       November 8  Beef Stew, Applesauce, Dinner Roll 
 

       November 15      Spaghetti, Meatballs, Tossed Salad & Garlic Bread 

   

       November 22  NO FEAST - Happy Thanksgiving 
 
       November 29  Pork Roast w/Mushroom Gravy, Rice, Mixed Veggie 
        (No worries if you don’t like mushrooms…it will be on the side and we will have just a pork gravy option)  

 

 
  

Welcoming Words 
 By Elizabeth Somes 

 

Connecting on Parenting  

 
This past summer, we had great response to our summer reading group.  A group of about 20 parents read, and then 

met and discussed the book “Tough Guys and Drama Queens” by Mark Gregston.  Following that in late September, 

the Western PA United Methodist Conference hosted speaker and author Duffy Robbins for a Parenting Seminar at 

Ingomar UMC.   

 

The statics, the science, the scenarios played out all point to the same truth – PARENTING is tough!  It requires a list 

of habits and characteristics that no parent is fully equipped to handle but, with God’s love and grace, we CAN get 

through it and so can our kids. 

 

Biblical parenting is NOT just about biological parenting!  We are a FAMILY of faith when we become believers in 

Christ.  We need the whole community to build into the family!  Someone needs YOU to love them like our Heavenly 

Father loves all his children.  Who will it be?   

 

Community church members Lori Begg and Becky Hollerman, participated in the summer reading group and then 

joined me for the seminar with Duffy.   

 

Here are some of their thoughts -- 

 

Both ladies found Duffy to be very funny, entertaining and full of information. Duffy reminded us that the way we 

were raised doesn't work for children today.  Specifically, he said, "We were never their age in this age."  Contributing 

to this is that in the past, adolescence was a short period of time and now it spans more than a decade.  This span of 

time is making the period of adolescence ambiguous for both children and adults.   

 

Lori suggested that all parents would benefit from Duffy’s advice on consequences.  Parents should learn how to set up  

logical consequences that will mirror real world and recognize when natural consequences are punishment enough.  

Understanding and implementing appropriate logical and natural consequences means that punishment doesn’t have to 

be accompanied by anger and fights.  Lori says, she will be working on this and remembering to praise progress no 

matter how small. 

 

Becky suggested that all parents should remember to use humor with our kids.  Humor teaches a greater lesson and 

shows grace and mercy.  Also, rules without relationship leads to rebellion.  She is going to try adding more humor in 

her relationship with her kids and cultivating their relationships to be more meaningful.   

 

Lori, Becky and I would highly recommend attending parenting classes, listening to other Christian speakers and read-

ing other materials.  As parents, we prepare and study and read books for birth and the early years of our children but, 

don't prepare much for the rest of their lives. Even if you know everything being taught it is good to step away and be 

reminded of the direction you are heading and where the end goal is.  It was a good opportunity to self -evaluate your 

own parenting style and remind yourself of ways to approach kids differently.   

 

Mark Gregston, Duffy Robins, James Dobson, Paul David and Ted Tripp, Kara Powell, Les and Leslie Parrot, are all 

excellent authors and have many resources.  Several of these authors have titles available to borrow in the book nook of 

our church located on the second floor in the Patterson Parlor.  Additionally, Scott Uhlinger will be offering a parenting 

session on October 28 at the church.  Finally, if you are looking for parenting resources don’t hesitate to contact me at 

ESomes@CommunityUMChurch.com. 

 
 

    

Capital Campaign UPDATE! 

 
   

235    Cards Returned 

$2,189,404.00      Pledge Total 

$1,344,115.40    Total Given To Date 
 

For information on giving, please contact Financial Secretary Melanie Barrett  

at mbarrett@communityumchurch.com or 724-392-4212.  

If you have any questions, or if you would like to make a formal pledge to the  

capital campaign, please let us know. Feel free to talk to our pastors or staff about  

the best way to get involved.  

mailto:mbarrett@communityumchurch.com
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Community’s Kids SPOTLIGHT 
 
 

Meet Daniel. Daniel is a fifth-grade student at Level Green  

Elementary in the Penn Trafford School District. When Daniel celebrated his 10th 
birthday this past year, he decided to do something that most 10 year olds 
wouldn’t think to do. And because of the way that he chose to celebrate his 
birthday, he was given a very cool opportunity to show the love of Jesus to not 
only people in need, but also to his friends & classmates! I was able to talk with 
Daniel about his birthday party, and realized that it was very matter of fact for 
him to do such a cool thing. Check it out: 
 

(What was it that you decided to do for your 10th birthday?) 
 

Daniel: I had a birthday party at Kerber's Dairy and donated birthday gift money from my friends to the Salvation Army 
for Project Bundle Up.  People also brought coats and mittens to donate for Project Bundle Up. 
 

(Why did you choose to give to the Salvation Army) 
 

Daniel: Because they are able to give the donations to the people in need. 
 
(When you took your donation, what did he workers say to you?) 
 

Daniel: Major Kathleen Waddell was really happy.  She thanked me for the donation and told me it would help people 
in need. 
 
(When your friends found out what you were doing, what did they say?) 
 

Daniel: Some kids made fun of me for doing it.  But later they all congratulated me. 
 
(How did giving make you feel?) 
 

Daniel: Giving made me feel like I'm doing a good thing in the community, and to inspire other people to help people in 
need. Some people don’t have what we have and we should help them out. 
 
(What do you think God did when you did this?) 
 

Daniel: God looked down on me and He smiled. 
 
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7 
 
Daniel decided that giving to others was more important than receiving gifts himself. And then not only did he donate 
his birthday money, he invited others to be a part of this by telling his friends his plan ahead of time! Daniel donated 
$300 and a bag of coats to the Salvation Army & Project Bundle Up. God surely looked down and smiled, as He celebrat-
ed not only Daniel’s 10th birthday, but celebrated His child doing good work for His Kingdom. Community Church is 
proud of you, Daniel! Keep telling others about the Great Love of Jesus! 
 
Daniel is just one of Community’s Kids who has made the decision to shine the Light of Jesus in his community! If you know of a 
child sharing Jesus, please email Erin at ekerstetter@communityumchurch.com. 

Community’s Kids 

Erin Kerstetter – Director of Children’s Ministries 
  

 
  

 

 

 

November & December at a glance: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Created By God – If you have a child in 5th, 6th or 7th grade, chances are you have gotten some ques-

tions about getting older, physical changes and how they feel about members of the opposite sex. If you’d 

like some help answering those questions from a Biblical perspective, save the date for Created by God  

November 16-18 right here at Community Church. We are offering this course so that your son or daughter 

might know the facts of human sexuality, learn the correct vocabulary, and learn what intimacy truly means. 

Your child will learn about all of these topics in a safe, developmentally appropriate, and fun environment.  

Registration is open in Community Central. 

 

Christmas Fest – celebrate the start of the Christmas season with your family at Christmas Fest! Fun 

crafts, breakfast, and a visit with the Jolly Ol’ Guy himself! Everyone is welcome to this FREE event.  

 

Kids & Family Christmas Eve Service – Join us at 10:30 am on Christmas Eve morning! Through 

Jingle Jam: the BIG Give we will tell the Christmas Story & the idea of generosity. Don’t just get wrapped up in 

the “stuff” this season, but be encouraged to go BIG with the idea of generosity and celebrate how God 

gave us His Son, Jesus! This service is designed for all kids & their families, all are welcome! 

 

Jesus All Night – spend the night with Jesus, and your church friends, in the second annual Jesus All 

Night! For kids in Kindergarten to 5th grade, who have attended at least 5 church events prior to Christmas. Pre

-registration & staff signed forms are required to attend. See Erin Kerstetter for more info! 

NOVEMBER 

 
15 -  Small Groups  

        Thanksgiving party 

16-19 - Created By God 

22 -  NO Small Groups 

26 -  NO Experience  
 

DECEMBER 
2 -    Christmas Fest 

17 -  Annual Christmas Play  

        & Dinner 
20 -  NO Small Groups 

24 -  10:30 am Kids &  

Family Service 

27 – NO Small Groups 

29 – Jesus All Night 

30 – NO Experience 
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Deaths 
 

We extend our Christian love and sympathy to  

• Valerie and Richard Lamanna & family on the death of Valerie’s brother, Harry “Carr” Atwood 

• Julia Harvison & family on the passing of Julia’s husband, John Harvison 

 

Baptisms 
 

Congratulations to the following on the baptism of their children: 
 

 Jay and Emilee Atkins - son, Reed Grayson Atkins 

 Michael and Lisa Haendler - daughter, Leah Marie Haendler 

 

Weddings 
 

Best wishes for a blessed and happy life together to Brian and Ryann Blacka who were joined  

 together in marriage on October 7, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION CHANGES 
 

  
       Due to ever rising cost of producing and mailing our monthly newsletters,  
          we would like you to consider the following options:  

 
 

 Option #1     If you attend regularly please consider the “Pick-up at Church” option. Please let the church office know  
     you will pick a copy up at the Welcome Center and we will remove your name from the list. 
 

 Option #2     “Church Website” ~ Please let the church office know you will be reading the newsletter online and we  
     will remove your name from the list.  
 

 Option #3     “Email Distribution” ~ Please provide email information to the church office and we will send your  
     newsletter via email each month. 
 

 Option #4      If you no longer wish to receive our monthly Newsletter, please contact the church office so that we can 
      remove your name from our list. 

 

We have begun sending our Newsletter by email to those who have requested an email.   
Please let the church office know if you signed up for email but did not receive your Newsletter.      

Receiving the newsletter by regular mail will still be available to those that do not have internet  
access.   Please call or email the church office at info@communityumchurch.com.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

   
 
 

 
Christmas At COMMUNITY CHURCH  

 

 

    Christmas Fest ~ December 2nd 9:00am-11:00am 

Families can celebrate the beginning of the Christmas season with this free festive event 

 

Christmas Cantata ~ December 17th ~ 11:00am ~ Sanctuary 

Peace and joy. A star and a manger. You’re invited to Christmas at Community Church!  

 

Christmas Dinner and Children’s Christmas Program ~ December 17th ~ MMR 

5:00pm Dinner and 6:00 Program.   

 

Blue Christmas Service ~ December 20th ~ 7:00pm ~ Sanctuary  

A service of peace and healing for those struggling  with sadness, loss or grief 

 

Christmas Eve-Eve ~ December 23rd ~ 7:00pm & 9:00pm ~ Sanctuary  

*Traditional Christmas Worship & Candlelight in the Sanctuary 

 

Christmas Eve ~ December 24th 
 

8:30am Traditional Worship ~ Sanctuary   
 

10:30am ~ Kids and Family Christmas Worship ~ Multi-Ministry Room 
 

*6:00pm Current Christmas Worship & Candlelight ~ Multi-Ministry Room 
 

*7:00pm Traditional Christmas Worship & Candlelight ~ Sanctuary 
 

9:00pm Traditional Christmas Worship & Candlelight ~ Sanctuary 
 

11:00pm Traditional Christmas Worship, Candlelight & Communion ~ Sanctuary 

 

*Staffed Toddler Care Available in Room 120  

Comfort/Cry Rooms Available At All Services 
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Care Ministries Feature -- DivorceCare 
 
Did you know that Community Church wants to walk with you through life’s ups 

and downs?  One of the ways we are here for our church and community is by 

providing the DivorceCare ministry.   
 

Most people will tell you that separation and divorce are the most painful and stressful experiences they’ve ever faced. 

It’s a confusing time when you feel isolated and have lots of questions about issues you’ve never faced before.   

DivorceCare groups meet weekly to help you face these challenges and move toward rebuilding your life. Each session 

has two distinct elements: 
 

Seminar with Experts 

During the first 30–40 minutes of the meeting, each DivorceCare group watches a video seminar featuring top 

experts on divorce and recovery subjects. These videos are produced in an interesting-to-watch television  

magazine format featuring expert interviews, real-life case studies and on-location video. 

A Support Group with Focus 

After viewing the video, DivorceCare group participants spend time as a support group, discussing what was  

presented in that week’s video seminar and what is going on in the lives of group members. 
 

One DivorceCare leader, Carol Soule said, “Divorce is a very personal and intimate journey.”  Carol became interested in 

Divorce Care because she unfortunately had gone through divorce after 15 years of marriage and having two small  

children.  God taught her so much during that time, that she wanted to be able to help others.  Carol has been leading  

DivorceCare groups at Community Church for many years and has helped many people. 
 

One of Carol’s co-leaders is Jody Miller. She wanted to help Carol facilitate DivorceCare because she found so much 

help from a DivorceCare group that was conducted in another church many years ago when she also experienced  

Divorce. The small group was a very positive experience. A highlight of her week for 13 weeks. And although it took 

many years to recover, she is now remarried. When Jody and her husband Todd decided to join Community church and 

she learned of the DivorceCare group at Community, she was interested in serving and happy to help with the program. 

Jody says, “I’m not a psychologist, or counselor, or teacher, but I can empathize and listen to stories that other people 

tell. I love doing this program with Carole. She is a wonderful role model and friend.” 
 

Carol, who is also now remarried, reminds us, “Divorce is awful and everyone hurts.  You never think you are going to 

heal – but even after the 13 weeks, healing has begun.  It’s so amazing to see tears turn to smiles and then even  

laughter.  After about the 4th week, the group starts to minister to each other.  It is truly amazing.  That’s when Jody and I 

just sit back and watch God take over.”  Jody adds, “When I went through Divorce Care, I found friendship with other 

single women in the class. The new friendships enriched my life and we had positive Christian companionship that 

helped with the deep loneliness and lack of self-confidence during this dark time.” 
 

So much in life gets turned upside down in divorce, but this program suggests positive change is possible and provides 

practical advice. And we focus on our Lord and how we are never alone. He cares for us and loves us and wants a  

personal relationship with us. It's really a new life you have to build for yourself. All on your own. You can receive good 

mentoring through DivorceCare.  
 

Anyone going through separation or are divorced will benefit from DivorceCare.  It is one group of people that KNOW 
EXACTLY what you are going through and it is completely confidential.    Your friends and family will love you and 

support you, but there is nothing like having someone know how awful you feel.    Divorce is a life changing event -  one 

that should not be trivialized. 
 

The next session of DivorceCare begins February 6.  Contact Carol Soule for details or to sign up at (724) 448-7677 or 

soulewt@comcast.net. 
 

If you prefer to meet with an individual about a need in your life (Divorce or anything else), consider Stephen Ministry.  

Contact Elizabeth Somes at ESomes@CommunityUMChurch.com. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAYING CONNECTED 

 
There used to be a sign that PennDot would place in construction zones that read: “Temporary Inconvenience for  

Permanent Improvement.” Do you remember seeing that sign? I don’t know if they still use it or not. Well, I believe we 

could use that sign at Community Church these days.  

 

This major construction project is affecting every part of our church facility. Getting in and out of the parking lot is now 

more challenging and once parked, the distance to walk (especially to the sanctuary of traditional worship) is formidable. 

In fact, some of our more senior members, as well as some with mobility issues, find that combination of parking and 

walking prohibitive. Personally, I am aware that some of our most faithful members are not able to navigate these  

challenges. Right now they cannot join us for worship. We are truly sorry for this circumstance. But remember, this is a 

temporary inconvenience.  

 

When the new worship center is completed we will have more close parking than we had before. The distance from  

parking to where we will worship will be closer than ever before. In addition, there will be a covered drop off entrance, 

which will be a great benefit to all and a real blessing to those for whom a long walk in the elements is not possible. 

When the new building is completed it will truly be “Permanent Improvement.” 

 

Until that day comes, let me remind everyone that each week the worship service message is recorded. You can view 

these messages by going to our Community Church website: www.communityumchurch.com. Once on the homepage, 

click on INFO and scroll down to VIDEO SERMONS. 

 

Of course, this is not the same as being gathered together, but is a great way of staying connected during this period of 

construction. 

 

Please also know you may call upon your pastors to come to you if you have need of a visit. Simply call the church office 

(724-744-3413) or email: info@communityumchurch.com. Pastor Rich, Pastor Jim, or myself would be more than  

willing to come visit with you. Just ask. 

 

Grace & Peace, 

 

 

 

Pastor John 

Annual Church Conference  
 

Sunday, December 3rd at 12:30pm Community United Methodist Church will meet for our annual 
Church Conference.  We will elect officers, set the pastors salaries, review the past year and plan 
for the coming year.  Every elected officer and leader of the church should be present but every 

member of the congregation is welcome to attend and participate in this meeting.  

https://www.divorcecare.org/about/experts
https://www.divorcecare.org/about/experts
https://www.divorcecare.org/about/topics
mailto:soulewt@comcast.net
http://www.communityumchurch.com
mailto:info@communityumchurch.com
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