Non Profit Organization

Community

CONNECTION

Postage Paid
Irwin, PA 15642
Permit No. 5

Community Church
A United Methodist Congregation

COMMUNITY CONNECTION
“To Follow Jesus and Lead Others to Him”

3487 Route 130, Irwin, PA 15642
Vol. 23, No. 2

March 2018

STAYING FOCUSED…
Is This Why Jesus Died?
Chocolate? Coffee? Coke? Watermelon in March? What did you give up for Lent?
Because that’s the question, right? Find a way to deprive yourself of something that’s
comforting or convenient for you. And it’s not wrong to do that; to sacrifice something you
want so you can better identify with the sacrifice Jesus made for you.
Change Service Requested

For some, you didn’t give anything up you took something on; healthier eating, an exercise
routine, performing one random act of kindness each day. That’s good, too. Making your
life better as a way of thanking Jesus for His sacrifice.

DATED MATERIAL: Please Expedite
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But here’s the question: Is this why Jesus died? Is this what Lent is really about? Lent is a
period of 40 days, not counting Sundays. Historically in the church, Lent was modeled after
the 40 days of Jesus’ fasting in the desert. It was used to prepare people for baptism and to
join the church. It begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Saturday just prior to Easter. It
includes Holy Week, the final week of Jesus’ earthly life. That week begins with Palm
Sunday, the commemoration and celebration of Jesus’ final entrance into Jerusalem. Enter
the donkey and the palms. But as it sweeps forward through Maundy Thursday, the mood
changes. On Thursday Jesus gathered His closest friends for what we call “the Last Supper.”
The next day, Good Friday, cries of “Hosanna” are replaced by shouts of “Crucify!” As the
darkness of death settles over God’s people, we wait for the glorious…but wait, we’re
getting ahead of ourselves. It’s Lent. Symbolized by ashes and repentance and sacrifice.
A time when followers of Jesus recognize their own mortality and sinfulness.
And this is powerful. To consider that Jesus endured the suffering, the humiliation, the cross
for me. Suddenly, my act of sacrifice seems so small. Chocolate and exercise don’t seem
to be enough. I mean, Is this why Jesus died? So that you won’t eat sweets for a few
weeks? Or not enjoy java for a month? Did Jesus die so
that you can add some sit-ups to your day and feel better
Is this why Jesus died?
about yourself? Or did He die for more? Jesus didn’t die so
So you won’t eat sweets
you wouldn’t eat chocolate. Jesus died so you can taste
for a couple weeks?
eternity. He died to forgive you and to free you. And that
deserves more than “no watermelon in March.”
Continued on page 2
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Is This Why Jesus Died continued from page 1

Jesus died not so you can give up certain pleasures, but so that you can give up sin, and
the guilt and shame that come with it. So maybe, rather than giving up chocolate (btw, my
Mother-in-law has a sign on her kitchen counter that reads, “I’d give up chocolate, but I’m
no quitter.” I like that!) you can give up your past. At least the sinful, guilty, often painful
parts of it. That’s why Jesus died. And maybe, rather than take on healthier living (which I
wholeheartedly encourage) you can embrace the gift of new life offered so freely. When
you do, you discover the deeper meaning of the season.
And about that glorious celebration of the empty grave? It’s coming! You can read about
when to celebrate it in this newsletter, along with all the Lenten opportunities. Be BLESSED as
you journey with Jesus this season.
ALL for His Glory,

Pastor Rich

The origin of "Easter"

It’s not certain where the word Easter, which never appears in Scripture, originates.
In some places, the day is called Pasch, which comes from “Passover,” the festival during
which Jesus was crucified. Others call it Resurrection Sunday.
Some scholars think the church absorbed the word Easter from pagan roots, because the
goddess of spring, Eostre, was celebrated about the same time as Passover.

Others suggest the word derives from an old Latin phrase referring to the white robes
traditionally worn by people being baptized on the Sunday that celebrates Jesus’
resurrection.
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MARCH CALENDAR
Sundays

8:30 & 11 am

5:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Traditional Worship Service
Community Kid’s Experience
Joyful Noise
Small group Bible study
Confirmation Class
Current Worship Service
Community Kid’s Experience
Fuel Middle
Fuel
Community Ringers
Christian Believer

Monday

10:00 am

Worship Team

Tuesdays

9:00 am
6:30 pm

Staff Meeting
Divorce Care

9:30 am
10:30 am

Wednesdays

Thursdays

10:00 am
6:00 pm
6:45 pm

9:00 am
7:00 pm

Fridays
Saturdays
1st & 3rd Mondays

2:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
7:30 pm
9:30 am

1st & 3rd Wednesdays
1st & 3rd Thursdays
2nd & 4th Thursday

March 5
March 12
March 13
March 15
March 19

Tuesday
Wednesday
Monday

March 20
March 21
March 26

Community Connection

March

Mar. 4
Mar. 11
Mar. 18
Mar. 25
Mar. 29

Connectional Meeting
Disciple 3
Disciple 2
Men’s Bible Study
Disciple 4
Disciple 1
Lenten Study
Community Kids small group

8:30
8:30
8:30
8:30
7:00

Allen Kane & Aidan Coiner
11:00
Jared Miller & Isaiah Francis
11:00
Morgan Spudy & Maura Coiner
11:00
Chloe Ziros & Jacob Dormire
11:00
Carter Blasi & Jacob Dormire - (Maundy Thursday)

Carter Blasi & Matthew Phipps
Trinity & Matthew Alaia
Allison Styamates
Samantha Hollerman & Kayden Lawther

SUNDAY GREETERS - Contact Sandy Wessel - 724-744-3754

March 11
March 18
March 25
March 29

8:30
11:00
8:30
11:00
8:30
11:00
8:30
11:00
7:00

Sharon Ziros and Andrew Ziros
Kathleen and Ken Pyle
Joann Parsons and Barbara & Jay Zelezniak
Violet Hynes and John Hynes
Carol Urtin and Chuck Urtin
Judy Oskin and Laird Oskin
Lisa Popovich and Sam & Nick Popovich
Heather Rodehaver and Jarrod Rodehaver
Andrew August and Kelly Brown

Busy Hands Sewing Group
Chancel Choir
Current Worship Service
Soaring Eagles Bible Study
Emmaus Reunion meeting
Co-ed Bible Study
Exalt Men’s Group
Women’s Bible Study

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Tuesday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Monday

ACOLYTES - Contact Carol Decker - 724-515-7252

March 4

Lenten Dinners
6:00 pm

MARCH SCHEDULE

12:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
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Super Seniors
United Methodist Women
Staff Parish Relations Committee
Kids Sewing
Kids Sewing
Building Committee
Trustees
Finance
Church Council

Taking up the cross
“That’s her cross to bear,” it’s said of someone’s hardship or inconvenience. The
challenge might be as serious as poverty or as trivial as crabby neighbors. However,
when Jesus called people to “take up their cross,” he didn’t mean it that way. Nor
was he referring to anyone imposing suffering on another.
When Jesus said, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me” (Matthew 16:24 and parallels), he spoke of a
radical new way to engage a society that more often called people to take up swords
and fight for self-preservation. He called people to peace, not violence — and from
being self-focused to following him.
That is also Jesus’ call today. The cross isn’t a euphemism that lets us dismiss
someone’s suffering. We don’t appoint someone else to bear it. When we choose
the cross, we do so for ourselves in response to Jesus’ invitation that, one way or
another, ultimately leads through death to new life.
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Builder’s Corner
Altar & Narthex Flowers are available on the following dates:
Hall outside Sanctuary: March: 4, 18 & 25
Altar: April 8, 22, 29
Hall outside Sanctuary: April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Please contact the Church Office for other dates throughout the year and
to reserve your date. Flower arrangements are $20.00 each.

2018 Women’s Retreat - Real Women. Real Faith. / Save the Date!
Hey ladies! Community Church’s 2018 Women’s Retreat will be April 20-22, 2018 at
Laurelville Mennonite Retreat Center. We’ll be exploring what We Believe based on
women in the Bible who have set such solid examples that we can apply to our lives
today. More information about the retreat and information about registration will be
coming soon! Cost is $100 per person. Rooms are hotel style with semi-private bath.

United Methodist Women
Our next regular meeting will be Monday, March 12th at 7 pm in the Multi Ministries Room. Hostesses
for the evening are Patsy Brode and Patsy Simon. Program: Beverly's Birthdays is a nonprofit,
Pittsburgh organization providing birthday cheer for homeless children. Kate Livingston, Director of
Community Engagement, will be here to speak to us about their program. We will also be observing our
annual Prayer and Self-Denial given by Patsy Simon. Come out and join fellowship with us on this very
informative night. All women of the church are invited!

Attention High School Seniors! It’s Scholarship Time!
Scholarship forms for the Patterson Scholarship and the Loughry Scholarship are available in the Penn-Trafford library
NOW. Forms are due back to the guidance office between March 18th – 25th.

Community Central - Are You In?
Have you created your Community Central account yet? More and more groups are using Community
Central to schedule events and communicate important information to our members. Create your account
today so you don't miss a thing! If you haven't set up an account yet, you can request an activation email
from the Community Central page on the church website (CommunityUMChurch.com/community-central). To request a
new activation email, click "Sign Up" under the log-in boxes. You can also contact Kim Rugh
(krugh@communityumchurch.com) for help setting up an account.
What is Community Central and why do I need to be there? Community Central is the
web-based hub for everything going on at Community Church. It's where you can access the church directory with contact
information for staff, leadership and members. You can easily update your own contact information, see calendars, group
schedules, activities at the church and even set-up online giving. You definitely want a Community Central account so you
don't miss out on any of the happenings at Community Church!
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Spring is in the air, and we’re finally seeing the new sanctuary emerge from the ground! What a welcome sight. Over the
next few weeks, the contractor will be erecting the pre-engineered metal sheeting (the shell) of the new addition. They’ll
also be erecting the structural steel, such as the bar joists and steel decking, and installing the underground utilities inside
the building (electrical conduit, water and sanitary lines, that sort of thing). Even more exciting, they’ll be working on the
foundation and blockwork for the stage, the lift, and the baptistery.
Shortly after Easter, the Building Committee hopes to invite the congregation to tour the addition and to write their favorite
Bible verse on the unfinished walls or floor of the new sanctuary. I just can’t wait to write my name and claim God’s
blessing on the bones of our new church. That will be a fantastic moment. Next to the footprint of the sanctuary, the
contractors will be installing the drain system for our roof drains towards the new underground StormTech system. The
new system will increase the capacity of our existing underground storm water storage tank. By law, we need to minimize
the increase in storm-water runoff from our property, so we don’t increase the frequency and severity of flooding downstream. The underground tanks collect rainwater then slowly release it to a small drainage ditch at the lower end of the
property. The underground tanks also help to reduce the temperature of runoff from the parking lot during a summer storm
(heated runoff can be detrimental to aquatic critters living in the receiving stream).
In the front, the contractors will be pouring the slab on grade for the curtain wall lobby area. Once this work begins, we’ll
lose the front entrance to the sanctuary again, which has been a nice benefit during these cold and snowy days. The
contractors will construct the exterior framing for the vestibule and construct the parapet wall on the roof, enabling them to
finish up the roofing system over the office suite. Inside the office suite, they’ll be sheet rocking the second floor (the walls
in the first floor classrooms are already complete), and installing utilities. McKnight anticipates that we’ll have occupancy
of the office suite in May and of the downstairs classrooms in June, after they construct a second form of egress for the
classrooms. Allowing us to occupy the office suite will enable them to start the remodel of several other spaces. (Do you
remember those little plastic puzzles that you move one square at a time to create a picture? That’s what this project
reminds me of!)
Upstairs, the contractors will be placing the finishing touches on the restrooms to have them available by Easter. Sometime
in mid-March, the choir room will move over to Room 210, so the contractor can start the demolition, making way for the
future mail and conference rooms (another square moved in the puzzle).
The demolition of existing spaces has raised some questions about the presence of asbestos in the church building.
Asbestos, a generic term for a group of natural-occurring mineral fibers that exhibit excellent insulation and heat resistance
properties, was commonly used in construction from the 1930s until the 1970s. It is also a known health concern when
microscopic fibers become airborne and are inhaled into the lungs, such as when disturbed by sawing or drilling.
The oldest part of the church (completed in 1961) was constructed using some asbestos-containing materials (ACM). An
asbestos survey conducted in 2002 identified ACM in the 9” floor tiles, the mastic (or glue), and the first-floor acoustic
plaster ceilings. No asbestos was found in the ’84 addition.
Over the years, some ACM floor tile has been removed for various upgrade projects. Air quality tests conducted after each
of the demolition projects, including the most recent demolition of two areas upstairs for the restrooms, tested well within
the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) safe limits for exposure to asbestos.

To date, no ACM acoustic plaster ceilings have been removed, however, due to the amount of work that will be occurring
in Fellowship Hall this summer, the acoustic plaster ceiling in Fellowship Hall will need to be removed. During the first
week of demolition, right after school lets out in May, a licensed abatement company will seal off the Fellowship Hall and,
under strict guidelines, safely remove the ACM ceiling. When complete, tests will be conducted to ensure the indoor air
quality falls within safe state and federal limits. After this construction project is complete, it will be a relief to have the
majority (if not all) of the ACM removed from the church. After all, the goal of McKnight, the Building Committee, and
the members of the church is to ensure that the church we’re constructing is a safe and secure place for our children,
members, guests, and workers, where we can demonstrate Christ’s love, lead our neighbors to Christ, and launch them into
ministry for His glory. Happy (and safe) building!
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Welcoming Words
Capital Campaign UPDATE!
235 Cards Returned
$2,189,404.00
Pledge Total

$1,647,436.96

Total Given To Date

For information on giving, please contact Financial Secretary Melanie Barrett
at mbarrett@communityumchurch.com or 724-392-4212.
If you have any questions, or if you would like to make a formal pledge to the
capital campaign, please let us know. Feel free to talk to our pastors or staff about
the best way to get involved.

By Elizabeth Somes
Forgotten
This past week I had two experiences that caused me to pause.
The first: I received a letter in the mail from a man I had helped years ago. He generously thanked me at the time I
helped him and we exchanged addresses but, had no more communication. He was writing me to say again how much
he had appreciated my somewhat random act of kindness and that he was moving away from the area. He asked me “if
I remembered helping him.” I did.
The second: I was putting away my Christmas decor and re-decorating for Easter. I came across a prayer jar that had
little papers with prayers written on them still inside. I pulled out the cards and remembered all the names I had prayed
for except one. It finally came to me who the person was. I had forgotten.
I’m fairly certain in the first situation, the man was cleaning out and packing boxes and came across my address. I
know I had to move some stuff around to find my prayer jar and shift some thoughts around to recall who it was I had
prayed for just last year during Lent.

Erik Brammell
PO Box 64
Bradenville, PA 15620

David Brown
135 Manor View Drive
Manor, PA 15665

Have you ever forgotten anything? Perhaps it’s your keys or a person’s name? Have you forgotten about the
importance of your relationship with Jesus? Your relationship with His people the church? What about your relationship with people who don’t know Jesus? Perhaps you are in a groove, minding your own business, going with the flow
and making it work? It’s easy to forget.
Lent is the time of year to remember. Remember what Jesus has done for us. Remember what it means to be in
relationship with Him, the church and the world. During the 40 days of Lent, you may need to move some stuff around
to understand new truths about Jesus or new places he needs to work in your life. But, the season of spring cleaning is
perfect not just for our homes but also our hearts.

Glenn & Jill Huffman
2008 Stone Bridge Court
Harrison City, PA 15636

Remove
Charlotte Hilty - death
Eugene Stawicki - death
Janet Vechter - death
Michelle Miller - death
Mike & Gayle Kochasic - transferred
Amanda & Maegan Kochasic - transferred

Easter possibilities
The message of Easter is not only that Christ is risen, not only that suffering is not the last word,
not only that God gives new life, but this: Nothing is impossible with God.

You have not been forgotten by our Lord. You have not been forgotten by the church. And it’s never too late to start
fresh with Him. Below are some ideas to explore during this Lent. Perhaps one or more will help you connect with the
Christ who will always remember you!
Lenten Ideas to Connect and Remember:
Make a prayer jar
Write a letter to someone
Have a family devotional
Join a small group
Worship weekly
Find a way to serve
Distribute Easter Service invite cards
Meditate on Scripture
Prayer walk or prayer stretch for exercise
Listen to Christian music, podcast or books
If you have questions about any of these ideas or need additional assistance, don’t hesitate to contact me, Elizabeth
Somes at ESomes@CommunityUMChurch.com.

—The Rev. James Martin, S.J.
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Lenten
Lunches & Dinners

Community’s Kids
Erin Kerstetter – Director of Children’s Ministries

THE GREAT SURPRISE Join us on March 31st from 10:00 am –12:00 pm

Every Friday, February 16 through March 23
Lunch: 11:00 ~ 4:00 p.m.
One price: $7.50

At the Great Surprise, families will be thrilled as they discover in surprising ways - and maybe for the first time - that
Jesus is alive! This is a free Easter event for kids and families.

Vacation Bible School Cancelled: After LOTS of prayer, consideration, conversations with both church
leadership and the construction team, we’ve decided that it’s in the best interest and safety of the kids that we do not
hold VBS this year. This was not an easy decision and we considered many alternatives, options, and room arrangements. There were many factors that went into this decision, but we believe that it’s the right one. VBS will be back in
2019, and will be better than ever! Please see Erin Kerstetter if you have any specific questions.

Jesus All Night RECAP!
Menu: Fish Sandwich and Fries
(Take Out Orders For Lunch ONLY Call: 724-744-7072)

Dinner: 4:00 ~ 7:30 p.m.
Adults: $10.00

Children

(under 12):

$6.00

Dinner Menu Includes:
Entrée, 1 Hot Side, 1 Cold Side, Dessert, Drink
(coffee, iced tea or lemonade)

(pop & bottled water sold separately)
Entrées:
Battered Fried Fish
Baked Fish
Crab Cake
Chicken
Pierogies (6)

Community Connection

March

Hot Sides:
Fresh-cut Fries
Haluski
Macaroni & Cheese
Pierogies (3)
Green Beans

10

Cold Sides:
Coleslaw
Applesauce
Tossed Salad

50 kids + one night locked inside the church = an incredible experience filled with Jesus! Kids who attended the
second annual Jesus All Night, had to do more than just show up that night. They had to attend at least six church
events and gather signatures from church leaders, then turn those in as their sign up for this event. 50 kids in kindergarten thru fifth grade completed this and got to experience church in fun and exciting ways. We focused our night on
the Fruits of the Spirit (Yes! Yes! Yes, we do! We’ve got the Spirit, how about you?!). But we didn’t just learn them,
we experienced them, and looked for them throughout the night. Literally! Special “God Rocks” were hidden throughout the church and kids had to find them, then pass them on as they saw the Fruits in others. Special prayer moments,
worship, pizza, ga-ga-ball, communion in our pj’s, capture the flag, and much more (I can’t tell you ALL our fun!). The
fourth & fifth graders even got to sleep in the sanctuary, under the colored lights that lit up the cross!

Camp Allegheny Winter Retreat RECAP!
Up in the mountains of Stoystown PA, Camp A weekend is a favorite for many of Community’s Kids! This year was no
exception! The theme of our weekend was #UnleashYourUnique and we focused on snowflakes. Each snowflake is
made by God and no two are ever exactly the same as another. The same goes for each of us! God made every one of
us incredibly unique, and when we discover what it is that makes us unique from everyone else (it’s not always obvious!), we can use it to do incredible things for His Kingdom! Our Camp A weekend included Bible messages, craft
activities, prayer experiences, worship, escape rooms, skits, communion, gym time, campfire & s’mores, and --of
course—sledding!

Coming up: Preschool Winter JAM! March 13, from noon-2pm. An animated & interactive
Bible story time, with hands on activities & sensory games related to the story of Creation is especially designed for
our preschool friends & their grown ups. All are welcome! For more info, contact Miss Sherry at
shoyman@communityumchurch.com.
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Deaths
We extend our Christian love and sympathy to
•
•
•
•
•

Jim & Georgann Reagan and Family on the passing of Jim’s father, James E. Reagan
Charene Stumpf and Scott Hilty and Families on the death of their mother, Charlotte Hilty
Pat Stawicki on the passing of Pat’s husband Eugene
Friends and Family of Janet Vechter
Ed Miller and Family on the death of his wife Michelle Miller

Palm Sunday Weekend
Baptisms
Congratulations to the following families on the baptism of their children:



Scott & Stephanie Duddy - daughter Teagan Kaye Duddy
Kyle & Lindsay Dempsey - son Ethan James Dempsey

Saturday - March 24th 6:00 pm
Sunday - March 25th 8:30 & 11 am

Maundy Thursday
Traditional Worship with Communion 7:00 pm

Good Friday

New Members
Please welcome the following new members to Community Church
Richard & Bette Rodibaugh
2491 Northview Drive
N. Huntingdon, PA 15642
Phone: 724-863-7363

Good Friday Worship - 12 pm
Community Service - Levelgreen Presbyterian Church - 7:00 pm

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION CHANGES
Due to ever rising cost of producing and mailing our monthly newsletters,
we would like you to consider the following options:
Option #1

If you attend regularly please consider the “Pick-up at Church” option. Please let the church office know
you will pick a copy up at the Welcome Center and we will remove your name from the list.

Option #2

“Church Website” ~ Please let the church office know you will be reading the newsletter online and we
will remove your name from the list.

Option #3

“Email Distribution” ~ Please provide email information to the church office and we will send your
newsletter via email each month.

Option #4

If you no longer wish to receive our monthly Newsletter, please contact the church office so that we can
remove your name from our list.

Worship Opportunities Easter Weekend
Saturday - March 31st
6:00 pm - Night of Worship, MMR
Sunday - April 1

8:00 am Traditional Worship - Sanctuary (1/2 hour earlier)
9:30 am Traditional Worship - Sanctuary (Added Service)
10:30 am Current Easter - MMR
11:00 am Traditional Worship - Sanctuary

We have begun sending our Newsletter by email to those who have requested an email.
Please let the church office know if you signed up for email but did not receive your Newsletter.
Receiving the newsletter by regular mail will still be available to those that do not have internet
access. Please call or email the church office at info@communityumchurch.com.
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C. L. A. S. S. 101

Christian Life and Service Seminar
New Members Small Group Class
Want to know more about Community Church?
Interested in church membership?
Then make plans to attend CLASS 101.
Saturdays Beginning April 4th
Begins at 4:00pm in Patterson Parlor
This class is a requirement to become a member of Community Church. We try to offer it at least
quarterly. If you have decided on becoming a member, please make every effort to attend. If you are
still considering membership, please come to receive the information so that when you make the
decision, you’ll be ready.
Tear off and put in Offering Plate or
Return to Church Office
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REGISTER ME FOR C.L.A.S.S. 101
Name: _______________________________________________
Phone: _______________ Cell Phone: ___________________
Address _____________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________
Childcare: # of Children ______

Ages ________________

Have questions about CLASS 101 or need childcare,
please contact Elizabeth Somes at esomes@communityumchurch.com
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