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Community Church 

 A United Methodist Congregation 
Pastor: Rev. John E. Ciampa - jciampa@communityumchurch.com  

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Rich Phipps - rphipps@communityumchurch.com 

Minister of Pastoral Care:  Rev. James Decker - jdecker@communityumchurch.com 

Director of Youth Ministries:  Scott Uhlinger - suhlinger@communityumchurch.com 

Director of Children’s Ministry: Erin Kerstetter - ekerstetter@communityumchurch.com 

Director of Connectional Ministries: Elizabeth Somes - esomes@communityumchurch.com 

Director of Traditional Worship Arts: Keeley DiMartino - kdimartino@communityumchurch.com 

Director of Current Worship Arts: Mike Kleinschmidt - mkleinschmidt@communityumchurch.com 

Treasurer: Heather Dolhi - 412-855-2515 - hdolhi@communityumchurch.com 

Financial Secretary:  Melanie Barrett - 724-392-4212 - mbarrett@communityumchurch.com  

Director of Communications:  Katie Morgan - kmorgan@communityumchurch.com 

Director of Food Ministries: Kendra Simpson - ksimpson@communityumchurch.com 

Facilities Manager: Deb MacAllister - dmacallister@communityumchurch.com 

Facilities  Maintenance - Bob Hengstenberg - 724-217-0446 - bhengstenberg@communityumchurch.com 

Discipleship:  Dawn Dormire      Evangelism: Don Dolhi 

Worship: Pam Ramsey        Communications:  Katie Morgan 

Church Secretaries: Carole Helsel  - chelsel@communityumchurch.com  

              Wendy Johnson - wjohnson@communityumchurch.com 

Phone: (724) 744-3413   FAX: (724) 744-4758 

E-mail Address: info@communityumchurch.com 

Church Web Page Address: www.communityumchurch.com 

Worship Services: 

  Sunday Evening - 5:30 p.m. - Youth Worship 

  Saturday Evening – 6:00 p.m.- Current (Contemporary) Worship  

  Sunday Morning – 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. - Traditional Worship 

  Sunday Morning - 10:45 a.m. - Current (Contemporary) Worship 

  Sunday School – 9:45 a.m. 
 

Community Connection is published monthly for members and friends of Community United Methodist Church.   

Deadline for submission of articles is the 10th of every month unless otherwise noted.  

Articles can be delivered to Pastor John, Pastor Rich or to the church office. 

STAYING FOCUSED…   
 

Together… 
 

I’ve been in churches with worship challenges. Not that worship wasn’t meaningful and exciting and 

a time when people engaged Jesus Christ. But the people coming to the different styles of worship 

didn’t value each other. I am so thankful Community UMC doesn’t act that way. Sometimes our dif-

ferent styles step on each other’s toes. Sometimes we bump into each other and someone forgets 

that we’re all part of the same family. But for the vast majority of the time, this church does a really 

good job of valuing our different styles of worship and the people who choose them. It’s a sign of 

spiritual maturity and makes us look a lot like Jesus. 
 

I was recently reminded of the beauty of this church’s personality on Christmas Day. See, for weeks 

there had been rehearsals. The songs were chosen. The Tech Team was prepared. The worship ex-

perience was planned. And at 10:00 on Christmas morning our church family came together to wor-

ship as one. Walking into the MMR I loved seeing the choir on stage with the Worship Team. My heart 

overflowed with joy when I saw Keeley (our Director of Traditional Worship Arts) and Mike (our  

Director of Modern Worship Arts) leading worship together. Christmas Day they led us in such  

beautiful worship.  
 

Then there was the crowd. You came in, those of you who are used to sitting in pews, and you sat in 

chairs! Accustomed to a pulpit and an altar and a chancel, you worshiped in front of a moveable 

stage (we move it in and out every weekend!), the front and sides of which are used every weekend 

by people kneeling before God in prayer. And instead of a pulpit, a music stand held the Word of 

God. And for 50 minutes we worshiped! We sang, we prayed, we listened to God’s Word. And I  

believe God was pleased. 
 

The following Sunday a similar thing happened. At 10:00 on New Year’s Day, we gathered in the 

sanctuary as one family. Some of you had never been upstairs before. A few admitted they didn’t 

even know we had an upstairs! You sat in pews and sang along to an organ and a piano, with a lit-

tle guitar thrown in, too. And you worshiped. And again, I believe God was pleased. 
 

We are the body of Christ. And I am thankful that Community Church acts like it. Our Christmas ser-

vices saw more than 2,300 people come through our doors. Looking back, we were a marvelous 

demonstration of Christ. Which makes me look forward with joyful anticipation of what God will grow 

us into. As we step into 2017, let’s continue to be the face, voice, and heart of Jesus together. 
 

ALL for His Glory, 

Pastor Rich 

COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
 

“To Know Christ and Share Christ With Others” 

 Vol. 21,  No.  1                         January/February 2017  
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Capital Campaign UPDATE! 

 
To date, our “Growing Together...Building in Faith” Capital Campaign has seen 231 cards returned for 
the total of $2,175,044. If you have not yet submitted a Commitment Card, please consider doing so.  

Cards are available at the Church Welcome Centers or call the church office and we will mail one to you.  
The “Building in Faith” total given to date is $887,172. 

 

Online Giving 

If you'd prefer to give online, that option is available to you!  
On our website, www.CommunityUMChurch.com, go to the Resources menu and  

choose Online Giving. There you'll find an easy and secure way to contribute your tithe or offering  
as well as your commitment to the Building Campaign.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeters Ministry: I wish to thank all of our gracious members at CUMC for scheduling to be happy greeters for all 

church services. It is a beautiful privilege to welcome all family, friends and followers of Jesus Christ to worship   

together in God’s house, and to smile, shake hands and pass out bulletins for all church services. God’s light does shine 

on all of you.    Love and Grace, Sandra Wessel, Greeters Co-ordinator 
 

Holiday Helping Hands: Thank you to everyone that helped make Christmas a little brighter for families in our com-

munity by sponsoring a child or donating money to Holiday Helping Hands.  With your help, we were able to provide 

gifts for more than 250 children!  Here are just a few of the many notes we received from the families we served: 
 

 Helping Hands helped so much last year... our children were both able to have new bikes that we weren't able to get 

for them.  The smiles on their faces Christmas morning was the best gift ever!!   
 

 ...I am replacing everything on a very limited income.  I am grateful for your help to give my daughter a stable life 

back.  ---- (a fire had destroyed their home) 
 

 Thank you for the great gifts!!   These are what my children really wanted so they will be beyond happy!!!!  These 

gifts mean a lot to my family.  I believe this is a blessing from God and I am very grateful.    
 

Thank you so much for your generosity and showing our community the love of Christ! May our light shine all year 

long!  
 

THE BUSY HANDS SEWING GROUP would like to say THANK YOU to all those folks who so generously do-

nated items for our Christmas-stocking project.  We appreciated all of the items that we received and are happy to report 

that we made (and distributed) over 700 stockings!  Don’t forget…if you are interested in joining our group, we will be 

meeting every Thursday starting January 5th at 9:00 AM in Room 207….come and see what we are all about!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Our Deepest Thanks…from Pastors John, Rich & Jim 
 

Once again this Christmas Season we have been blessed over and over again by the kindness and generosity our 

church family has shown to us. The cards, gifts, cookies, well wishes, and the Congregational Christmas Gift you 

have given to us have warmed our hearts and our homes. To be sure the Advent/Christmas season is busy and  

demanding, but the support, consideration and love you have expressed in many ways has made the season a rich 

blessing for each of us and our families. From the depths of our hearts we say thanks to each and every one of you 

and to all, we pray God’s very best for this new year! 

http://www.CommunityUMChurch.com
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JANUARY/FEBRUARY SCHEDULE 
 

 
 

ACOLYTES - Contact Carol Decker - 724-515-7252 
 

Jan. 1    8:30 Emily Spudy & Maura Coiner      11:00  Samantha Hollerman & Ben Hollerman 

Jan. 8    8:30  Aidan Coiner & Chloe Ziros      11:00  Daniel Stones & Logan Kerstetter 

Jan. 15   8:30 Isaiah Francis & Jared Miller      11:00  Haley Begg & Emma Chamberlin 

Jan. 22   8:30 Allen Kane & Maddie Watson     11:00  Sierra August & Allison Huffman 

Jan. 29   8:30 Aidan Coiner & Emma Chamberlin    11:00  Kayden Lawther & Lily Morgan      
 

Feb. 5    8:30 Maura Coiner & Isaiah Francis     11:00  Matthew Alaia & Trinity Alaia 

Feb. 12   8:30 Allen Kane & Chloe Ziros      11:00  Ben Hollerman & Daniel Stones 

Feb. 19   8:30 Maddie Watson & Emma Chamberlin   11:00  Samantha Hollerman  & Allison Huffman    

Feb. 26   8:30 Morgan Spudy & Aidan Coiner     11:00 Lily Morgan & Allison Staymates 

 

SUNDAY GREETERS - Contact Sandy Wessel   -  724-744-3754 
 

January 1      8:30  Cliff Lyon & Joanne Parson and Penny King 

      11:00  Jill Spillers and Alyssa Mountan & Pat Stawicki 

January 8      8:30  Nancy and Kerry Moser & Sharon Berginc 

      11:00  Jill and Glenn Huffman  

January 15     8:30  Kelly Brown & Janice Bowell 

      11:00  Florence Laffoon & Barbara Crissman 

January 22     8:30  Toni and Don Buddemeyer & Linda and Ron Briggs 

      11:00  Andrew and Nancy Husak & Sandy and David Good 

January 29     8:30  Dottie and Jim Ciongoli & Susan and Regis Byerly  

      11:00  Mary Jo and David Paterline & Andrew and Nancy Husak  
 

February 5     8:30  Sharon and Andy Ziros & Janet and Don Wagner 

      11:00  Jodi and Chris Blasi & Kathy Thurston 

February 12     8:30  Joanne Parson and Penny King & Arlene and Gomer Ralph 

      11:00  Carolyn and Ed Miller & Judy and John Ryaby 

February 19     8:30  Sunny Nickle & Judy Nedley 

      11:00  Amy and James Frey & Jane Logesky 

February 26     8:30  Bonnie and Joe Ramus & Krista, Philip & Mya Kochasic 

      11:00  Carol and Bill Soule & Jill Spillers and Alyssa Mountan 

 

LITURGISTS - Contact Joyce Wright - 724-864-1445 
 

Jan. 1    8:30  Kyle Eisenhuth       11:00         

Jan. 8       8:30    Larry Brammell       11:00    Patsy Ciampa 

Jan. 15   8:30  John Toellner       11:00  Rich Henry 

Jan. 22   8:30  Donna Auckerman      11:00  Becky Kochasic 

Jan. 20   8:30  Billy Watterson       11:00  Drew Patrick 
 

Feb. 5    8:30  Karen Coiner       11:00  Becky Brammell 

Feb. 12           8:30  Heather Dolhi       11:00  Pam Harden 

Feb. 19   8:30  Dwight Willaman      11:00  Starr Warnock 

Feb. 26   8:30  Barry Williams       11:00  Carol Decker 

 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

January 1-7      Elaine Petroski      January 29-February 4   Carolyn Miller 

January 8-14      Pat Stawicki       February 5-11     Carol Soule 

January 15-21     Deb MacAllister     February 12-18     Elaine Petroski 

January 22-28     Dolly O’Neil      February 19-25     Pat Stawicki 

 

 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY CALENDAR 
 

  Sundays           8:30 & 11 a.m.   Traditional Worship Service 

           9:45 a.m.     Sunday School 

         10:45 a.m.     Current Worship Service 

                Kids4Christ 

           1:30 p.m.     Youth Worship Team rehearsal 

           5:30 p.m.     Fuel Middle (grades 6-8) 

           6:30 p.m.     Fuel (grades 9-12) 

           7:00 p.m.     Community Ringers 

           7:30 p.m.     Ignition Choir 

           8:00 p.m.     AA’s Open meeting 
 

  Monday      10:00 a.m.    Worship Team 

            7:00 p.m.    Small Group “Galatians-Why God Accepts Us”  (begins Jan. 23) 

            7:15 p.m.    Praise Moves 
 

  Tuesdays        9:00 a.m.    Staff Meeting 

            9:15 a.m.    Praise Moves 

            9:30 a.m.    Disciple 2  

            6:00 p.m.    Upwards practice 

            6:30 p.m.    Grief Share 

                Divorce Care (begins February 7) 
 

  Wednesdays     10:00 a.m.    Connectional Meeting 

            4:00 p.m.    F.E.A.S.T. 

            6:00 p.m.    Disciple 2 

            6:30 p.m.    Disciple 1  

            6:45 p.m.    Disciple 3, 4  

            6:45 p.m.    Community Kids 

            7:00 p.m.    Faith Lessons 
 

  Thursdays               9:00 a.m.     Busy Hands Sewing Group 

            6:00 p.m.    Upwards practice 

            6:30 p.m.    Chancel Choir 
 

  Saturdays           9:00 a.m.    Upwards games 

            6:00 p.m.    Current Worship Service 
 

  1st & 3rd Mondays      2:00 p.m.    Soaring Eagles Bible  Study 

  1st & 3rd Wednesdays  10:00 a.m.    Small Group Bible Study (co-ed) “The Silent Shepherd” 

            7:00 p.m.    Emmaus Reunion meeting 

            7:00 p.m.    Small Group Bible Study (co-ed) “The Silent Shepherd” 

  2nd & 4th Wednesdays     7:00 p.m.    Men’s Study 

    2nd & 4th Wednesdays    7:00 p.m.    Faith Lesson 

  2nd & 4th Thursdays      9:30 a.m.   Small Group Bible Study (women) “The Silent Shepherd” 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                               

   Tuesday    January 17    7:00p.m.    Trustees meeting 

   Wednesday   January 18    7:00p.m.    Finance meeting 

   Sunday    January  22    9:30a.m.    Mission Team meeting 

   Monday    January 23    7:00p.m.    Small Group - Galatians 

                      Dartball 

   Friday     January 27    6:30p.m.    Date Night 

 

   Monday    February 6    7:00p.m.    Dartball 

   Tuesday    February 7    7:00p.m.    Pastoral Care 

   Wednesday   February 8    6:30p.m.    The River Prayer service 

   Monday    February13    7:00p.m.    United Methodist Women 

   Wednesday   February 15    7:00p.m.    Finance meeting 



Community Connection      January/February    9      Community Connection  January/February      8 

 

 
 

2017 CUMC Women’s Retreat 
Community UMC is already planning it’s 4th Annual Women’s Retreat.   

We will travel to Jumonville Retreat Center April 21-23 for a weekend of God-filled fun and relaxation.  
Join us for “Lack or Luster: Standing Strong on God’s Promises When You’d Like to Cry, Cower and 

Compare” with speaker Anna Frye. The cost for lodging and meals is $100.  Best of all, you do not have 
to be a member of CUMC to attend.  Please register by April 1, 2017.  Forms available at the Welcome 

Centers or go to www.communityumchurch.com to register. Visit Anna’s website at 
www.ChosenAndCrowned.com for her blog and samples of her teachings.   

Please contact Melissa Conte at missconte@windstream.net with questions.   

 
THE GREAT DATE NIGHT 

Join us for a fun evening of great music, laughter, encouragement and food with singer, song 
writer and funny guy, Mark Cable.  DON’T MISS Friday, January 27 in the Multi-Ministry 

Room, doors open at 6:30pm with appetizers and program beginning promptly at 7pm.  Reg-
ister and pay $20/couple online at CommunityUMChurch.com.  For questions contact  
Elizabeth Somes at ESomes@CommunityUMChurch.com or 724-744-3413 EXT. 204. 

 

CUMC Annual Guide Book & Directory  
 

  We will be working on a new guide book and directory for our congregation that will be updated and delivered directly to 
your home.  This book is the Who, What, Where, When, Why and How of our  Church.  The book will be provided at no 
cost to you or our Church.  Local business will be solicited to advertise in the book.  If you own or manage a local busi-

ness and would like to advertise in our book, please call or email the Church Office with your information. 

  Is Your Family Information Up-to-Date?  
It is time to update our database with any changes, additions, or deletions that may have  

occurred in your family over the past year. Have you changed your phone number? Cell phone number?  
Have you moved?  Are you preparing to move soon?  New email address?  If you have not already  

informed the Church Office about changes to your record, we will need your updated information for the 
new Guide Book & Directory.  You may call or email the Church Office  

   Important: if you do not wish to have your information  published, please let the church 
office know 

 

All Information Due To The Church Office By Wednesday, February 15th  
 

Altar & Narthex Flowers are available on the following dates:   

         January Altar & Narthex:   22, 29 

         February Altar & Narthex:  12, 1 

Please contact the Church Office for other dates throughout the year and  

to reserve your date.  Flower arrangements are $20.00 each.   

 

   DivorceCare - New Session Starting Soon! 
DivorceCare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most diffi-
cult experiences. Don’t go through separation or divorce alone.  Meets in the Patterson Parlor on Tuesday 
evenings from 6:30-8:30pm from  February 7 – May 2.  Manuals provided are $15.  Please contact Carol 

Soule at 724-519-7084.  Ecumenical program.  Open to the community. 
 

Handymen (or Women) Unite  

Are you interested in serving at the church Saturday mornings on a casual basis?   
Some interest has been expressed in starting a Saturday morning work crew to assist with minor repairs,  

replacing light bulbs, and setting up chairs for the Current service.   
If you’re interested in this type of ministry, please contact Deb MacAllister at  

dmacallister@communityumchurch.com for more information.   
  If you’re available during the week, our Thursday Morning Work Crew meets 9am until noon.   

 

 

Welcoming Words –  
 

 by Elizabeth Somes 

 

January … it’s one of the coldest and quietest months we have. The blanket of snow seems to hold may of us in.  

Often ‘in’ with a good book by the fire, a game or maybe the television. While some of us welcome the stillness for  

others a deep sense of depression can set in. Colder temperatures, darker days and perhaps the inability to get out-

side can cause many of us to retreat ‘in’ to ourselves in an unhealthy way. This fall, Jamie Caruso had the opportuni-

ty to retreat with God and in the silence there she found a fresh perspective on the beauty and benefit of silence. Read 

below about her experience and look for opportunities in the future to participate in and learn more about these prac-

tices. For more information, feel free to contact me at ESomes@communityumchurch.com  
 
 

Meeting God in the Silence - By Jamie Caruso 
 

For at least a year, I have been telling everyone how much I need to get away. Not on vacation to some exotic place 

(though that would be awesome), but rather to some isolated place without the clutter and noise of everyday life. I 

never said why, but I am sure people assumed it was to get some rest from the craziness of life. I am no different than 

anyone else in my generation, juggling the many roles in life. Between my husband, three kids, extended family, 

friends, work, church and the obsession my husband and kids have with soccer (which I will NEVER understand), I 

can get tired and greatly in need of rest. However, rest was not what I was ultimately seeking. The soil of my heart 

was dry and desperately needed the Living Water. Just as the desert longs for rain, my soul longed for an encounter 

with God and for me He can always be found in the silence. So when Elizabeth Somes handed me a flyer for the  

5-day Academy of Spiritual Formation and added that it was in the style of the Benedictine monks with lots of  

silence, my heart leapt for joy. God was answering my prayer and I came to find it in a really big way.     
  
The 5-day Academy of Spiritual Formation combines academic learning, spiritual disciplines, and community to  

assist the seeker with finding and/or deepening an authentic and genuine relationship with our Lord and Savior. The 

structure of the 5-day retreat is designed to develop spirituality that promotes balance, peace (inner and outer peace), 

and holy living. Each day had specific time set aside for prayer, worship, education, community and my much desired 

silence. Thirteen hours of it as a matter of fact. I took fourteen, but before you run screaming in the other direction, I 

should specify that ten of those hours were between 9pm and 8am and were meant for sleeping. Two hours were 

spaced out during the day to give the opportunity to reflect on the information given during the presentations and to 

practice the spiritual disciplines covered in the lecture. The subject matter of the presentations change depending on 

the week you attend, but all are focused on deepening your spiritual disciplines. This particular week, Roger Owens 

and Dwight Judy presented their insights into how to find God through the scripture, prayer and self-knowledge. 

More specifically they discussed lecto divina, imaginative prayer, and practices of the early Christian mystics (Teresa 

of Avila, Ignatius, John of the Cross, Dante). 
 

I couldn’t get enough of what was being presented and I learned so much. Before the retreat, I felt stuck, like I 

reached a metaphorical glass ceiling in my bible reading and prayer life. I knew there was more; a deeper relationship, 

love to be received, a better understanding about who God is through His word. I just didn’t know how to reach it or 

what obstacle was hindering me. I needed a new perspective, new ways to encounter God, help allowing God to 

breathe life into the scriptures, and that was exactly what I received. God reminded me that I do not have to go off to a 

retreat center and isolate myself to find Him, because He resides within my heart. He walks with me and talks to me 

very day. All I have to do is be grounded in His Word, be silent, and listen for Him. 

 

Be still and know that I am God.    -Psalm 46:10 

mailto:missconte@windstream.net
mailto:ESomes@CommunityUMChurch.com
mailto:dmacallister@communityumchurch.com
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   Erin Lynne D’Andries            Don & DJ Johnston 

   602 Scott Street              449 Frye Farm Road 

   Penn, PA  15675             Greensburg, PA  15601 

   Cell Phone: 724-331-1696          Phone: 724-515-5799 

   Children: Edward Allen & Isabella Mae 

 

   Russ & Jodie Eshman            Celeste Kramer 

   511 Saddle Ridge Court           600 Ninth Street 

   Irwin, PA  15642             Irwin, PA  15642 

   Jodie’s Cell Phone:  412-584-4805        Cell:  724-757-6308 

   Children: Julianna & Russell 

 

   Robert & Janice Miller           Alicia Pease 

   11632 Scotty Road             4 Cedar Avenue 

   N. Huntingdon, PA  15642          Blairsville, PA  15717 

   Phone:   724-863-1132           Cell Phone: 724-610-6438 

 

   Rick Poholsky              Michael & Emily Spreyne 

   44 Fairway Drive             214 Summit View Drive 

   Delmont, PA  15626            Jeannette, PA  15644 

   Cell Phone:  724-744-0397          Mike’s Cell Phone: 412-726-7136 

                     Emily’s Cell Phone:  724-875-5512 

                     Children: Charles, Grant & Paul 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Are You or Are You Willing To Serve As A Greeter? 
On February 26th, after either traditional service, we will hold a brief informational meeting for all those 

who currently serve or would like to serve as greeters for the Sunday Traditional 8:30am or 11:00am  

worship.  Come meet Sandy Wessel, the coordinator, and gain some pointers and learn about this vitally 

important ministry.  We will meet at the front of the Sanctuary.  For questions, please contact Sandy at 

14sunshine@comcast.net or 724-744-3754. 

 

Church budget and Leadership: If you are interested in a copy of the Leadership Teams and/or a copy of the 2017 

budget, they are available in the Church Office. 

 

     
 

 

 

 
 

    

 

   Dave & Kellie Robinson            Madeline Rainey 

   PO Box 222                158 Autumn Drive 

   Claridge PA  15623             Trafford PA  15085 

 

   Daniel Toellner               Justin & Carolyn Taylor 

   1718 Duffield Street             415 Worcester Court 

   Pittsburgh PA  15206             Schaumburg IL  60193 

 

   Jay & Judy Newport             Mark & Sandy Hurban 

   Jim Veitch                18623 Rend Lake Lane 

   4196 Deskin Lane              Cypress TX  77429 

   The Villages FL  32163 

 

   Bill & Heather Scavincky            Amy Span 

   51 Regola Drive              7801 Monroe Court 

   Irwin, PA  15642              Mentor, OH  44060 

 

   Kayla “Mains” Manduke 

   16202 Spruell Street 

   Huntersville, NC  28078 

    

Remove 
 

Laura Brown Roberts - transfer 

Tim & Wendy Doerzbacher - transfer 

Ron, Linda, Chelsea & Lindsey Loughner - transfer 

Darli Walker - Charge Conference Action 

Ron Smith - Death 

 

 

 
  MONTHLY NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION CHANGES 

 

 Due to ever rising cost of producing and mailing our monthly newsletters,  
     we would like you to consider the following options:  

 
 

 Option #1     If you attend regularly please consider the “Pick-up at Church” option. Please let the church office know  
     you will pick a copy up at the Welcome Center and we will remove your name from the list. 
 

 Option #2     “Church Website” ~ Please let the church office know you will be reading the newsletter online and we will  
     remove your name from the list.  
 

 Option #3     “Email Distribution” ~ Please provide email information to the church office and we will send your newsletter 
     via email each month. 
 

 Option #4      If you no longer wish to receive our monthly Newsletter, please contact the church office so that we can  
     remove your name from our list. 

 

We have begun sending our Newsletter by email to those who have requested an email.   
Please let the church office know if you signed up for email but did not receive your Newsletter.      

Receiving the newsletter by regular mail will still be available to those that do not have internet  
access.   Please call or email the church office at info@communityumchurch.com.  
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Stephen Ministry Spotlight 
 
 

Connection RightNow 
 

This week alone I have encountered friends and co-workers who have experienced the following:  their dog pooped on 

the carpet while they were in the shower getting ready for work; a dad had a kid pee on the doctor’s office floor while 

other child was being seen; a friend had one child passing out at home alone while the other was having lab work; a stu-

dent expressed concern about funding for college; I listened to a story about a tragic divorce; I attended a funeral.   All 

these events have occurred within the first few days of the new year, within my small circle of influence and in less than 

a week. 

 

Fortunately, for each of these persons, they have a relationship with God and are connected to a group of Christians to 

love and help them through.  The circumstances they encounter are the typical events of living.  But, these people are 

connected to an a-typical God.  Being connected to Christ and others is the only way to walk through this world and 

come out with some sanity, some sense of purpose, being and peace.   

 

One way to connect with God is through Bible study and devotional life.  RightNow Media is a great way to grow your 

relationship with God.  RightNow is like the Netflix of Bible studies and devotional resources.  You can stream videos to 

your home computer or personal device anytime, anywhere.  Over thousands of Bible studies are there for your personal 

use in private, with your family or small group. 

 

Sometimes you need the help of another person though to get through lives struggles.  The daily can become overwhelm-

ing and the unusual can be debilitating.  In the case of needing to speak to someone, a Stephen Minister can be assigned 

to you.  Your meetings will be confidential.  Men meet with men and women with women.  A Stephen Minister is a per-

sonal help in a time of need. 

 

If you would like to sign up for a free RightNow subscription, it is easy and requires just a few clicks of an email.   If you 

or someone you know would benefit from speaking to a Stephen Minister, it requires contacting me for a brief interview 

and then I assign you a Stephen Minister.  In either case, it is my pleasure to connect you with Christ and others.  Please 

do not hesitate to call me at 724-744-3413 EXT. 204 or email me at ESomes@CommunityUMChurch.com.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We extend our Christian love and sympathy to the following families who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

 Cheryl Hilderhoff and family on the passing of her mother, Dorothy “Sugar” Burkhouse 

 Duane and Kathy Carter & family on the death of Duane’s father, Duane H. Carter 

 John Berg & family on the death of his sister, Hannah Drnjedich 

 Valerie Cosco and family on the passing of her father, Anthony V. Cosco 

 Roxie Keene and family on the death of Roxie’s sister,  
 

 

 

 

Jesus All Night  
 Erin Kerstetter – Director of Children’s Ministries  

 

Back in October, I had an idea and brought it to the Pastors to ask permission. I wanted to hold a lock in for 

Community’s Kids, called Jesus All Night, and I wanted to invite kids in kindergarten-5th grade to attend. Now 

this wasn’t going to be a big “bring your friends” evangelism event. This would be specific to the kids of Commu-

nity Church only. Kids had to sign up, then attend church at least four times & collect signatures from church 

leaders in order to attend. My leadership team didn’t think I was too crazy and jumped on board. It would be 

held over the schools Christmas break, on the last full night of 2016. We hoped for 15 kids.  
 

Fast-forward to December 30th and the first ever Jesus All Night…..with 40 KIDS!!!! The idea behind Jesus  

All Night was to show kids that this is their church, too. That God has placed them at Community Church for a  

reason, and they have a group of other kids who seek Jesus to support them, encourage them, and hold them  

accountable. The night was to really build relationships, with both Jesus & each other, and for these kids to  

experience church in a way they never had before. We played team building games, larger than life games (like 

human hungry, hungry hippos!), we had a lesson on the Ten Commandments and broke into age-small groups to talk 

about how those God-given rules affect our lives today. The boys got together and prayed for boy things, the 

girls got together and prayed for girl things. We played hide & seek IN THE DARK through the WHOLE 

CHURCH, and we worshipped. We worshipped in the sanctuary with beautiful colored lights bouncing off the  

ceiling, reminding kids to be the Light of Jesus. In the morning, we had communion in our pajamas, and before 

breakfast, we closed in prayer with a demonstration of just how connected each of them is through the power of 

Jesus. 30 kids came forward to give their life or recommit their life to Jesus that night!  
 

The night was AMAZING! Thank you to the grown-ups who saw the fun & importance to send their kids to Jesus 

All Night. Thank you to the food teams who served pizza Friday night or breakfast Saturday morning. Thank you 

to the leadership team who jumped in with ideas & (almost) endless energy, and who want to do what they can to 

share Christ with Community’s Kids. Thank you to our wonderful pastors who might have thought I was crazy but 

said yes anyway. And thank you church. Thank you for recognizing the importance of kids’ ministry, and leading 

the next generation in the way of the Truth. I had hoped that the life of just one kid would be changed through 

Jesus All Night, and I really do hope kids’ lives were changed! But to my surprise, my life was the one changed at 

Jesus All Night, and my passion was re-energized to keep working hard to make sure Community’s Kids know  

Jesus, and that this is their church! As my social media hashtag states: #ThisIsCommunitysKidsChurch  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 40 kids (& a bunch of leaders) who are crazy for Jesus!      Communion in our PJs  

mailto:ESomes@CommunityUMChurch.com


Community Connection      January/February    9      Community Connection  January/February      8 

 
 

Lenten  

Lunches & Dinners 

 

Every Friday, March 3rd through April 7th   

Lunch:   11:00 ~ 4:00 p.m. 

Dinner:  4:00 ~ 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

                                                                                            
 
 
 

(Take Out Orders For Lunch ONLY Call:  724-744-7072) 
 

 

      

                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                   

 

       

Dinner Menu Includes: 
 

Entrée, 1 Hot Side, 1 Cold Side, Dessert, Drink (coffee, iced tea or lemonade)   

(pop & bottled water sold separately) 

 

 

 

          Entrées:         Hot Sides:       Cold Sides:   

        Battered Fried Fish    Fresh-cut Fries    Coleslaw 

        Baked Fish        Haluski        Applesauce 

        Crab Cake        Macaroni & Cheese  Tossed Salad 

        Chicken          Pierogies (3) 

        Pierogies (6)       Green Beans 
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Come F.E.A.S.T. with us!   
Followers Eating And Sharing Together 

 

  Join us for dinner each Wednesday evening between  
4 and 7 p.m. Cost is only $5.00 and includes meal drink and dessert!  This is a great opportunity to 

gather in fellowship. All are welcome! Invite your family, friends, and neighbors. 
 

 

 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY MENU: 
  

      Jan. 11    Swedish Meatballs over Noodles & veggie 
 
  Jan. 18     Barbeque Chicken, Wild Rice Pilaf & Coleslaw  
 
  Jan. 25     Pasta Night  (Tossed Salad & Garlic Bread)  

 
      Feb. 1       Beef Stew, Applesauce, Roll & Butter 
 
      Feb. 8       Chicken Noodle Soup or Chili, Salad & Corn Bread w/Butter 

 
        Feb. 15     Ham, Scalloped Potatoes & Green Beans 
 
        Feb. 22     Pasta Night, Tossed Salad & Garlic Bread 
 
  

Then NO FEAST until after Lent. 
 

Lenten Dinners:  March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and April 7 
 

FEAST will resume April 19. 
    

  

FEBRUARY 
Fill-r-up Stuff 

 
Scalloped or AuGratin Potatoes 

Instant Mashed Potatoes 
Instant Rice 

Rice-A-Roni or Rice Sides 
Noodle Sides 

Stovetop Stuffing 

JANUARY 
CAN-uary 

 
Canned Veggies 

(Green Beans, Peas, Corn, Carrots 
Mixed Veggies) 
Canned Soup 

(Regular and Chunky-style) 
Canned Chicken and Tuna 

Canned Baked Beans or Kidney 
Beans 

 While we wait, I took this opportunity to talk with Erin Kerstetter about what the new church 

 will mean to the children’s ministries.  With her long, wavy red hair, Erin is probably the 

 most recognizable staff member.  And, if you’ve ever stopped at the church during any  

 Community’s Kids ministry event, you already know what Erin does, and how  exciting (and 

 noisy!) her area of ministry can be. 
 

Erin is most excited about the prospect of the kids having their own place to worship - to be able to experience the feeling 

of “This is our church!”  She’s also glad that the parents can be confident that their kids are in a safe, locked place with a 

secure check-in.   
 

With a dedicated worship space, the kids will be able to experience worship just as the adults do.  Props will be integrated 

into the service, and music and lighting will be intentional with each lesson.  Although the children’s ministries will still 

share space with the ARK, they’ll be able to transition between the two ministries much more easily.  The dedicated  

worship center will make setup and tear down easier on volunteers, and the time and energy now being directed to setup 

will be devoted to the many kids’ ministries.    
 

Erin is thrilled that the kids will be able to attend Sunday School in kid-friendly classrooms with appropriately sized  

furniture.  Since they won’t be sharing adult space, the children will be able to explore Jesus in a more childlike, sensory 

manner.  The new spaces will be more accessible to children with a variety of needs, where each specific need can be  

better addressed. Plus, sinks and toilets in the younger classrooms means less time spent settling the kids. 
 

With the construction of the new sanctuary, the MMR will become more available for other activities, such as Upwards 

and similar programs.  Likewise, Vacation Bible School will be able to spread out in the new children’s wing, alleviating 

the pressure on the adult areas of the church. 
 

Finally, Erin is looking forward to having more storage space for crafts, resources, and supplies.  Right now, her “office” 

is more of a storage closet than an office, so she’s really looking forward to having an office she can call  

her own! 
 

The wonderful children’s ministries available at Community have already touched so many families.  Recently eleven kids 

in three families started attending CUMC because of what we offer here.  Just imagine how many more children (and  

families) the new church with its dedicated children’s wing we’ll be able to reach.  With childhood so short and the time to 

reach these children so fleeting, we can’t afford to wait.  Like Nike, let’s just do it! 

 

 

 

 

 

Bringing You Up to Date: 
 

As of January 2017 there have been some important steps taken toward the potential expansion of our building. 
 

As previously reported, the plans for the project have been revised, resulting in a lowering of the total cost. The exact 

amount will not be known until bidding is complete but the expectation is a reduction amounting to about one million  

dollars. 
 

Another exciting step is that our contracted design-build firm, The McKnight Group, is nearing the conclusion of the  

rebidding process. The Building Committee should have the results of that work before the end of January. This will  

establish a “not to exceed” cost of the building. 
 

Another vital step was taken when we re-submitted our loan application to the United Methodist Development Fund. We 

have worked closely with them to assure that we meet all the criteria for the loan needed to fund the project. We expect to 

hear from them in the next 2 months. 
 

Of course we will need a congregational vote to approve this project, and that step cannot be taken until all these other 

steps are complete. Watch for more information as it becomes available. 
 

Lastly, be sure to read the “Growing Together…Building in Faith” Capital Campaign report found on page 2 of this  

newsletter. We have just passed the one-year mark of the three-year funding phase and the giving total is over $890,000  

of the $2.175 million promised.  


