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STAYING FOCUSED…
“Remember This”
It was Christmas Eve, 1961, when the first worship service was held in the new sanctuary (still under construction) here at our present location. Like this year, Christmas Eve fell on Sunday that year. There were
213 people at that first worship service, some of whom still worship with us today. Now, 56 years later, we
come to another milestone in the journey of our church. If our new Worship Center is completed as projected, late next summer, that means this will be the last Christmas Eve we will experience in our present
sanctuary. December 17, 1961 marked the last Sunday in the original Community Methodist Church, on
Harrison City – Export Road. The move to the new church that Christmas Eve marked the end on an era…
and the beginning of another.

Change Service Requested
DATED MATERIAL: Please Expedite

Community Church
A United Methodist Congregation
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rich Phipps - rphipps@communityumchurch.com
Pastor: Rev. John E. Ciampa - jciampa@communityumchurch.com
Minister of Pastoral Care: Rev. James Decker - jdecker@communityumchurch.com
Director of Youth Ministries: Scott Uhlinger - suhlinger@communityumchurch.com
Director of Children’s Ministry: Erin Kerstetter - ekerstetter@communityumchurch.com
Director of Connectional Ministries: Elizabeth Somes - esomes@communityumchurch.com
Director of Traditional Worship Arts: Keeley DiMartino - kdimartino@communityumchurch.com
Director of Current Worship Arts: Mike Kleinschmidt - mkleinschmidt@communityumchurch.com
Treasurer: Heather Dolhi - 412-855-2515 - hdolhi@communityumchurch.com
Financial Secretary: Melanie Barrett - 724-392-4212 - mbarrett@communityumchurch.com
Director of Communications: Katie Morgan - kmorgan@communityumchurch.com
Director of Food Ministries: Kendra Simpson - ksimpson@communityumchurch.com
Facilities Manager: Deb MacAllister - dmacallister@communityumchurch.com
Facilities Maintenance - Bob Hengstenberg - 724-217-0446 - bhengstenberg@communityumchurch.com
Church Secretaries: Carole Helsel - chelsel@communityumchurch.com
Wendy Johnson - wjohnson@communityumchurch.com
Phone: (724) 744-3413
FAX: (724) 744-4758
E-mail Address: info@communityumchurch.com
Church Web Page Address: www.communityumchurch.com
Worship Services:
•
Saturday Evening – 6:00 p.m.- Current (Contemporary) Worship
•
Sunday Morning – 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. - Traditional Worship
•
Sunday Morning - 10:30 a.m. - Current (Contemporary) Worship
•
Sunday Evening - 5:30 p.m. - Youth Worship
Community Connection is published monthly for members and friends of Community United Methodist Church.
Deadline for submission of articles is the 10th of every month unless otherwise noted.
Articles can be delivered to Pastor Rich, Pastor John or to the church office.
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Over the past 56 years our church has played a vital role in the lives of many people, many families. Community Church has faithfully proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus Christ and has been the spiritual home for
hundreds and hundreds of people. The ever-expanding ministries of our church have reached out further and
further into our community, our region and the world. God has blessed the faithful witness of Community
United Methodist with growth in numbers and in the multitude of ways to “follow Jesus, and lead others to
him.” It is this steady growth that has led us to the need to once again expand our facilities. Like those who
have gone before us, we now come to the end of an era…and the beginning of another.
For many of us, the last Christmas Eve in our familiar sanctuary will be a sentimental experience, the end of
an era. For many of us, Christmas Eve worship is one of the most meaningful worship experiences of the
year. Each year the number of people who come for this beautiful and meaningful worship service grows.
Year after year we have added more and more services to accommodate the growing number of worshippers. Even with the challenges of parking and construction related inconvenience, we expect this year to be
the biggest attendance ever for Christmas Eve here at CUMC, because so many of us want to have this
familiar experience one more time.
Remember this, the same God who has led us in the past is the God who is leading us into the future. One of
the most wonderful gifts that God has given to us is the gift of memory. We have the ability to remember people, places, and experiences. Looking back to the past can help give meaning to the present and help shape
the future. This is true for us as individuals and it can be true for us as a community of faith. Are we not
thankful for our past, for the faithfulness of those who have gone before us? Now it is our turn to be faithful,
and courageous, as were those who gathered here on Christmas Eve in 1961. They bid farewell to their
known past and they boldly embraced their future.
Continued on page 2
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“Remember This” continued from page 1
Ironically, that is what Christmas represents. Remember this: “And while they were there, the time came for
her (Mary) to be delivered. And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and
laid him in a manger…” Luke 2: 6-7 And angels appeared to shepherds keeping watch by night…Remember
this…“Be not afraid; for behold I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2: 10-11
When we gather on Christmas Eve we come to Remember This…“For God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” John 3: 16
Our gathering on Christmas Eve is a time to remember this singular act in history, that God came to us, God
is with us, Emmanuel!
The story of Emmanuel does not end in Bethlehem. As precious as it is to remember the birth of Jesus,
Remember this…“For the Son of man (Jesus Christ) came to seek and to save the lost.” Luke 19:10 The
reason Jesus came into the world is now the mission of every Christian, and every church; “to seek and to
save the lost.” What we have been doing for the past 56 years will, by God’s grace, continue into the future.
Only the space will change.
I hope to see all of you at one of our Christmas Eve Services this year. It is almost certainly our last Christmas
Eve services in the sanctuary that has served us so well for 56 years. It will be for many of us the end of an
era…but Remember This…it is the beginning of another.
Grace & Peace,

Pastor John
Please look on page 3 of this newsletter for a complete listing of all the Advent and Christmas Services that are offered this year.
Also, watch the weekly worship folder announcements for specific information about parking and other pertinent information as
details become available.

Annual Church Conference
Sunday, December 3rd at 12:30pm Community United Methodist Church will meet for our annual
Church Conference. We will elect officers, set the pastors salaries, review the past year and plan
for the coming year. Every elected officer and leader of the church should be present but every
member of the congregation is welcome to attend and participate in this meeting.

From the Church staff
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DECEMBER CALENDAR
Sundays

8:30 & 11 am

5:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Traditional Worship Service
Community Kid’s Experience
Joyful Noise
Small group Bible study
Current Worship Service
Community Kid’s Experience
Fuel Middle
Fuel
Community Ringers
Christian Believer

Monday

10:00 am

Worship Team

Tuesdays

9:00 am

Staff Meeting

9:30 am
10:30 am

Wednesdays

10:00 am
3:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:45 pm
6:45 pm

Connectional Meeting
F.E.A.S.T.
Disciple 3
Disciple 2
Men’s Bible Study
Disciple 4
Disciple 1

Thursdays

9:00 am
7:00 pm

Busy Hands Sewing Group
Chancel Choir

Saturdays

6:00 pm

Current Worship Service

1st & 3rd Mondays
1st & 3rd Wednesdays
2nd & 4th Thursday

2:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
9:30 am

Soaring Eagles Bible Study
Emmaus Reunion meeting
Co-ed Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Saturday
December 2
9:00 am
Community Kids’ Christmas Fest
Sunday
December 3
12:30 pm
Church Conference
Tuesday
December 5
12:00 pm
Super Seniors
6:00 pm
Christmas program rehearsal
7:00 pm
Pastoral Care
Sunday
December 10
12:00 pm
Christmas Program rehearsal
Tuesday
December 12
7:00 pm
United Methodist Women
7:00 pm
Staff Parish Relations Committee
Saturday
December 16
11:00am
Christmas Program dress rehearsal
Sunday
December 17
5:00 pm
Christmas Dinner and Program
Monday
December 18
7:00 pm
Building Committee meeting
Tuesday
December 19
7:00 pm
Trustees meeting
Wednesday
December 20
7:00 pm
Blue Christmas
Finance meeting
Saturday
December 23
7 & 9 pm
Christmas Eve Eve
Sunday
December 24
8:30 am
Traditional Worship
10:30 am
Family Worship
6:00 pm
Current Worship
7, 9 & 11 pm
Christmas Ever Worship
Monday
December 25
Merry Christmas (Office closed)
Friday
December 29
Jesus All Night
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DECEMBER SCHEDULE

ACOLYTES - Contact Carol Decker - 724-515-7252
Dec. 3
Dec. 10
Dec. 17
Dec. 23
Dec. 24

Dec. 31

8:30
8:30
8:30
7:00
9:00
8:30
7:00
9:00
11:00
8:30

Maura Coiner
Morgan Spudy & Chloe Ziros
Aidan Coiner & Jared Miller
Chloe Ziros & Carter Blasi

11:00
11:00
11:00

Samantha Hollerman & Kayden Lawther
Allison Huffman & Lily Morgan
Allison Staymates & Trinity Alaia

11:00

Carter Blasi & Daniel Stones

Daniel Stones

Isaiah Francis & Allen Kane

SUNDAY GREETERS - Contact Sandy Wessel - 724-744-3754
Dec. 3
Dec. 10
Dec. 17
Dec. 20
Dec. 23
Dec. 24

Dec. 31

8:30
11:00
8:30
11:00
8:30
11:00
7:00
7:00
9:00
8:30
7:00
9:00
11:00
8:30
11:00

Arlene & Gomer Ralph and Amy & Jim Frey
AJ Stones Family
Bonnie & Joe Ramus and Barbara & Jay Zelezniak
Jill Spillers and Alyssa Mountan
Carla & Michael Fabac Family
Harold Sanner and Chuck & Carol Urtin
Jennifer & Meg Kamzalow and Chris & Mason Kamzalow
Andrew Giesey and Polly Geiger & Megan Giesey
Violet Hynes and John Hynes
Dottie & Jim Ciongoli and Michelle & David Spudy Family
Sandy & David Good and Jean & Frank Antoline
Jane Logesky
Kelly Brown
Donna Loughner and Harry Loughner
Penny King and Joyce Wright

LITURGISTS - Contact Joyce Wright
Dec. 3
Dec. 10
Dec. 17
Dec. 24
Dec. 31

8:30
8:30
8:30
8:30
8:30

Larry Brammell
Frank Antoline
Barry Williams
Joyce Wright
Todd Miller

11:00
11:00
11:00
11:00
11:00

Sandy Wessel
Billy Watterson
Ed Washburg
(no service)
Chuck Metzger

ALTAR GUILD - Contact Carol Soule - 724-519-7084
Dec. 3-9
Dec. 10-16
Dec. 17-23
Dec. 24-30

Deb MacAllister
Carolyn Miller
Carol Soule
Carol Soule
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Builder’s Corner
Altar & Narthex Flowers are available on the following dates:
Hall outside Sanctuary: December 3, 10
Altar: January 14, 21 & 28
Hall outside Sanctuary: January 7, 14, 21 & 28
Please contact the Church Office for other dates throughout the year and
to reserve your date. Flower arrangements are $20.00 each.

After days of rain, rain, rain (where is Noah when you need him?), the sun finally decided to come out in mid-November
and dry out the mud flat that is our building pad. With the dryer weather, HET (the site excavator) could make some
progress on the retaining wall in the rear, even working weekends to make up some lost time. The retaining wall is the
critical component in completing the remaining caissons for the building and in constructing the new driveway along the
western side of the church.
With the wall completed and the new storm sewer constructed along the new drive, McKnight anticipates that by the
beginning of December, they’ll be able to install the guard rail at the top of the retaining wall and pave the new driveway.
Once the driveway is complete, they’ll turn this drive over to us, and instead of crossing in front of the church, we’ll drive
along the back of the church to access the rear parking lot. With this new traffic pattern, it may take a few extra minutes to
reach the drop-off area by the double glass.

Justin & Carolyn Taylor
137 Bentley Lane
Schaumburg, IL 60193

Jim Shorkey
1013 Dallas Court
Irwin, PA 15642

Bryan Simpson
3190 Baker School Road
N. Huntingdon, PA 15642

Amy Lodovico
2297 Haflinger Drive
N. Huntingdon, PA 15642

CHRISTMAS FAMILY OUTREACH 2017
A large “THANK YOU” to all of you wonderful people who helped in many ways with the
Thanksgiving Family Outreach. The Outreach program is now moving into the Christmas
Season. We are again looking for volunteers to shop for and deliver groceries to families in our
community. Please understand, all we ask is your time, our church provides the rest. The sign
up sheets are located at the welcome center at the church and on the bulletin board by the lower
entrance and one at the MMR entrance. The distribution of the names and groceries will be
Thursday, December 14th in the multi ministry room between 6 pm and 7 pm. If you know
of a family who is in need of help this season, or have any questions please contact the church
office, 724-744-3413, or Jill Eisenhuth-724-744-6049. May your blessings be abundant this Christmas Season!
Congratulations to CUMC’s own Susan Byerly on being named a 2017 Cameos of Caring award
winner, representing VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System. Cameos of Caring award recipients are
recognized as role models within their facility and beyond. Each facility selects their 2017 award
recipient. The Cameos of Caring Gala was held on Saturday, November 4, 2017 at 5:00pm at the
David L. Lawrence Convention Center. Well done Susan!
We want to thank all of our church family and friends for their kind words and thoughtful prayers
offered to us in our recovery from surgery. They were so appreciated and helped keep our morale up
during this difficult time.
Dave and Mary Jo Paterline and Family
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As work on the grade beams continues through most of December, the masons will construct the fire wall separating the old
and new church and complete the foundation for the new building. Then, in the middle of December, the steel building for
the new sanctuary will begin to go up! Yay!
In the front, we should see the office suite start to come together. They’ll be framing the basement (classroom) areas and
completing the mechanical rough-ins for the heating, cooling, and plumbing. Before pouring the deck slab for the second
floor, McKnight will cut the door between the MMR and the classrooms allowing access to these rooms to hang drywall,
install fixtures, and to finish the rooms. Until the classrooms are complete in April, the contractors will be using the MMR
to access these spaces, so be sure to say “Hi!” as you see them walk in and out.
Through December, the mechanical company will continue working on replacing our existing two-pipe heating and
cooling system with independent gas furnaces and air conditioners. When it’s complete, each zone in the church will work
separately, allowing heating or cooling as needed. Plus, the new system will enable us to switch back and forth between
heating and cooling, which will be especially welcome in the variable days of spring and fall.
Speaking of being welcoming, McKnight and their construction team would like to thank the congregation for all the
goodies – pizza, doughnuts, and cookies – that have been provided to the construction workers. Chris Kinder, McKnight’s
superintendent, said that in his construction experience, this thoughtful consideration is rare and is truly appreciated by the
contractors. The Building Committee would also like to thank everyone in the congregation for your patience and understanding as we deal with the headache and inconveniences of living and worshipping in a construction zone.
With the sound of construction muted for the day, I took the opportunity to talk with Carole Helsel and Wendy Johnson, our
intrepid office workers, to see how the new building and office suite will affect their areas of ministry. Carole and Wendy
have - more so than any other member of staff – experienced each day of construction on the front lines. They’ve sat
through noise, vibration, and power outages, and faced irate delivery men having to truck deliveries down a long corridor to
the office. Wendy and Carole are looking forward to having the convenience of an actual front office in the front – one that
these same delivery men will have no problem finding. They’re looking forward to having a dedicated work space where
they won’t need to dance around others as they use the copier or try to assemble bulletins and other documents. The new
office suite will mean that most of the staff, with some exceptions, will be centrally located, making it easier to direct
visitors to the appropriate office, and the new reception area will provide a comfortable welcoming space for these visitors to
wait. Carole is especially grateful that the reception area, adjacent to their offices, will be flooded with sunlight, enabling
some natural light to filter into their work space.
Good things are often bittersweet, and Wendy and Carole will miss seeing the children on their way to and from pre-school
and smelling dinner being prepared on Wednesdays. That sentiment is probably true for many of us: we’ll miss the memory
of the decorated sanctuary on Christmas Eve or the memory of the sanctuary during a baptism of wedding. Together, we’ll
need to create new memories as we build a church that will encourage us to follow Jesus and lead others to Him!

Community Connection

December

9

Welcoming Words
Capital Campaign UPDATE!
235 Cards Returned
$2,189,404.00
Pledge Total

$1,383,402.00

Total Given To Date

For information on giving, please contact Financial Secretary Melanie Barrett
at mbarrett@communityumchurch.com or 724-392-4212.
If you have any questions, or if you would like to make a formal pledge to the
capital campaign, please let us know. Feel free to talk to our pastors or staff about
the best way to get involved.

By Elizabeth Somes
How are you at welcoming during the holidays? Do you take time to welcome in the Holy Spirit? Do you take time to
welcome in the stranger? Your family? Your neighbor? The extra families at church?
The Christmas season is filled with gift giving and holiday hustle and bustle. Perhaps the best present you can give
yourself and others is the gift of prayer and scripture. Below are “Twelve Days of Prayers” that can help you welcome
in the true meaning of the season. Perhaps you will read one a day or cut this out and share with a friend.
Merry Merry!

Come F.E.A.S.T. with us!
Followers Eating And Sharing Together
Join us for dinner each Wednesday evening between 3:30 and 6:30 p.m.
Cost is only $6.00 and includes meal drink and dessert!
This is a great opportunity to gather in fellowship. All are welcome!
Invite your family, friends, and neighbors.

DECEMBER MENU:
December 6

BQ Pulled Chicken Sandwich & Cheesie Potatoes

December 13

Meatloaf, Parslied Potatoes, Green Beans

December 20

NO FEAST - Merry Christmas

December 27

NO FEAST - Merry Christmas
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Community’s Kids SPOTLIGHT

Leah, pictured with Queen Elsa at Walt Disney World

Meet Leah.
Leah is a third grade student at McCullough Elementary school. Last winter,
Leah attended the Community’s Kids winter retreat at Camp A. Our theme that
weekend was “Jesus Is Worth Melting For” similar to the phrase in
Disney’s movie Frozen. In the movie, the funny little snowman named Olaf made
this line famous. He said it to mean he would give his own life for his friend,
Anna, to live. (Hmm…sound familiar?) Well fast forward to this past summer,
when Leah & her family visited Disney World. While packing for their trip,
Leah decided to pack her Camp A tee shirt, which boldly stated “Jesus is worth
melting for”, with the plan to wear it when she would meet the characters from
the movie! Check it out:

(Tell me what you decided to do to share Jesus?)

Leah: I wore my shirt to Disney World to show that I love Him.

Community’s Kids
Erin Kerstetter – Director of Children’s Ministries

Kids & Family Christmas Eve: JINGLE JAM! – don’t get all wrapped up in the “stuff” this Christmas! Centered around the Christmas Story & the idea of generosity, Jingle Jam will inspire kids & families to
GO BIG with generosity & celebrate the gift of Jesus, God’s Son! All are welcome! Sunday, December 24 at
10:30 am in the MMR.

(How did you come up with this idea?)

Leah: At Camp A we got shirts that say Jesus Is Worth Melting For, and we looked for ways that Jesus might be
in the movie (we can find Jesus anywhere if we’re looking). Olaf said that some people are worth melting for and I
wanted to wear my shirt for Queen Elsa to see.

(When you met Queen Elsa, did she notice your shirt?)

Leah: Yes, she saw it, but the characters are only allowed to talk about Disney so she didn’t say anything. But lots
of people throughout the park said something to me! Some told me they liked my shirt, one person told me I was a
good girl for wearing it.

(Did your family or friends know your plan to wear this shirt? What did they think?)

Jesus All Night – spend the night with Jesus and your church friends on Friday, December 29th, in the
second annual Jesus All Night! For kids in Kindergarten to 5 th grade, who have attended at least 5 church
events prior to Christmas. Pre-registration & staff signed forms are required to attend. See Erin Kerstetter for
more info!

Camp A Winter Retreat:

Save the date of January 19-21 for Camp A weekend! For kids in 2nd-5th
grades. Registration will be online in Community Central, opening soon! More info coming soon!

Leah: My family knew and thought it was a cool idea. They were proud of me.

(How did sharing Jesus at Disney World make you feel?)
Leah: Happy! I think everyone should know about Jesus.

(What do you think God did when you did this?)

Upward Sports Basketball, season 4

Registration is closed and we’re gearing up for a great
season! Upward runs January-February. This ministry shares Jesus with kids through sports.

Leah: He smiled.

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’ And then I said,
‘Here am I. Send me!’” -Isaiah 6:8
Sometimes it is hard to talk to others about Jesus. But Leah found a way to tell others about Him without saying a
word! The Bible is full of scripture that instructs us to tell others about the great things He has done. And even
without words to say, we can still let God use us to tell the world, even Disney World, that He is Lord! Leah, Community Church is proud of you! Jesus IS worth melting for, and He thinks YOU are, too!

Christmas Fest – celebrate the start of the Christmas season on December 2nd with your family at
Christmas Fest! Fun crafts, breakfast, and a visit with the Jolly Ol’ Guy himself! Everyone is welcome to this FREE
event.

Leah is just one of Community’s Kids who has made the decision to shine the Light of Jesus in his community! If you know of a child sharing Jesus, please email Erin at ekerstetter@communityumchurch.com.
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Deaths
We extend our Christian love and sympathy to
• Paula & Ed Washburn & family on the passing of Paula’s father, P. Paul Pomaigo
• John & Darlene Simpson & family on the death of John’s father, John J. Simpson
Baptisms
Congratulations to the following on the baptism of their children:





Katie & Justin Cass - daughter Mara Joy Cass
Samantha & Karl Wohlmacher - daughter Jenna Jeanna Wohlmacher
Patrick & Jennifer Kertes - son Cameron Patrick Kertes
Keeley & Joe DiMarinto - son Bennett Thomas DiMartino

CHRISTMAS AT COMMUNITY CHURCH
Christmas Fest ~ December 2nd 9:00am-11:00am

Weddings

Families can celebrate the beginning of the Christmas season with this free festive event

Best wishes for a blessed and happy life together to Edward Kroupa, Jr. and Megan Marie
Fischer who were married on October 28, 2017

Peace and joy. A star and a manger. You’re invited to Christmas at Community Church!

Christmas Cantata ~ December 17th ~ 11:00am ~ Sanctuary

Christmas Dinner and Children’s Christmas Program ~ December 17th ~ MMR
5:00pm Dinner and 6:00 Program.

Blue Christmas Service ~ December 20th ~ 7:00pm ~ Sanctuary

A service of peace and healing for those struggling with sadness, loss or grief

Christmas Eve-Eve ~ December 23rd ~ 7:00pm & 9:00pm ~ Sanctuary
*Traditional Christmas Worship & Candlelight in the Sanctuary

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION CHANGES
Due to ever rising cost of producing and mailing our monthly newsletters,
we would like you to consider the following options:
Option #1

If you attend regularly please consider the “Pick-up at Church” option. Please let the church office know
you will pick a copy up at the Welcome Center and we will remove your name from the list.

Option #2

“Church Website” ~ Please let the church office know you will be reading the newsletter online and we
will remove your name from the list.

Option #3

“Email Distribution” ~ Please provide email information to the church office and we will send your
newsletter via email each month.

Option #4

If you no longer wish to receive our monthly Newsletter, please contact the church office so that we can
remove your name from our list.

Christmas Eve ~ December 24th
8:30am Traditional Worship ~ Sanctuary
10:30am ~ Kids and Family Christmas Worship ~ Multi-Ministry Room
*6:00pm Current Christmas Worship & Candlelight ~ Multi-Ministry Room
*7:00pm Traditional Christmas Worship & Candlelight ~ Sanctuary
9:00pm Traditional Christmas Worship & Candlelight ~ Sanctuary
11:00pm Traditional Christmas Worship, Candlelight & Communion ~ Sanctuary

*Staffed Toddler Care Available in Room 120
Comfort/Cry Rooms Available At All Services

We have begun sending our Newsletter by email to those who have requested an email.
Please let the church office know if you signed up for email but did not receive your Newsletter.
Receiving the newsletter by regular mail will still be available to those that do not have internet
access. Please call or email the church office at info@communityumchurch.com.

Community Connection

December

8

Community Connection

December

9

PASTORAL CARE
REFLECTIONS OF CHRIST

Have the holidays ever been difficult for you? They have for me. When my husband was serving in the United States
Air Force, several of our holidays were spent far away from family and many with very limited financial resources.
Although some rich and blessed memories were made, in some ways there was a tinge of loneliness and feeling of
inadequacy.

For me the saddest Christmas I ever experienced was the first one after my mother passed away. My father was still
living. We all travelled back to Alabama to be with him but we all missed Mama desperately. Everyone was so worried
about the other “being okay” that we could hardly enjoy just being together. We didn’t know whether to keep doing
things “the way Mama did them” or “do things a little different” because it just made more sense. Truthfully, it was
awful.
Christmas (and all holidays) can be that way for people. Whether it is because you are lonely, finances are tight, the
family dynamics have changed, illness has gained a stronghold or whatever; the “joy” of Christmas can be illusive.
We want to recognize and acknowledge that it is okay to be sad. Scripture reminds us that “Jesus wept” (John 11:35).
If Jesus set this model of emotional humanity, I think it’s okay for us too when life is difficult.
On Wednesday, December 20 at 7pm we will have a Blue Christmas service at Community Church in the Sanctuary.
If you are sad or anxious about the holidays, this service is for you. If you know of someone who will be experiencing
difficulty this holiday, this service is for you to go and pick them up and bring them. If you have compassion for those
who are broken, lonely, down, out, hurting, discouraged, sick, this service is for you to come and be an encouragement
and offer intercessory prayers.
Sadness happens. But, fortunately, our Lord Jesus Christ came into the world to bring us back to him. He walks with
us through the darkness providing just enough light for the next step until we can look back and realize that just enough
with him was all we needed.
Make plans to be a part of the Blue Christmas service. It will include music, prayer, a brief message, candle lighting
and the opportunity for anointing. Don’t be afraid to admit the sadness you are feeling or invite a friend who is bound to
need a place to acknowledge their new season. A small reception will follow in the Patterson Parlor. For questions
contact Elizabeth Somes at ESomes@CommunityUMChurch.com.

Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God; and every one
that loveth is born of God…for God is love. 1John 4:7-8
A warm-from-the-oven casserole taken to the home of a sick friend…
A bouquet of flowers from your garden given to a neighbor…

A thank-you note sent to performers who did such an excellent job during a concert or play you attended…
A loaf of freshly baked cinnamon bread brought to the office for coffee break…
A box of cookies taken to the police station on Christmas day to encourage those who are “on duty” during the holiday…
A call to ask with genuine care and concern, “How are you doing? We miss you!”
We may not think of these as acts of Christian witnessing, yet they are. Every act of lovingkindness reflects God’s lovingkindness for his people. We give because Jesus Christ has so freely given His love to us. He is the example we follow.
Never dismiss an act of lovingkindness as being too small or inconsequential. God will magnify even our smallest deeds
to reveal His love to others.

“Each loving act says loud and clear, “I love you, God loves you. I care God cares.”
We normally think of or remember others during the holiday season and do something kind or thoughtful for them, but
there is a “season” taking place in our church community and family that will continue way past Christmas and the New
Year. It’s our “season of growth and building.” During this time, there are several of our friends and “pew neighbors”
who are missing because of the inability to physically get to church due to parking, walking longer distances and other
health issues. We, the Pastoral Care Team would like to know who these individuals are so that we can check in on them
and maybe schedule a time to visit with them, give them communion and just let them know that we care and that they
are missed. This is an easy “act of lovingkindness” you can do for someone.
Look around…who’s missing? Call the church office and tell us of someone that you know of who hasn’t been in church
for a while, that may need and want a visit from the Pastoral Care Team. We will get in touch with them and let them
know we miss and care about them. AND…if you would like to join the Pastoral Care Team, we would like to hear from
you about this too. E-mail us through Community Central and someone will call you and speak with you about what,
when and how we do what we do!!
Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
From you Pastoral Care Team
Donna Auckerman, Bill Blank, John Berg, Amy Moody, Ruth McGowan, Carolyn Miller, Carol Soule, Francis
Thurman, Robin Thurman, Dennis Urban, Billy Watterson, Dwight Willaman, Joyce Wright and of course Our
Pastors, John , Jim and Rich.
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