
Powerful Words 
Connect Guide – July 15 & 16, 2017 

I TRUST You 
 

Take this paper and take the sermon home with you.  Reflect on the passage and discussion questions.  
Consider how to apply the message to your life.  Study alone or gather a group.  This guide will 
enrich and encourage you on your path to discipleship and deepen your relationship with God. 

 

Scripture 
Acts 9: 4-16 … He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why 
do you persecute me?” 

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the 
city, and you will be told what you must do.” 

The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not 
see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see 
nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind, 
and did not eat or drink anything. 

In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 
vision, “Ananias!” 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 

The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man 
from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has seen a man named 
Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 

“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the 
harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. And he has come here with 
authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 

But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim 
my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him 
how much he must suffer for my name.”  

 

Discuss 
1. Name some people you trust.  Why do you trust them?  Have 

you ever experienced a situation when there was a lack of 
trust?  Why?  What happened? 

2. Pastor Rich said, “behind trust, there’s always a REASON and 
RESULT for trusting somebody.”  What are reasons to trust 
others?  What are some results of trust? 

3. Read aloud the next statement together:  Live like Jesus with 
people. Because relationships work best when you look and 
sound like Jesus.  Take a few minutes to reflect on your 
relationships – friends, family, co-workers, neighbors, 
acquaintances. Of your relationships who do you already have 
great trust with and in? Are there any relationships you need to 
build more trust into?   

4. Read over the Acts 9 passage about Saul.  What reasons did the 
Jews have to trust Saul?  What reasons did Saul have to trust 
the Jews?  What reasons did Saul have to trust in Jesus?   

5. Look up Philippians 4:9. What is the result of Saul (now Paul) 
trying to gain the trust of the readers of his letters?  

 
Apply 
Behind trust is a reason and a result.  The reason you trust someone is 
your connection to them. Maybe you know them or you’ve seen what 
they do. It’s a big deal when someone trusts you. The result of trust is 
even bigger. In fact, for a follower of Jesus, having someone trust you 
may lead them to the biggest decision of their lives.  If you’re a 
follower of Jesus, here’s how this plays out in your life: If people trust 
you they can learn to trust Jesus. If you’re living like Jesus with 
people, which gives them every reason for them to trust you, when you 
say, “Trust me, you need to try Jesus,” they will.   How can your 
words change someone’s life this week?  To who do you need to say, 
“trust me, you need to try Jesus?” 
 
Prayer 
God, your words are the most powerful of all.  Lead us as we study 
your word and apply it to our lives.  Help us to speak truth boldly as 
we interact with others in this world leading people to you.  In Jesus 
Name, Amen 


