
Powerful Words 
Connect Guide – July 8 & 9, 2017 

I BLAME You 
 

Take this paper and take the sermon home with you.  Reflect on the passage and discussion questions.  
Consider how to apply the message to your life.  Study alone or gather a group.  This guide will 
enrich and encourage you on your path to discipleship and deepen your relationship with God. 

 

 
 
Scripture 
Luke 19:1-10 … Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A 
man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector 
and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was 
short he could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a 
sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to 
him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house 
today.” So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the 
guest of a sinner.” 

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and 
now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated 
anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 

Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because 
this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save the lost.” 

 
 

 

Discuss 
1. Have you ever been blamed for something you didn’t do?  Or 

maybe you did do but have been unfairly held in account? 
2. Read aloud the next statement together:  Live like Jesus with 

people. Because relationships work best when you look and 
sound like Jesus.  Take a few minutes to reflect on your 
relationships – friends, family, co-workers, neighbors, 
acquaintances. Are there any relationships you have where 
‘blame’ has had an adverse effect? 

3. Pastor Rich said, “BLAME gives you an excuse. Blame is 
always the result of something not turning out the way you 
wanted it to.”  When things don’t go your way, how do you 
typically handle the situation?  Are you likely to blame? 

4. Look up Luke 19:1-10.  How did Jesus deal with a man who 
deserved blame but got something else, something greater?    

5. Who was Zacchaeus and why did he deserve blame? 
6. How did Zacchaeus claim his actions?  What change occurred 

because of Zacchaeus’ claim? 
 
Apply 
Your words carry weight. Because you live in relationships with 
people your words matter. Relationships have been built and broken 
by words. We all blame people, probably more than you think; the guy 
cutting you off in traffic, the person cutting you off in conversation, 
your kids for making you late. Any time something doesn’t go the way 
you want it to the tendency is to blame. I blame you. Those are 
powerful words. But blame brings shame, and claim brings change. 
This is the model Jesus set and if you want to live like Jesus with 
people you need to stop playing the blame game. What if our words 
didn’t just connect and inform but direct and transform?  How can 
your words change someone’s life this week? 
 
Prayer 
God, your words are the most powerful of all.  Lead us as we study 
your word and apply it to our lives.  Help us to speak truth boldly as 
we interact with others in this world leading people to you.  In Jesus 
Name, Amen 


