of the Spirit in Corinth

Home Communities
1 Cor. 4:1

A Missional Home Community is: a small group that meets regularly for the
purpose of mutual edification and the application of Scripture to be lived out
as an everyday community (Acts 2:42-47; Ephesians 4:11-16). The group
functions as a mini-church with the leader shepherding the group to become
a family of servant missionaries who make disciples that make disciples and
multiply (Matthew 28:19-20; 1 Peter 2:9).

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. 2 Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found
faithful. 3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you
or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4 For I am not
aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the
Lord who judges me. 5 Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time,
before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in
darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will
receive his commendation from God.
6

Home Community Questions:
The entire passage of 1 Corinthians 4 was designed to challenge Christians to
follow Paul’s leadership:
1) Talk through the differences between a “legal guardian” and a “parent”
in relation to children.
2) Now, apply this to the words “guide” & “father” in 4:13-21.
3) Paul says, “I urge you, be imitators of me” (1 Cor. 4:16; see also 11:1),
now read Matthew 4:17-25 (specifically Matt. 4:19).


What words are similar?

4) The words “follow me” and “be imitators of me” are synonomous with
“be a disciple” – now read 1 Corinthians 4:16, 11:1, and Matthew 4:19 in
light of Matthew 28:19-20 –


What is Jesus calling us to do? (Matt. 4:19; 28:19)



What is Paul calling us to do? (1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1)



How is this to be lived out right here in HC?

I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit,
brothers, that you may learn by us not to go beyond what is written, that
none of you may be puffed up in favor of one against another. 7 For who sees
anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then
you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?
8

Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Without us
you have become kings! And would that you did reign, so that we might
share the rule with you! 9 For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as
last of all, like men sentenced to death, because we have become a spectacle
to the world, to angels, and to men. 10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but you
are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor,
but we in disrepute. 11 To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are
poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless,12 and we labor, working with our
own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; 13 when
slandered, we entreat. We have become, and are still, like the scum of the
world, the refuse of all things.
14

I do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as
my beloved children. 15 For though you have countless guides in Christ, you
do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through
the gospel. 16 I urge you, then, be imitators of me.17 That is why I sent you
Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways
in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church. 18 Some are arrogant,
as though I were not coming to you. 19 But I will come to you soon, if the Lord
wills, and I will find out not the talk of these arrogant people but their power.
20
For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power. 21 What do
you wish? Shall I come to you with a rod, or with love in a spirit of
gentleness?

8

Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Without us
you have become kings! And would that you did reign, so that we might
share the rule with you!

I.

Spiritual leaders are servants with authority (4:1-5)

1 Cor. 4:1

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. 2 Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found
faithful.

 Servants – free servants under authority (of Christ)
 Stewards – servant with highest authority over a house (pastors-elder)
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But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any
human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4 For I am not aware of
anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who
judges me. 5 Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before
the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and
will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his
commendation from God.

“All human judgments not only lack God’s omniscient perspective but
also remain premature...” – Craig Blomberg

II. Servant leaders walk humbly with our GOD (4:6-13)
1 Cor. 4:6

I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit,
brothers, that you may learn by us not to go beyond what is written, that
none of you may be puffed up in favor of one against another. 7 For who sees
anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then
you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?

“The Corinthians evidently thought they had reached full maturity and were
ruling and reigning rather than walking humbly with God.” – W. Harold Mare
9

For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men
sentenced to death, because we have become a spectacle to the world, to
angels, and to men. 10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in
Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in
disrepute. 11 To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are poorly dressed
and buffeted and homeless,12 and we labor, working with our own
hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; 13 when
slandered, we entreat. We have become, and are still, like the scum of the
world, the refuse of all things.

III. Paul challenges the Corinthians to follow his leadership (4:14-21)
1 Cor. 4:14

I do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as
my beloved children. 15 For though you have countless guides in Christ, you
do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through
the gospel. 16 I urge you, then, be imitators of me.17 That is why I sent you
Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways
in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church. 18 Some are arrogant,
as though I were not coming to you. 19 But I will come to you soon, if the Lord
wills, and I will find out not the talk of these arrogant people but their power.
20
For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power. 21 What do
you wish? Shall I come to you with a rod, or with love in a spirit of
gentleness?
 Difference between a “guide” and a “father” – father is responsible for
behavior change. Paul is saying in v. 15, “I am responsible for admonishing
you, like my children who I love and want to help grow and change.”
 “be imitators of me” (v. 16) = “Follow me...” (see Matt. 4:19) = discipleship
 See also 1 Cor. 11:1 & Hebrews 13:7

September 24, 2017

LOOKING AHEAD
Sept 28 ............................. Women’s Bible Study begins - 1pm in Upper Room
Oct 1 ................................. Youth Serving Auction Lunch & Silent Dessert Auction - After the morning service
Oct 15............................... West Seattle Churches Worship Gathering - @ Hope Lutheran 6:30PM
Oct 21............................... Community Day
Oct 28............................... Joel Comisky - 6pm
Oct 31............................... Trunk or Treat - 6pm

LOVE God & people by praying for: Jan Linville (bladder mass), Bonnie Lemert (bike accident recovery),
Esther Sharratt (stroke recovery), Ken Stalling (stroke recovery), Kim Smith (healing from seizures),
Margie Frye (vision loss), Judy Cole (CMML(leukemia)), staff & elders of Grace Church and the ongoing
health needs of: Bill Hall. For the Grace Church leadership and staff and for Sunday activities at Grace..
Pastor Ryan Faust - Senior Pastor
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org
or his blog: prfaust.wordress.com
Pastor Lucas Fennell - Youth Pastor
lucasf@gracechurchseattle.org

Pastor Jerry Buell - Admin Pastor
jerryb@gracechurchseattle.org

Kathie Varney - Exec Admin
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org

Victoria Scott - Children’s Ed. Admin
victorias@gracechurchseattle.org

GRACE CHURCH 10323 28TH AVE SW SEATTLE, WA 98146 (206) 937 -8400

GRACECHURCHSEATTLE. ORG

& live a new life

CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
9:00 am Men’s Equipping
10:30 am
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 pm

WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Children & Youth DNA - various
Adult Classes - various
Sr. High Youth Group - Crowded House

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

today’s date

Church Office closed

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

1:00 pm Women’s Bible Study - Upper Room

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

I am a guest of
address

phone
phone (cell)
email

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus
 Want to know more about Grace
 Interested in joining a Home Community
 Interested in serving at Grace (if so
where?) __________________

 Address/info change
 Add me to the church email list
 Interested in baptism
 Interested in membership

YOUTH SERVING AUCTION

This week we launched our Home
Communities. If you have not been part of
a group, this is a good opportunity to join
a group with a fresh start to the year.
Please take a look at our booklet to
discern where you live and which group is
closest to you. We desire for groups to be
based on location so that people can
develop an everyday community beyond
just the meeting time. Please contact the
HC leader before showing up so they
know to expect you.

NEXT SUNDAY Oct 1, immediately following
worship, join us for a soup & salad lunch ($5
donation), silent dessert auction, followed by
a live auction of services from high school
youth (babysitting, lawn care, etc). Proceeds
will go to help our teens attend Winter Youth
and next year’s youth missions trip. It’s going
to be a BLAST! Be thinking about what you

1:00 pm Bible Study Fellowship room 128

If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.

name

HOME COMMUNITIES

1:00 pm Bill Turner Memorial

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
Church Office closed

10:00 am GriefShare - room 123

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1
7:00 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm

Prayer in the Upper Room
WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Youth Serving Auction
Children’s & Youth DNA - various
Adult Classes - various

BUDGET THRU 09/17/2017
We are -$3,293.82 below
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $ 129,221.28
GIVING YTD $ 125,927.42
We are at 97% of budget
GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

LOST & FOUND
Items lost and waiting for rightful owner
will now be placed in the usher’s closet
next to the Welcome Center. If you find
something that may belong to others,
make sure it gets to that Lost & Found
location. If on Sunday, also notify the
Welcome Center host.

KEN SMITH RETIREMENT
Former pastor of Grace Church, Ken Smith
is retiring in October. His daughter Jen is
planning a surprise for him, and would
like to have a basket of cards from people
from all the churches he has served. She
would love people to share memories of
how he ministered to them or an adventure shared etc. This is a surprise, so
please don’t communicate this in a way
that her parents could find out (ie Facebook). Cards needed by early Oct to: Ken
Smith c/o Jen Bandy 12611 46th Dr SE
Everett, WA 98208.

BILL TURNER MEMORIAL
A celebration of Bill's life of 98 years will
be held Friday, Sept 29 at 1pm here at
Grace. All are invited to attend.

need done around the house! High School
parent meeting immediately following the
service. Students will fill out service cards this
evening at 7pm High School Youth Group.

FALL CLASSES
Join one of the 5:30pm classes tonight.
These classes are designed to meet you
where you are, and provide the richness of
multi-generational Christian community.
Awana Youth DNA is held at the same time
for children Pre-K through 8th Grade. High
School Youth Group begins at 7pm in the
Crowded House. More information on the
evening classes can be found in the Fall
Grace Church booklet. Pick one up at the
Welcome Center in the Foyer.

WOMEN’S WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY
Ladies of all ages, join Katy Faust THIS
THURSDAY AT 1PM IN THE UPPER ROOM
for weekly Bible reading. This time will be
casual, focused on application and highly
relational. Kids welcome if they have
activities to keep them busy, or they’re old
enough to participate. Bring your Bible,
your whole heart and let God speak to you
through His people and His Word.
Please pray for the family of former Assistant
Pastor Vince Tuturice who went home to the
LORD on Friday, Sept 15.

