Defining Our Home Community (HC Covenant)
What is an HC?
HCs are small groups based on Acts 2:42-47. The early Christian community called
“the Church” devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching (NT), fellowship
(sharing), breaking bread (meal / communion), and prayer (Acts 2:42). HCs function
like mini-churches that meet weekly for family time. But this is more than a Bible
study in that we emphasize EVERYDAY relationships (Acts 2:43-47); hence why HCs
are based on location, to readily engage in everyday rhythms. An HC leader is like a
shepherd helping members learn to use their gifts to serve the HC, the church, and
the community. At the center of every HC is our core beliefs, out of which flows
mission. Our goal is to covenant together as an HC; as a family of servant
missionaries with the goal of multiplying to further God’s Kingdom. The following is
a review of questions the last 3 weeks, and this week we will bring it home.
Our Core Beliefs:
 The Gospel: The Gospel is good news; it is the power of God for salvation by
faith in the person & work of Jesus (God’s Son), who was crucified on the cross
for our sins, and raised from the dead validating He is Christ and Lord.




Gospel Identity: By confession “Jesus is Lord” and
belief God raised Him from the dead, I am saved,
and have a new identity in Christ as “child of the
King” (Family), called to serve the LORD (Servant),
and sent in the power of the Spirit (Missionary) to
fulfill Christ’s commissioning for us to make
disciples.
Live out of our Gospel Identity: The purpose of this
HC covenant is to help your HC define in more
detail how we will covenant together to live out this
mission as a HC. Our goal in general is to become a
family of servant missionaries that multiplies in the
next 12-24 months.

Questions in forming your HC group:
The four essential spiritual tasks of Christian community are:
i)

Devotion to the Apostles’ Teaching; ii) Fellowship; iii) Breaking Bread;
iv) Prayer

In which of these tasks does our HC excel? Where do we need growth?

Why We Do What We Do and You
Home Communities: Living Communally in an Age of Individuality
The First Christian Church (Acts 2:42-47)
Act 2:42-47 42

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and
the fellowship (tē koinōnia), to the breaking of bread and the
prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs
were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were
together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any
had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad
and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were
being saved.

Can you imagine how such a rich, connected community,
spread by Christians, would change the world?
BI: God specifically designed His church to satisfy our biggest needs.
Pentecost – or the coming of the Holy Spirit – did change the world!
Acts 2:1-4

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one
place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty
rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3
And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each
one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.”


In the ancient Israelite tradition, Pentecost began as a celebration of
the “first fruits” of the harvest. But in the New Covenant era, it became
the first fruits of the _________________ harvest.

In light of the Pentecost, how are Christians to live?
The answer, which can be considered the Gospel Life, is neatly summarized
in Acts 2:32-47. The Gospel Life contains:

Devotion to Apostles’ Teaching. This meant coming face-to-face with
Jesus, and one of His most difficult commandments:
John 13:34: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another, as I have loved you.”

o

Care for new __________ and the young in the faith (v. 42);

o

Beauty and power of worshipping together (vv. 42, 47);

We cannot live out this commandment in isolation, because love needs
an ________________.

o

Caring for the ________ needs of one another (v. 45);

Fellowship. The Apostle Paul describes fellowship in this way:

o

Sincere, inseparable oneness in Spirit (v. 44);

o

Joyful, loving ______________ (v. 46);

o

Evangelistic outreach, freely sharing the good news (v. 47)

1 Cor 12:12-13: Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its
many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

It is only in God-centered, loving, holy community do we have our two
most basic needs met:
1. We Need People. Our fundamental need for human support
and companionship, which provides for our material needs,
safety, and emotional well-being; and
2. We Need God. Our deep longing for meaning in our lives, found
only in relationship with God.
In the New Covenant Era, Christians didn’t simply go to church, they ________
the Church!

Early Christians focused on four essential spiritual tasks:
1)
2)
3)
4)

Devotion to Apostle’s teaching
Fellowship
Breaking of Bread
Prayer

Christian fellowship is different because it always has a godly purpose, and
is ________________. Worldly fellowship is mainly circumstantial.
Breaking Bread. Breaking bread together is a godly, mystical experience for
Christians. Sharing a meal as we praise God not only nourishes us
physically, it nourishes us _____________________.
Prayer. Although listed last, prayer is not the last thing we do, it is the
_________________ thing we do!
What you should expect here:

Join us NEXT SUNDAY
Sept 16 for Fall Kick-off at
Grace! We will start the
morning at 8:45am with a
Breakfast potluck, (please
bring a large dish to share with
10-12 people). At 9:30am we

The Book of AMOS an in-depth look at prophecy,
justice and the Holy Spirit.

BEGINS NEXT SUNDAY
SEPT 16, 10:30AM

will have family time to go
into detail on Discipleship,
Christian Education,
and Worship.

WHY WE DO
LOOKING AHEAD
Sept 16 .......................... Fall Kick-Off
Sept 16 .......................... Home Community Open House - 12 noon in the foyer after worship
Sept 16 .......................... 4th-12th DNA and Adult class ‘JGenerous Justice’ begins 6-8pm
Sept 27 .......................... Women’s Bible Reading begins 1pm at the Faust's
Oct 7 ............................. Parenting Seminar

LOVE God & people by praying for: Dennis Gredvig (Victoria Scott’s Dad, (lung cancer)), Leona

WHAT WE DO
&
YOU

Vittum (hospice care), Kevin Varney (prostate cancer), Margie Fry (coping with vision loss), Judy Cole
(chemo for CMML (leukemia)), Kim Smith (healing from seizures), safety during Sunday activities at
Grace and the ongoing health needs of Bill Hall.
Dr. Ryan Faust - Senior Pastor
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org
or his blog: prfaust.wordress.com

Dr. Mark Elefritz - Associate Pastor
marke@gracechurchseattle.org

Kathie Varney - Exec Admin
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org

Victoria Scott - Children’s Director
victorias@gracechurchseattle.org

Pastor Lucas Fennell - Youth Pastor
lucasf@gracechurchseattle.org

GRACE CHURCH 10323 28TH AVE SW SEATTLE, WA 98146 (206) 937 -8400

September 9, 2018
GRACECHURCHSEATTLE.ORG

CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.
If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.
today’s date

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Classes provided downstairs for nursery-3rd gr
Kids activity sheets at the Welcome Center desk.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
Church Office closed

I am a guest of
address

CHILDREN & YOUTH
MINISTRY THIS FALL

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
Church Office closed

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
10:00 am GriefShare rm 123

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

In addition to building Christ-centered
family on mission in Seattle, our goal at
Grace is having a quality Children’s &
Youth Ministry for N-12th grade. Based
on our size as a church, to do this with
excellence requires simplifying things.
And so we are excited about this fall
when we will have:


Children’s ministry for N-3rd grade
on Sundays during children’s
church from 10:30am-Noon (Victoria
is in charge of Sunday mornings).



DNA for Children’s and Youth
Ministry for 4th-12thgrade on
Sunday evenings, 6:00pm-8:00pm
(Pastor Lucas is in charge of DNA on
Sunday evenings).

7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
8:45 am FALL KICK-OFF BREAKFAST POTLUCK
9:30 am Family Meeting
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION

phone
phone (cell)
email

BUDGET THRU 09/02/18

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus
 Want to know more about Grace
 Interested in joining a Home Community
 Interested in serving at Grace (if so

We are -$14,601.19
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $ 111,012.50
GIVING YTD $ 96,411.31
We are at 87% of budget

where?) __________________

 Address/info change
 Add me to the church email list
 Interested in baptism
 Interested in membership

One of our top priorities at Grace Church
is Children and Youth Ministry. Our
philosophy of ministry is:
1) Provide a quality Children’s
Education for N-12th grade
2) To equip parents to be primary
disciple-makers of their children
3) To do this together in community
(both on Sundays and in HCs)

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Church Office closed
name

FROM THE PASTORS

GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

BAPTISM & MEMBERSHIP
For anyone who would like to become a
member of Grace Church or be baptized,
please contact Pastor Ryan Faust at the
church office (206) 937-8400 or see him
after the service.

HOME COMMUNITY OPEN
HOUSE TODAY AFTER WORSHIP
Real people who are part of each
Home Community, with name tags and
neighborhood identified, will be on-site
and on duty to talk about their Home
Community, answer questions and
personally welcome others to come a
visit. Not part of a HC? Come with
questions! Such as:
 What is your HC like?
 How are you on mission together?
 How do you minister to children?
See Pastor Mark or Jill Elefritz for info.

DO YOU EVER WONDER…
 What biblical justice is?
 What Jesus said about justice?
 Is justice a personal responsibility,
or the government’s
responsibility?
Benjamin Franklin said, “Justice will not
be served until those who are
unaffected are as outraged as those
who are.” Is this how God sees, & how
the Bible portrays, justice? Some see
talk of justice, among believers, as a
long-overdue discussion. Others see
such talk as a dangerous diversion from
the gospel. Who’s right?
Beginning Sunday, Sept. 16, from 68pm in Room 129, we will take an
honest look – with the Holy Spirit’s
help – at how God sees justice using
Pastor Timothy Keller’s book
“Generous Justice” as a guide.
Questions? See Pastor Mark! Keller’s
book is available in bookstores &
online. (There are a few copies for
purchase at the Welcome Center.)

