The LORD roars from Zion

Grace Church Seattle Vision
We envision: Building a Christ-centered family in missional community by focusing
on worship of God in Celebration, small group Connection, and Contributions from
all who own Grace as their church. This is the Ancient / Future Path:

The Book of Amos

Reading of Amos 5:1-17 – by Pastor Lucas Fennell

Structure of Amos 5:1-17
Celebrate: “Kerygma” means the “proclamation” of the good news
of Jesus Christ (see Mark 16:15-16; John 3:1-16). Our goal on
Sundays is that God is worshipped and people understand the
gospel and its relevance to everyday life.

A. The LORD laments of the death of Israel (5:1-3)
B. GOD calls Israel to seek the LORD and Live (5:4-6a)
C. Accusations of perverted Justice (5:6b-7)
D. A Hymn to Almighty Yahweh who transforms (5:8-9)

Connect: “Koinonia” means “sharing” in everything: in worship,
food, fellowship, understanding the Gospel, teaching each other’s
children, sharing our pain, our loss, our struggles, our joy, our
hopes, our dreams, etc. Home Communities express this in
everyday life (Acts 2:42-47).

Contribute: “Diakonia” means “to serve.” All Christians are called
to contribute to building up their local church (Ephesians 4:11-16).
This is the contribution of our time, gifts, skills, and resources to
maximize the effectiveness of a local church to be the church
envisioned in Scripture (1 Pet. 2:9-10).

C. Examples of perverted justice (5:10-13)
B. Seeking the LORD should affect actions & emotions (5:14-15)
A. The LORD laments that He will bring wrath on Israel (5:16-17)

BI: Seek the LORD & live > transformed in actions & emotions > in justice & mercy.
A. Emotion (5:1-3; 16-17)  lamentation

Amos 5:16

HC Questions: Let us have an open ended conversation again following these rules of
engagement: 1) share your doubts, questions, & concerns on the topic; 2) let us
discuss the ideas without attacking each other; and 3) seek each other’s good:


Talk about the idea of perversions of justice in vv. 11-13. How is this seen in
the Seattle area?



Vv. 7-15 really get at the heart of the issue, specifically that justice and mercy
(vv. 7, and 11-13) are to be affected by principles of seeking right action and
right emotion (vv. 14-15). How can pursuing holiness affect how wee engage
the Seattle culture and the issues we just talked about?



What needs to be our central focus as Christians in order to have the right
heart and therefore the right actions?

Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord:

“In all the squares there shall be wailing,
and in all the streets they shall say, ‘Alas! Alas!’
They shall call the farmers to mourning
and to wailing those who are skilled in lamentation,
17
and in all vineyards there shall be wailing,
for I will pass through your midst,”
says the LORD.
“Laments are not a sign of weakness or pastoral compromise, a denial of
responsibility, or a softening of a belief in God’s justice. Rather they are
personal expressions of real sorrow that people are so set in their sinful ways
that the Lord must end his long-suffering patience and mercy and bring sever
judgment on them.” – Gary Smith

B. Seek the LORD & Live (5:4-6a; 14-15)  transformation

C. Transformed in justice & mercy (5:6b-7; 10-13)  actions & emotions
Amos 5:10

Amos 5:14

Seek good, and not evil,
that you may live;
and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you,
as you have said.
15
Hate evil, and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.


To seek GOD is to commit to holy living.



Holiness is concerned with action & emotion.
o

Action  seek good, shun evil

o

Emotion  hate evil, love good

“But there is also this truth, that many, many times, if we were to wait
for emotion to prompt action, we should wait in vain and long lists of
Christian duties would rot in the pipe-line because we did not ‘feel’ any
stimulus to perform them.” – A.J. Motyer


Holiness must be pursued for both self & society.



Pursuit of holiness is a way of life for the Christian.

They hate him who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor him who speaks the truth.
11
Therefore because you trample on the poor
and you exact taxes of grain from him,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not dwell in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.
12
For I know how many are your transgressions
and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and turn aside the needy in the gate.
13
Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time,
for it is an evil time.

“For Amos, the foundation of justice in Israel was supposed to be the law
courts made up of male elders in each city, who met together to hear the case
presented... The court met in the city gate... All elders could speak in the court
(cf. Job 32:12), and they were expected to uphold the innocent and decree
punishment for the guilty (cf. Prov. 24:23-25). They were the final recourse given
to the poor and helpless in Israelite society.” – Elizabeth Achtemeier
D. Worship the LORD who Transforms (5:8-9)  “Yahweh Saves” = Jesus
Amos 5:8

He who made the Pleiades and Orion,
and turns deep darkness into the morning
and darkens the day into night,
who calls for the waters of the sea
and pours them out on the surface of the earth,
the LORD is his name;
9
who makes destruction flash forth against the strong,
so that destruction comes upon the fortress.


This is the central point of the poetic structure of 5:1-17



The point  The GOD who is powerful to bring about creation, to
cause the days and seasons to change, to cause floods and the power
of the ocean, and to even affect human history in warfare  this is
the powerful GOD who is about to judge Israel.

ROOM 128

This seminar will prepare parents to lead their
child’s transition from childhood to Godhonoring adulthood. Most appropriate for parents
of children 12 thru 18. We’ll describe:
 The Bible’s perspective on roles of men & women

 Identity in Christ, healthy relationships, maturing bodies,
and sexual purity
 Resources for families
 How to create a personal, meaningful experience with your
teenager to celebrate this transition

LOOKING AHEAD
Nov 4 ...........................Parenting Seminar 6pm - room 128
Nov 4 ...........................Surviving the Holidays - 2pm in room 123
Nov 9-11......................Marriage Retreat @Black Diamond
Dec 1 ...........................Advent Begins
Dec 28-30 ....................Winter Youth Retreat in Portland for High School students

LOVE God & people by praying for: Vittum-Jones family (on Leona’s passing), Dennis Gredvig
(Victoria Scott’s Dad, (lung cancer)), Kevin Varney (prostate cancer), Margie Fry (coping with vision
loss), Judy Cole (chemo for CMML (leukemia)), Kim Smith (healing from seizures), safety during
Sunday activities at Grace and the ongoing health needs of Bill Hall.
Dr. Ryan Faust - Senior Pastor
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org
or his blog: prfaust.wordress.com

Dr. Mark Elefritz - Associate Pastor
marke@gracechurchseattle.org

Kathie Varney - Admin Assistant
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org

Victoria Scott - Children’s Director
victorias@gracechurchseattle.org

Pastor Lucas Fennell - Youth Pastor
lucasf@gracechurchseattle.org
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CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.
If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.
today’s date

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
9:00 am Men’s Equip HC Leaders rm 129
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Classes provided downstairs for nursery-3rd gr
Kids activity sheets at the Welcome Center desk.

6:00 pm Youth DNA Halloween Party - various
6:00 pm Adult Class ’Biblical Justice’ - rm 129
6:00 pm NO Membership Class - rm 128

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2
Church Office closed

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3
name
I am a guest of

Church Office closed

phone
phone (cell)

7:00 am
10:30 am
2:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Prayer in the Upper Room
WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Surviving the Holidays - rm 123
Youth DNA 4th-12th Grade - various
Adult Class ‘Generous Justice’ - rm 129
Parenting Seminar - rm 128

email

BUDGET THRU 10/21/18

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus
 Want to know more about Grace
 Interested in joining a Home Community
 Interested in serving at Grace (if so

We are -$21,671.75
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $ 188,721.25
GIVING YTD $ 167,049.50
We are at 89% of budget

where?) __________________

 Address/info change
 Add me to the church email list
 Interested in baptism
 Interested in membership

Are you interested in baptism or
membership? Please contact Pastor Ryan
Faust at the church office (206) 937-8400.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Operation Christmas Child provides
children all over the world with tangible
expressions of God’s love. Your gift of
toys, school supplies, hygiene products,
etc. are often an answer to prayer. What
a joy to be part of that blessing! Your
participation in OCC also creates
opportunities for the Gospel to be shared
in areas that might not otherwise have
access to it, which in turn transforms
entire families and communities.
 National Collection week is Nov 1219, return boxes Nov 11 to Grace.
 The most important thing you can
put into a shoebox is your prayers!!
 Connect with Angela Barton if you
have questions or would like to help.

10:00 am GriefShare - rm 123

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4
address

BAPTISM & MEMBERSHIP

GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

YOUTH DNA HALLOWEEN PARTY
All 4th - 12th Grade Youth, wear a
costume and join us for another special
DNA Halloween Party TONIGHT, 6-8pm!
Cardboard maze, costume party,
Halloween candy and all kinds of fun!
Make sure you are THERE!

PREPARING FOR ADULTHOOD
PARENTING SEMINAR
It is so important for parents to talk with
their kids about sex and relationships!
Join us on Nov. 4 from 6-8p for great
conversation about when and how to
pass along a “right-side-up” view of our
identity as it pertains to gender, sex, and
relationships.

MARRIAGE RETREAT
Escape into the wilderness for a relaxing
weekend with your spouse. Whether
you've been married one month or 50
years, this retreat is perfect for you! Take
some time to invest in each other and
your marriage, reconnecting away from
the daily grind that life often brings. We
hope you will join us for a weekend full of
quality time and unique adventure
activities. We pray that this experience
will be a turning point in your marriage!
SIGN UP NOW for the Marriage Retreat
at Black Diamond Camp November 9-11.
$300/couple. Registration Fee includes
meals, lodging, and all activities. To
register go to blackdiamond.org/fallspring/programmed-retreats.php. See
Heather May for info or email her at
heather@impulseaudiovideo.com.

PROPERTY SALE
As the elders explained last Sunday, the
Resource Advisory Team has advised that
our church sell the house that is south of
Pastor Lucas’ home. As our elders and
pastors have processed what to do, we
have discerned we would like to open up
discussion to the congregation about
what to do with the property. Perhaps
fix it up and use it for Ministry? Perhaps
level it and just keep the property for
future use? Perhaps sell it and us the
resources for ministry? If you are
interested in being part of the meetings
to discuss ideas, please email pastor Ryan
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org. We
would like to involve your input. Thanks!

