The LORD roars from Zion

Grace Church Seattle Vision
We envision: Building a Christ-centered family in missional community by focusing
on worship of God in Celebration, small group Connection, and Contributions from
all who own Grace as their church. This is the Ancient / Future Path:
Celebrate: “Kerygma” means the “proclamation” of the good news
of Jesus Christ (see Mark 16:15-16; John 3:1-16). Our goal on
Sundays is that God is worshipped and people understand the
gospel and its relevance to everyday life.

Connect: “Koinonia” means “sharing” in everything: in worship,
food, fellowship, understanding the Gospel, teaching each other’s
children, sharing our pain, our loss, our struggles, our joy, our
hopes, our dreams, etc. Home Communities express this in
everyday life (Acts 2:42-47).

The Book of Amos
Amos 5:1
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“Fallen, no more to rise,
is the virgin Israel;
forsaken on her land,
with none to raise her up.”
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For thus says the Lord GOD:
“The city that went out a thousand
shall have a hundred left,
and that which went out a hundred
shall have ten left
to the house of Israel.”
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For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel:
“Seek me and live;
5
but do not seek Bethel,
and do not enter into Gilgal
or cross over to Beersheba;
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile,
and Bethel shall come to nothing.”
6
Seek the LORD and live,
lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph,
and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel,
7
O you who turn justice to wormwood
and cast down righteousness to the earth!

Contribute: “Diakonia” means “to serve.” All Christians are called
to contribute to building up their local church (Ephesians 4:11-16).
This is the contribution of our time, gifts, skills, and resources to
maximize the effectiveness of a local church to be the church
envisioned in Scripture (1 Pet. 2:9-10).

HC Questions: Let us have an open hearted discussion about the difference between
playing church and truly being in relationship with GOD:
1.

Let’s start by reading Amos 5:1-6 in which GOD is grieving over the spiritual
deadness of Israel and He gives the solution – “Seek me and live...” and then
GOD says, “Don’t seek me at Beth-el, Gilgal, or Beersheba” – why would GOD
say this? What does Amos mean?

2.

Israel was “playing church” and the symptom was that justice was perverted
(Amos 5:7). What might the symptoms be for us if we are playing church?

3.

Let us seek the LORD’s heart and we will begin to reflect His character; read
and discuss the meaning and our application of Micah 6:8; Zech. 7:9-10; Psalm
146:7-9; Deut. 10:17-18; Job 29:12-17; and Jeremiah 9:23-24.

Hear this word that I take up over you in lamentation, O house of Israel:

BI: You play with GOD you play with fire; seek the LORD and you will live.


The need of resurrection...



The need to seek the LORD and not religion...



If you play with GOD, you play with fire.

I.

The need of resurrection...

Amos 5:1

Hear this word that I take up over you in lamentation, O house of Israel:

 Point: Seek the LORD and not religion –
A. Seek the LORD and live = gracious invitation despite their spiritual death.
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“Fallen, no more to rise,
is the virgin Israel;
forsaken on her land,
with none to raise her up.”
3

B. Beth-el = “House of GOD”  Renewal  seek GOD, not His house!
 OT – Jacob renewed at Beth-el (Gen. 28:10-19a; 35:15)
 NT – Jesus embodies the power to renew (John 2:18-22)

For thus says the Lord GOD:

“The city that went out a thousand
shall have a hundred left,
and that which went out a hundred
shall have ten left
to the house of Israel.”

II. The need to seek the LORD and not religion...
Amos 5:4

C. Gilgal = “Roll away reproach”  Inheritance  seek GOD, not heaven!
 OT – 12 stones as a gateway reminder (Josh. 4:19-24; 5:8-9)
 NT – Jesus said, “I am the door” (John 10:7-18)

D. Beer-sheba = “GOD with us”  Peace  seek GOD, not religion.
 OT – Jacob was at peace with GOD (Gen. 46:1-4)
 NT – Jesus came to make peace by the cross (Col. 1:15-20)

For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel:

“Seek me and live;
5
but do not seek Bethel,
and do not enter into Gilgal
or cross over to Beersheba;
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile,
and Bethel shall come to nothing.”
6
Seek the LORD and live,
 Poetry of vv. 4-5 to make a point:
A – Seek me and live...
B – Don’t seek Bethel...
C – Don’t seek Gilgal...
D – Don’t seek Beersheba...
C’ – Gilgal will be exiled...
B’ – Bethel will come to nothing...
A’ – Seek the LORD and live!
 The Point?

III. If you play with GOD, you play with fire... For it only leads to frustration.
Amos 5:6

Seek the LORD and live,
lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph,
and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel,
7
O you who turn justice to wormwood
and cast down righteousness to the earth!



Playing with GOD...playing church...playing with fire...
Leads to frustration...not operating out of His power...not
reflecting His character  justice is turned to bitterness.

“Israel was charged to create a culture of [biblical] justice for the poor and
vulnerable because it was the way the nation could reveal God’s glory and
character to the world.” – Tim Keller, Generous Justice

Next Two Weeks: what it means to do biblical justice (Amos 5:7-27).

Come join us to serve our local community
by collecting food donations for the White
Center Food Bank at neighborhood grocery
stores such as Roxbury Safeway. Stepping
out to serve our community in this way is a
tangible way to be the hands and feet of
Christ. And what a great way for families to
work along side their kids! You can also
serve the church community by doing various work projects in and around the
church building. Sign up today in the foyer!
Questions? See Pastor Mark.

LOOKING AHEAD
Oct 27 ..........................Community Day 9am-1pm at Grace Church
Oct 28 ..........................Intro to Grace/Membership Class 6pm in the foyer
Nov 4………………………..GriefShare Surviving the Holidays - Rm 123
Nov 4 ...........................Parenting Seminar 6pm - Rm 128
Nov 9-11......................Marriage Retreat @Black Diamond
Dec 1 ...........................Advent Begins
Dec 28-30 ....................Winter Youth Retreat in Portland for High School students

LOVE God & people by praying for: Vittum-Jones family (on Leona’s passing), Dennis Gredvig
(Victoria Scott’s Dad, (lung cancer)), Kevin Varney (prostate cancer), Margie Fry (coping with vision
loss), Judy Cole (chemo for CMML (leukemia)), Kim Smith (healing from seizures), safety during
Sunday activities at Grace and the ongoing health needs of Bill Hall.
Dr. Ryan Faust - Senior Pastor
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org
or his blog: prfaust.wordress.com

Dr. Mark Elefritz - Associate Pastor
marke@gracechurchseattle.org

Kathie Varney - Exec Admin
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org

Victoria Scott - Children’s Director
victorias@gracechurchseattle.org

Pastor Lucas Fennell - Youth Pastor
lucasf@gracechurchseattle.org
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CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.
If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Classes provided downstairs for nursery-3rd gr
Kids activity sheets at the Welcome Center desk.

6:00 pm Youth DNA 4th-12th Grade - various
6:00 pm Adult Class ’Biblical Justice’ - rm 129
6:00 pm Intro to Grace Church - office conf. rm

MONDAY, OCTOBER 22
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

1:00 pm Women’s Bible Reading - Faust’s
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26
Church Office closed

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27

today’s date

Church Office closed

name

9:00 am Community Day - various
10:00 am GriefShare - rm 123

I am a guest of
address

phone
phone (cell)
email

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus
 Want to know more about Grace
 Interested in joining a Home Community
 Interested in serving at Grace (if so
where?) __________________
 Address/info change
 Add me to the church email list
 Interested in baptism
 Interested in membership

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28
7:00 am
9:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Prayer in the Upper Room
Men’s Equip HC Leaders - rm 129
WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Youth DNA Halloween Party - various
Adult Class ‘Generous Justice’ - rm 129
Intro to Grace Church - office conf. rm
BUDGET THRU 10/14/18
We are -$20,945.94
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $177,620
GIVING YTD $156,674.06
We are at 88% of budget

MARRIAGE RETREAT
Escape into the wilderness for a relaxing
weekend with your spouse. Whether
you've been married one month or 50
years, this retreat is perfect for you! Take
some time to invest in each other and
your marriage, reconnecting away from
the daily grind that life brings. Join us for
a weekend full of quality time. We pray
that this experience will be a turning
point in your marriage! SIGN UP NOW for
the Marriage Retreat at Black Diamond
Camp November 9-11. $300/couple.
Registration Fee includes meals, lodging,
and all activities. Each room has a private
bath and a queen-size bed. To register,
go to blackdiamond.org/fall-spring/
programmed-retreats.php. Email Heather
heather@impulseaudiovideo.com.

PREPARING FOR ADULTHOOD
PARENTING SEMINAR
It is so important for parents to talk with
their kids about sex and relationships!
Join us on Nov. 4 from 6-8p for great
conversation about when and how to
pass along a “right-side-up” view of our
identity as it pertains to gender, sex, and
relationships.

NEXT WEEK - OCT 28
YOUTH DNA HALLOWEEN PARTY
All 4th - 12th Grade Youth, join us for
another special DNA Halloween Party! A
cardboard maze, costume party,
Halloween candy and all kinds of fun!
CHURCH FAMILY WE NEED BIG BOXES

BAPTISM & MEMBERSHIP
GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

Are you interested in baptism or
membership? Please contact Pastor Ryan
Faust at the church office (206) 937-8400.

COMMUNITY DAY OCT 27 SIGNUP
Grace Church’s next Community Day is
Saturday, October 27! Come join us to
serve our local community by collecting
food donations for the White Center
Food Bank. Stepping out to serve our
community in this way is a tangible way
to be the hands and feet of Christ. You
can also serve the church community by
doing various work projects in and
around our facility. Sign up today in the
foyer! Questions? See Pastor Mark.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Operation Christmas Child provides
children all over the world with tangible
expressions of God’s love. Your gift of
toys, school supplies, hygiene products,
etc. are often an answer to prayer. What
a joy to be part of that blessing! Your
participation in OCC also creates
opportunities for the Gospel to be shared
in areas that might not otherwise have
access to it, which in turn transforms
entire families and communities.


National Collection week is Nov 1219, return boxes Nov 11 to Grace.



The most important thing you can
put into a shoebox is your prayers!!



Connect with Angela Barton if you
have questions or would like to help.

SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING
The elders would like to hold a business
meeting TODAY following the worship
service about the potential sale of our
rental property. This is the house located
at 10427 28th Ave SW. Please speak with
Kevin Anway or Ron Sasaki if you have
any questions.

