of the Holy Spirit in Corinth

Building Christ-centered family in missional community
What is Church? Scripture teaches there are two basic
regular gatherings of the local church, in homes and as large
groups (Acts 2:42-47; 5:42; 20:20). Both meetings are
necessary for spiritual growth of the church as an everyday
community. As we devote ourselves to the four emphases
of Acts 2:42, the LORD blesses and adds to our number
those being saved (Acts 2:43-47).

Scripture Reading:
1 Corinthians 15:58

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your
labor is not in vain.

Congregational worship: Teaching and preaching is primarily conducted in
worship gatherings by leadership with a two-fold purpose: (1) Equipping—
Edification of believers to do ministry (Eph. 4:11-16); and (2) Evangelism (Acts
19:8-10). Therefore, on Sundays we gather for
preaching, teaching, evangelism from God’s
Word and to respond in worship through
singing, prayer, contemplation, communion,
and testimony of baptism.
Missional Home Communities (HCs): During
the week we meet in small groups in homes for
the purpose of mutual Edification and
Application of Scripture to be lived out as an
everyday community (Acts 2:42-47; Eph 4:1116). The group functions as a mini-church with
leaders shepherding HCs to become a family of
servant missionaries who make disciples and
multiply (Matt 18:18-20; 1 Pet 2:9).
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries: On
Sunday’s we have a children’s ministry during
worship service and an evening children / youth-DNA small group ministry.
th
We also have supplemental classes for adults during this time. On May 6 we
will have “First Steps” a parenting class for young parents and even soon-to-be
parents (see bulletin for details).
Questions:
 Read Matthew 25:31-46 – what is your initial response to this passage?


Name some of the affections of your heart that hinder your ability to
engage in the work of the Lord.



Name some ways you and your family could cut back on spending to be
more charitable? What would you do with that money (and or time)?

16:1

Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the
churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 2 On the first day of every
week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may
prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. 3 And when I
arrive, I will send those whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to
Jerusalem. 4 If it seems advisable that I should go also, they will
accompany me.

BI: There is one place the new life and God’s agenda should be seen on earth:
in the behavior of Christians, in particular in Christian community.

I.

The New Life (1 Cor. 15:1-2, 58)


“Bookends” (vv. 1-2, 58) “inclusio” = main point



The idea is because of the strong evidence of vv. 3-57, therefore...



Therefore, we are urged by Paul (v. 58)...

II. God’s agenda should be seen on earth (1 Cor. 16:1-4): in the Church


This is a new topic about which the Corinthians had questions:



The circumstances of the collection:
1. To support the Jerusalem Church.
2. To show unity along racial lines.
3. To help the poor in Jerusalem.



Basic instructions: this was a special offering:

III. How this relates to us:

“It is seldom that any of our bad habits or flaws disappear by a mere
process of natural extinction; at least it is very seldom that this is done
through the instrumentality of reasoning, or by the force of mental
determination. But what cannot be destroyed may be dispossessed. And
one taste may be made to give way to another. And to lose its power
entirely as the reigning affection of the mind. The boy who ceases at
length to be the slave of his appetite, does so because a more mature taste
has brought it into subordination. So for example the young man may
cease to idolize sensual pleasure, but it is because the idol of wealth has
gotten the ascendancy. So the love of money can cast out the love of
sloth. However even the love of money can cease to have mastery over
the heart, if it is drawn into the world of ideology and politics and he is
now lorded over by the love of power and moral superiority. But there is
not one of these transformations in which the heart is left without an
object...” – Thomas Chalmers



1. On first day of the week  Sundays, weekly spiritual discipline
2. For each Christian to participate  unity by sharing the load

Until Jesus is the supreme affection of your heart, you will always
struggle with a lesser idol, which will control you:

Greed vs. Fear

3. Put something aside  between you and the Lord
4. As he may prosper  what you can afford

“You will never be free from the love of money, unless you are astounded
by the wealth you’ve got in Jesus.” – Timothy Keller



Released from greed and fear to be generous (Matt. 25:31-46).

TONIGHT!
May 6, 2018

Feeling stoked about being a new parent?
A bit overwhelmed? Feeling the need for
some practical advice? “FIRST STEPS” will
be an informal evening gathering for the
parents of newborns and toddlers - with a
few seasoned parents who want to share
an encouraging word. This event is first in
the series for parents and those who want
to partner with them to raise kids who

know God; offering a venue for new
parents to hear from and connect with
experienced parents. This one night class
is scheduled for May 6th from 5:30-7pm
during DNA, so meaningful activity for
your children (pre-k to 5th grade) is
available. Connect with Pastor Mark with
any questions at (541) 404-3457 or the
church office, M-Th (206) 937-8400.

LOOKING AHEAD
May 6 .......................... First Steps - Parenting class for those with young children - Fennell’s
May 12 ........................ Children’s Ministry Volunteer Brunch
May 13 ........................ Mother’s Day
May 18-20 ................... Women’s Retreat
May 20 ........................ How to Study Your Bible - 5:30pm in the church foyer
June 2 & 30 ................. Estate Planning workshop
June 10 ........................ Promotion Sunday - Awana Youth DNA closing celebration
June 17 ........................ Father’s Day
June 16 ........................ Co-ed Fathers Day Golf Tournament

LOVE God & people by praying for: Kimmel Family (passing of Esther Sharratt’s son-in-law,
Scott), Alma Santana (abdominal surgery recovery), Margie Fry (coping with vision loss), Judy Cole
(chemo for CMML (leukemia)), Ken Stalling (stroke recovery), Kim Smith (healing from seizures),
safety during Sunday activities at Grace and the ongoing health needs of Bill Hall.
Dr. Ryan Faust - Senior Pastor
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org
or his blog: prfaust.wordress.com

Dr. Mark Elefritz - Associate Pastor
marke@gracechurchseattle.org

Kathie Varney - Exec Admin
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org

Victoria Scott - Children’s Director
victorias@gracechurchseattle.org

Pastor Lucas Fennell - Youth Pastor
lucasf@gracechurchseattle.org

GRACE CHURCH 10323 28TH AVE SW SEATTLE, WA 98146 (206) 937 -8400

GRACECHURCHSEATTLE.ORG

CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.
If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.
today’s date

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, MAY 6
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Classes provided downstairs for nursery-3rd gr.
Kids activity sheets at the Welcome Center desk.

5:30 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Class
First Step - Parenting Seminar - Fennell’s
Youth Mission Trip Mtg - Crowded House
High School Canavox - various

MONDAY, MAY 7
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

TUESDAY, MAY 8
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

8:30 am Hands on Ministry

THURSDAY, MAY 10
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Reading- Faust House

FRIDAY, MAY 11

name

Church Office closed

I am a guest of

Church Office closed

address

SATURDAY, MAY 12
10:00 am GriefShare - rm 123
10:00 am Kid's & Youth Min Apprec. Brunch

SUNDAY, MAY 13 - MOTHERS DAY
phone
phone (cell)

7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION
NO EVENING ACTIVITIES - BLESS YOUR MOM!

email

BUDGET THRU 4/29/18

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus
 Want to know more about Grace
 Interested in joining a Home Community
 Interested in serving at Grace (if so

We are -$ 21,058.91
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $ 473,811.36
GIVING YTD $ 452,752.30
We are at 96% of budget

where?) __________________

 Address/info change
 Add me to the church email list
 Interested in baptism
 Interested in membership

GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

WOMEN’S RETREAT MAY 18-20
It’s not to late to sign up, but the
DEADLINE IS MAY 10 TO JOIN AND PAY!
Even for those of you joining for just
one day. Call Kathie at the church office
or see Lisa Steward for details. For just
Saturday its $40 or $195 pp for a two
person room for 2 nights with breakfasts
and dinners. More details and a link to
make payments on the church website.
Need to know what your balance is? Call
the church office.

ESTATE PLANNING WORKSHOPS
SATURDAYS JUNE 2ND & 30TH
Estate Planning workshops will be
offered by our own Laurel Brown, who is
a generalist attorney with unique
expertise in Estate Planning and Elder
Law matters. Morning sessions from 1011:30am will be general information and
are a repeat, so you only need to attend
one. Afternoon sessions are from 12:30pm: June 2nd - focus is on families
with children, June 30th - focus is on
more advanced planning. If you want
more information, contact Laurie at
laurel.brown8385@gmail.com. Be sure
to get this on your calendar!

BAPTISM
Thinking about baptism? Please contact
Pastor Ryan Faust at the church office
(206)937-8400 or see him after service.

DO WE HAVE YOUR EMAIL?
If you would like to be added to our allchurch email list and/or the prayer chain
list, please fill out the form on the left
side and place it in the offering plate or
turn in at the Welcome Center. THANKS!

CHILDRENS & YOUTH MINISTRY
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION
BRUNCH - MAY 12TH
Our ministry could not happen without
you. And we want to thank you for doing
your part to 'till the soil' so that God's
growth can yield abundantly. We want to
show our appreciation for your service in
children's and youth ministry by hosting
a brunch in your honor on May 12th. The
festivities will begin at 10am (childcare
available 9:45am). We are delighted to
invite and honor your spouse as well,
because we understand the sacrifices
they make for you to be able to serve the
LORD in making disciples. Please RSVP
BY MAY 5TH so we can tailor this
celebration especially for YOU! RSVP to
Jill Elefritz - jillianjoy@earthlink.net or
Angela Barton - chrangwa@hotmail.com

OFFICE VOLUTEERS NEEDED
The church office is in need of some
help, especially on Thursdays to stuff
bulletins and welcome guests. Email
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org or call
the office (206) 937-8400.

HOW TO STUDY YOUR BIBLE
SEMINAR SUNDAY MAY 20
Often people read the Bible but don’t
know how to interpret the Bible or apply
what they are reading. This one evening
seminar with Pastor Ryan has the
purpose to teach you the basics of how
to confidently and accurately read the
Bible on your own. We will meet in the
foyer from 5:30-7pm while the kids are
in Awana Youth DNA downstairs. Bring
your Bible and a notebook!

