
 
What is a Home Community (HC)? 
  

The focus of HCs is to develop families of 
servant missionaries that multiply. But how 
can we do this like the early Christians in the 
21st century Seattle area? 

 
Acts of the Holy Spirit: 
 

Often Acts is called “Acts of the Apostles” 
because it describes what they did in the 
early Church to spread the Gospel and make 
disciples. But theologians point out it was 
not the actions of the Apostles that was so 
great, rather it was the work of the Spirit 
through the Apostles and the Church that 
caused the Gospel to spread from Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.  So we have titled this series: “Acts of the Holy Spirit through the 
Church” so that you can be inspired by the stories of Acts to be Holy Spirit led as 
you bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ into all your spheres of influence in the 21st 
century. 

 
 

Acts 15:30-16:5 – as you walk through these questions you can shepherd 
each other about your answers: 
 

1. Have you ever known someone who is a regular encourager? Who was it 
and how did he / she encourage you? 
 

2. Read the passage (in particular Acts 15:30-35); are you in need of: 
o Preaching to understand the Gospel? 
o Teaching to understand what Christians believe? 
o Encouragement to become motivated to action? 
o Strengthening to become more firm in faith? 

 

 
Children’s Church application questions: 2 Kings 4:1-7 
 

1. Read James 1:27.  How does James define “religion”? 
 

2. Sometimes God provides for our needs in creative ways.  Can you think 
of a time you or your family needed something and God provided? 
 

3. Deut. 10:18 says God “…defends the cause of the fatherless and the 
widow.”  How does He defend and provide for orphans and widows? 

                
                                                – Ch. 15-16

 
Last Week: Acts 15:1-29 
 

1) Jerusalem Council, 49 AD – 1st major debate: is salvation by Law or 
Faith in Jesus? 

2) Conclusion of the council (see Acts 15:23-29) – basic application: 

a. Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone. 

b. Abstain from Idolatry & Immorality. 

c. Conscientious of what divides fellowship... 

 

How would the 1st century Church respond? 
 

 
Read Acts 15:30-35 – Bringing good news 
 
Acts 15:30 So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and having 

gathered the congregation together, they delivered the letter. 31 And when 
they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement.  32 And Judas 
and Silas, who were themselves prophets, encouraged and strengthened the 
brothers with many words. 33 And after they had spent some time, they 
were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them. 35 But 
Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word 
of the Lord, with many others also. 

 

 Letter evoked rejoicing and encouragement. 
 

 Sermons: 
 

― Preaching – to proclaim the gospel 
 

― Teaching – imparting knowledge, your formative base of belief 
 

― Encourage – to remind you of the teaching [the formative base of 
belief], and implore you to carry it out.   
 

― Strengthened – (epi-) sterizo = to cause someone to become more 
firm and unchanging in their attitude and belief. 



Read Acts 15:36-41 – Partnerships in ministry  
 
Acts 15:36 And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the 

brothers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see 
how they are.”  37 Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called 
Mark.  38 But Paul thought best not to take with them one who had 
withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the 
work.   

 

 Team Barnabas & Paul (see Acts 11:25-15:39). 
 
― Barnabas = “Son of Encouragement” (Acts 4:36) 

 
― Barnabas saw potential in Paul (Acts 9:27) 

 

― Barnabas wanted to bring John Mark (15:37; see 12:25, 13:5, 13) – 
“assistant” = keeper of the scrolls 

― Paul saw Mark as unreliable (Acts 15:38; see 13:13) 
 

 
Acts 15:39 And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each 

other.  Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, 40 but Paul 
chose Silas and departed, having been commended by the brothers to the 
grace of the Lord.  41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening 
the churches. 

 

 The divide ultimately brought about God’s best (15:39a) 

 Team Barnabas & Mark (15:39b) – revisited Cyprus. where they were 
from  I imagine this was a time of encouragement?  

 
― Eventually John Mark wrote the Gospel of Mark. 

 
― Eventually Paul affirmed Mark (2 Tim. 4:11; Col. 4:10; Phil 24) 

 
 

 Team Paul & Silas (15:40ff) – revisited Galatia. 
 

― Strengthening the churches. 
 
 
 
 

Read Acts 16:1-5 – Paul took on a new apprentice 
 
Acts 16:1 Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named 

Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was 
a Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra and Iconium. 
3 Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised 
him because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his 
father was a Greek. 4 As they went on their way through the cities, they 
delivered to them for observance the decisions that had been reached by 
the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. 5 So the churches were 
strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily. 
 

 Question of why Timothy was circumcised  next week 
 

 The Paul-Barnabas-Timothy Principle – disciple-making 
 

Barnabas 

 
Paul – Barnabas  

 
Timothy 

 
― Be a Barnabas (encourager)  

― Pursue a Paul (disciple-maker) 

― Train a Timothy (make a disciple) 

 

 

 Churches were strengthened.  Increased in numbers, daily. 
 

 
 

BI: You should purpose to become an encourager to strengthen 
the church. 

 
 
 
Encouragement involves – “…accepting new people and pushing them 
forward.  This is Christian risk-taking.  Because Christianity is a religion of 
love, some of our greatest exploits are ventures of love.  Taking the risk of 
believing in people is one such venture.” – Ajith Fernando 
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LOVE God & people by praying for: Emma Yeager (praise for healing), Caroline Thompson (fractured rib), 
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(leukemia), Debbie Fry (surgery recovery & ongoing appendiceal cancer treatment), staff & elders of Grace 

Church and the ongoing health needs of: Bill Hall. 

&  l i v e  a  n e w  l i f e  

M a y  2 8 ,  2 0 1 7  

      TACO 

LOOKING AHEAD 
June 2 ..................... Young Life Dessert Auction 6:30pm 

June 4 ..................... Taco Sunday lunch Mission Trip fundraiser - after the service 

June 11 ................... Breakfast Potluck and Annual Meeting 8:30am 

June 11 ................... Lemert Send off Blessing and Reception after worship 

June 18 ................... Father’s Day 

June 25 ................... Ministry Fair 

June 25 ................... Youth Car Wash 2pm 

July 6-11.................. Jr & Sr High Summer Camp at Black Diamond 

July 30-Aug 5 .......... Grace Summer Camp - 4th through 6th Grade 

Aug 2-10 ................. Nicaragua Mission Trip 

Aug 19 ..................... CityServe 

SUNDAY 
JUNE 4 AFTER WORSHIP 

NICARAGUAN MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER 



TACO SUNDAY, JUNE 4 

Mark your calendars now...Immediately 

after the service, Sunday June 4, the 

Nicaragua missions team will hold a taco 

lunch fundraiser for the upcoming trip in 

August. For a suggested donation of $5, 

you get 2 amazing street tacos (pork or 

brisket), chips and salsa. Enjoy some good 

food & help support our awesome team!  

 

BIBLES, KIDS BULLETINS & MORE! 
In the foyer you are welcome to take a 

free white paperback Bible, grab a bulletin 

for kids that want to stay in the service, or 

a pencil or pen if you need one.  You’ll find 

the table next to the Welcome Center. 

 

KID BULLETINS & CANDY 

We encourage children to work on filling 

out our kids bulletin (made to coincide 

with the sermon as much as it can) if they 

are staying in the worship service.  Should 

they work on it to the best of their ability, 

they are welcome to stop by the Welcome 

Center after the service to choose a piece 

of candy. Thank you for helping us 

encourage kids to in this way. 

 

PAINTING PROJECTS  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

Both inside & outside painting projects. 

Inside projects include both the main 

building rooms and parsonage.  A lead 

person is onboard for our outside projects, 

but they need people to help with preps 

(pressure washing, taping, minimal 

scraping, etc., plus some cutting in or 

trim.) Please let Pastor Jerry or Ron 

Bowman know if you can be of assistance.   

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 

SUNDAY, MAY 28 

  7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room 

10:00 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION - sanctuary  

    1st-5th dismissed to Kid’s Church downstairs 

    Kid’s bulletins available in the foyer  

  6:30 pm High School HC - rm 127 

 MONDAY, MAY 29 - MEMORIAL DAY 

Church Office closed   

 TUESDAY, MAY 30 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm     

 WEDNESDAY, MAY 31 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm     

  6:30 pm Youth Group - the Crowded House 

 THURSDAY, JUNE 1 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm     

 FRIDAY, JUNE 2 

Church Office closed     

 SATURDAY, JUNE 3 

 Church Office closed    . 

 SUNDAY, JUNE 4 

  7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room 

  8:30 am Women’s Discipleship Group - rm 123 

10:00 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION - sanctuary 

12:00 pm Taco Lunch Mission fundraiser- foyer 

  6:30 pm   High School HC - room 127 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,  

PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,  
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,  

and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to  
be the Church wherever we are.  

CONNECT 
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining  

us today. Feel free to bring your coffee 

into worship and make yourself 

comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear 

your head, and prepare your heart  

and mind to worship our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

Grace Church is committed to living 

authentically in relationship with God  

and others. Together we strive to meet 

the needs here and around the world.  

To learn more, grab a booklet from the 

desk in the foyer.  

 

If you would like us to follow up with  

you, feel free to fill out this form, tear  

it out and drop it at the Welcome 

Center or in the offering plate.  

 

today’s date   

 

name 

 

I am a guest of 

 

address 

 

 

 

phone 

 

phone (cell) 

 

email 
 

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus 
 Want to know more about Grace  

 Interested in joining a Home Community 

 Interested in serving at Grace (if so 
where?) __________________ 

 Address/info change 
 Add me to the church email list 

 Interested in baptism 

 Interested in membership 

ANNUAL MEETING  
POTLUCK BREAKFAST  

SUNDAY, JUNE 11 8:30 AM 
Besides the affirmation of the church 

leadership and the budget the following 

is being proposed: On May 7, 2017 the 

Elders of Grace Church voted to propose 

to the congregation the sale of the 

property to the north of Grace Field.   

Currently the church is not using this 

property and does not have plans for its 

use at this time.  We continue to pay 

property tax and insurance expenses on 

this property. As per the Bylaws of Grace 

Church, Article 1, Section 1, subsection b, 

4: A vote of the congregation is required 

for “approval of purchase, sale, 

assignment, or lease of real property. 

Voting is the specific privilege of active 

members at least 18 years of age.” 

Being included in the vote will be the 

authorization for the officers of Grace 

Church to sign documents leading to and 

finalizing the sale of the property. 

Proceeds from the sale will be held in a 

designated account.  

Mark you calendar!  
Please plan on bringing a 
breakfast dish to share.  

(think a dish to serve 12-24)  
WE NEED YOU THERE! 

 

LEMERT SEND OFF BLESSING 
Everyone please plan on staying a short 

time after worship on June 11 as we 

celebrate, thank and bless Drayton and 

Janis Lemert for their many years of 

faithful service at Grace Church. Light 

lunch and snacks will be available in the 

foyer in honor of this dear family. 

BUDGET THRU 05/21/2017 
We are -$ 83,776.62 BELOW 
our anticipated YTD giving. 
BUDGET YTD    $541,453.63 
 GIVING YTD     $457,676.94 

We are at 85% of budget 
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