Building Christ-centered family in missional community

Farewell Message – Pastor Jerry
Three Bible characters & the results of their lives.
First, A young person - Young King Josiah

A balanced “two-winged” or “cell” church

2 Chronicles 34:1-28

Scripture teaches there are two basic regular
gatherings of the local church, in homes and as large
groups (Acts 2:42-47; 5:42; 20:20). Both meetings are
necessary for spiritual growth of the church as an
everyday community. As we devote ourselves to the
four emphases of Acts 2:42, the LORD blesses and
adds to our number those being saved (Acts 2:43-47).

Congregational worship
Teaching and preaching is primarily conducted in worship gatherings by leadership with a two-fold
purpose: (1) Equipping—Edification of believers to do ministry (Eph. 4:11-16); and (2) Evangelism (Acts
19:8-10). Therefore, on Sundays we gather for preaching, teaching, evangelism from God’s Word and
to respond in worship through singing, prayer, contemplation, communion, and testimony of baptism.

Missional Home Communities (HCs)
During the week we meet in small groups in homes for the
purpose of mutual Edification and Application of Scripture
to be lived out as an everyday community (Acts 2:42-47;
Eph 4:11-16). The group functions as a mini-church with
leaders shepherding HCs to become a family of servant
missionaries who make disciples and multiply (Matt 18:1820; 1 Pet 2:9).
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
On Sunday’s we have a children’s ministry during worship
service and an evening children / youth-DNA small group
ministry. We also have supplemental classes for adults
during this time. In April we will have an intro to Grace /
member-info class and parenting seminars in May.

HC Questions this week:






At what age did your heart become sensitive to the things of the Lord?
What was a belief you had about God that has changed since learning
about the Lord?
What obstacles in your life have you overcome because of your belief in
God and his Word?
How have you seen the community of Grace Church help support you in
your walk in Christ?

1

Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one
2
years in Jerusalem. And he did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, and
walked in the ways of David his father; and he did not turn aside to the right
3
hand or to the left. For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet a boy,
he began to seek the God of David his father, and in the twelfth year he began
to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the Asherim, and the carved
and the metal images…
8
Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had cleansed the land and
the house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor of
the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the house of
9
the LORD his God. They came to Hilkiah the high priest and gave him the
money that had been brought into the house of God, which the Levites, the
keepers of the threshold, had collected from (the tribes of) Manasseh and
Ephraim and from all the remnant of Israel and from all Judah and Benjamin
14
and from the inhabitants of Jerusalem… While they were bringing out the
money that had been brought into the house of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest
15
found the Book of the Law of the LORD given through Moses. Then Hilkiah
answered and said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law
18
in the house of the LORD.” And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan… Then
Shaphan the secretary told the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.”
And Shaphan read from it before the king.
19
20
And when the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his clothes. And the
king commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Abdon the son of Micah,
21
Shaphan the secretary, and Asaiah the king's servant, saying, “Go, inquire of
the LORD for me and for those who are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning
the words of the book that has been found. For great is the wrath of
the LORD that is poured out on us, because our fathers have not kept the word
of the LORD, to do according to all that is written in this book.”
22
So Hilkiah and those whom the king had sent went to Huldah the
23
prophetess,… And she said to them, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel:
24
‘Tell the man who sent you to me, Thus says the LORD, Behold, I will bring
disaster upon this place and upon its inhabitants, all the curses that are written
25
in the book that was read before the king of Judah. Because they have
forsaken me and have made offerings to other gods, that they might provoke
me to anger with all the works of their hands, therefore my wrath will be
26
poured out on this place and will not be quenched. But to the king of Judah,
who sent you to inquire of the LORD, thus shall you say to him, Thus says
the LORD, the God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have heard,

27

because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before God when
you heard his words against this place and its inhabitants, and you have
humbled yourself before me and have torn your clothes and wept before me, I
28
also have heard you, declares the LORD. Behold, I will gather you to your
fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace, and your eyes shall
not see all the disaster that I will bring upon this place and its inhabitants.’”
And they brought back word to the king.

Principles & Truths Learned from King Josiah...
1. His heart became sensitive to the things of the Lord at an early age
2. Your heritage does not have to determine the direction of your life
Second, a middle-aged person: Paul the apostle
Acts 8:1-3
1

And Saul approved of his execution (of Stephen).
And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and
2
Samaria, except the apostles. Devout men buried Stephen and made great
3
lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house
after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison...
Acts 9:1-9
9

But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,
2
went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he
3
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he went on his way, he
approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around
4
him. And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul,
5
why are you persecuting me?” And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he
6
said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But rise and enter the city, and
7
you will be told what you are to do.” The men who were traveling with him
8
stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. Saul rose from the
ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by
9
the hand and brought him into Damascus. And for three days he was without
sight, and neither ate nor drank.

Principles & Truths Learned from Paul the Apostle...
1. Although we may think our beliefs are correct, we may simply be
completely wrong.
2. An illustration of a life going in one direction and being turned
around to go in an entirely different direction.

3. After becoming Christians God will often use our personality traits,
our abilities, our passions or experiences we had prior to
becoming a Christian.
4. It takes a community of believers to help support us in our walk
with Christ
Lastly we will look at an older adult - Caleb:
Joshua 14:6-14
6

Then the people of Judah came to Joshua at Gilgal. And Caleb the son of
Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know what the LORD said to
Moses the man of God in Kadesh-barnea concerning you and me. 7 I was
forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadeshbarnea to spy out the land, and I brought him word again as it was in my
heart. 8 But my brothers who went up with me made the heart of the
people melt; yet I wholly followed the LORD my God. 9 And Moses swore on
that day, saying, ‘Surely the land on which your foot has trodden shall be
an inheritance for you and your children forever, because you have wholly
followed the LORD my God.’ 10 And now, behold, the LORD has kept me
alive, just as he said, these forty-five years since the time that
the LORD spoke this word to Moses, while Israel walked in the wilderness.
And now, behold, I am this day eighty-five years old. 11 I am still as strong
today as I was in the day that Moses sent me; my strength now is as my
strength was then, for war and for going and coming. 12 So now give me
this hill country of which the LORD spoke on that day, for you heard on that
day how the Anakim were there, with great fortified cities. It may be that
the LORD will be with me, and I shall drive them out just as the LORD said.”
13
Then Joshua blessed him, and he gave Hebron to Caleb the son of
Jephunneh for an inheritance. 14 Therefore Hebron became the inheritance
of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly
followed the LORD, the God of Israel.
Principles & Truths Learned from Caleb...
1. He was not afraid to stand out from the crowd
2. He still believed the Lord would be with him. What a man of faith!
3. Caleb saw past the obstacles and instead believed God at His
word.
“Obtaining the mountain God has for us will involve waiting on God,
wading through problems, and wanting it more than anything else.” – Tim Cruze

BI: Regardless of your age or maturity in Christ, He will bless your life as you
surrender to His will.

March 25, 2018

HE IS RISEN
EASTER SUNDAY MORNING
9:00AM
10:30AM

A TIME OF PRAYER IN THE UPPER ROOM
WORSHIP CELEBRATION

LOVE God & people by praying for: Jan Peterson (knee replacement surgery recovery), Alma
Santana (abdominal surgery recovery), Margie Fry (coping with vision loss), Judy Cole (chemo for
CMML (leukemia)), Ken Stalling (stroke recovery), Kim Smith (healing from seizures), staff & elders
of Grace Church, safety during Sunday activities at Grace and the ongoing health needs of Bill Hall.

LOOKING AHEAD
March 30 ..................... Good Friday Service - 6:30pm
April 1 .......................... Easter Morning Prayer Time - 9am
April 1 .......................... Easter Worship Celebration - 10:30am
April 15 ........................ Leadership meeting regarding security - 9am
May 6 .......................... Student/Parent Mission Trip meeting
May 12 ........................ Children’s Ministry Volunteer Brunch
May 18-20 ................... Women’s Retreat
June 10 ........................ Promotion Sunday - Awana Youth DNA closing celebration
June 16 ........................ Co-ed Fathers Day Golf Tournament
Dr. Ryan Faust - Senior Pastor
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org
or his blog: prfaust.wordress.com

Dr. Mark Elefritz - Associate Pastor
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Victoria Scott - Children’s Director
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Pastor Jerry Buell - Admin Pastor
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Pastor Lucas Fennell - Youth Pastor
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Kathie Varney - Exec Admin
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CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.
If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, MARCH 25
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
9:00 am SPRING KICKOFF POTLUCK BREAKFAST
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Classes provided downstairs for nursery-3rd gr.
Kids activity sheets at the Welcome Center desk.

5:30 pm Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Classes
7:00 pm HS Youth Group - Crowded House

name
I am a guest of

HE IS RISEN
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 1

Join us and invite a friend to hear the
sad, yet good news of Jesus arrest, trial,
crucifixion, and burial on our behalf for
the forgiveness of sins. Five churches in
the West Seattle/Burien area will join in
worship together at Grace Church,
6:30pm on Friday evening. Nursery thru
pre-K childcare will be provided.

This is the greatest news anyone could
ever hear, that Jesus was raised from
the dead, meaning His substitutionary
death on our behalf legitimately forgives
us of our sins. This will be a seeker
sensitive message with substance for
the believer as well; this is a great
opportunity to invite someone new.

PRAYER TIME EASTER MORNING

SMALL SACRIFICE - BIG GAIN YOUTH MISSION TRIP 2018

MONDAY, MARCH 26
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

9:30 am Lil’ Bug Studio - Burien 10007 13th Ave SW

TUESDAY, MARCH 27
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

THURSDAY, MARCH 29
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Reading- Faust House
today’s date

“GOOD” FRIDAY
MARCH 30, 6:30PM

FRIDAY, MARCH 30
Church Office closed

6:30 pm Good Friday Service - Grace Church

SATURDAY, MARCH 31

Prayer time on Easter morning will be at
9am. Please join us in prayer as we
celebrate the work accomplished by our
Lord Jesus Christ on the cross and
through his resurrection on our behalf.

SPRING BOOKLETS AVAILABLE
The Spring Kick-off BREAKFAST was this
morning. Did you miss it? We missed
YOU! Please pick up a Spring Booklet
with the Spring calendar inside at the
Welcome Center desk in the foyer after
service for new class information.

Church Office closed
address

10:00 am GriefShare - rm 123

SUNDAY, APRIL 1 - EASTER SUNDAY
9:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
phone

10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION

phone (cell)
email

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus
 Want to know more about Grace
 Interested in joining a Home Community
 Interested in serving at Grace (if so
where?) __________________

 Address/info change
 Add me to the church email list
 Interested in baptism
 Interested in membership

BUDGET THRU 3/18/2018
We are -$ 13,717.73
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $ 409,200.72
GIVING YTD $ 395,482.86
We are at 97% of budget
GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

WOMEN’S RETREAT
Ladies, mark your calendars for May 1820 for our annual women’s retreat. This
year’s retreat discussion will be on
‘Hearing God’s Voice’. We have worked
to get the cost down so more people can
go. With up to 4 people in a room, the
total weekend cost for food and lodging
is from $120 per person (with 4 in a
room) to $340 per person (private room)
per room. See the posters in the ladies
room for details. Please register ASAP in
the foyer or through the office so we
can secure these great rates. Deposits
will be due early to mid April.

We had a great weekend for the
Kingdom! Thank you Church!! The lunch
auction raised $1,826 for the team
members and we are now at $3,855.51
for the House construction fund. Thank
you for supporting missions and our
next generation of world changers! This
is the last Sunday of Lent and the last
Sunday available for the fundraising of
the building. We are so close to the $5K
needed. If all adults placed the
equivalent value of a cup of Starbucks
coffee in the Youth Mission box, we
could easily meet our house
construction goal.

FACILITY MANAGER POSITION
If you know of someone who might be
interested in this part-time 16 hours per
week position that is administrative in
nature concerning the recruitment and
management of volunteers to take care
of our facility, please stop by the
Welcome Center desk or the church
office for a copy of the job description.
Pastor Jerry will be filling this part-time
position in the short-term until a
replacement is found.

