
Building Christ-centered family in missional community 

 
 

 

A balanced “two-winged” or “cell” church 

Scripture teaches there are two basic regular 
gatherings of the local church, in homes and as large 
groups (Acts 2:42-47; 5:42; 20:20). Both meetings are 
necessary for spiritual growth of the church as an 
everyday community.  As we devote ourselves to the 
four emphases of Acts 2:42, the LORD blesses and 
adds to our number those being saved (Acts 2:43-47). 

 
Congregational worship 

Teaching and preaching is primarily conducted in worship gatherings by leadership with a two-fold 
purpose: (1) Equipping—Edification of believers to do ministry (Eph. 4:11-16); and (2) Evangelism (Acts 
19:8-10).   Therefore, on Sundays we gather for preaching, teaching, evangelism from God’s Word and 
to respond in worship through singing, prayer, contemplation, communion, and testimony of baptism. 

 

Missional Home Communities (HCs) 

During the week we meet in  small groups in homes for the 
purpose of mutual Edification and Application of Scripture 
to be lived out as an everyday community (Acts 2:42-47; 
Eph 4:11-16).  The group functions as a mini-church with 
leaders shepherding HCs to become a family of servant 
missionaries who make disciples and multiply (Matt 18:18-
20; 1 Pet 2:9). 

Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 

On Sunday’s we have a children’s ministry during worship 
service and an evening children / youth-DNA small group 
ministry.  We also have supplemental classes for adults 
during this time.  In April we will have an intro to Grace / 
member-info class and parenting seminars in May. 

 

 

HC Question this week: We have been talking about being “born of the Spirit,” “filled 
with the Spirit,” the “fruits of the Spirit,” and spiritual gifts to enable us to do ministry 
 Now we will transition to the Resurrection starting this Sunday and for the month of 
April. This was prophesied in Ezekiel 37, but preceding this was the need for the work of 
the Holy Spirit (read Ezekiel 36:22-32).  Question: According to Ez. 36, what was the 
LORD’s motivation to: give the Holy Spirit and restore His people? How does this apply 
to us and our motivation to evangelize (invite people to church) at Easter? What work 
might the Lord need to do in us in preparation for Easter season? 

 

of the Holy Spirit in Corinth 
                                                             

 

 

Scripture Reading: 

Ezekiel 37:1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit 
of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of 
bones. 2 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very 
many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he 
said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord 
GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say 
to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.5 Thus says the Lord GOD to 
these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 
6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, 
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you 
shall know that I am the LORD.” 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a 
sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in 
them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, 
and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as 
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and 
stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 
are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O 
my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel.13 And you shall know 
that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 
graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall 
live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am 
the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

 

BI: The LORD God’s promise to restore His people is not for our sake, as if we 
deserve it, but for His glory (this includes the reason you receive the Spirit). 

 
 
To understand, turn to Ezekiel 36:16ff... 



I. The need for the resurrection of “dry bones” (see Ezekiel 36) 

A. Ezekiel was written 593-571 BC, while Israel was in Exile.   

B. In the Ancient Near East, to be expelled from your land...  

C. But the LORD God had given Israel the Promised Land...  

Why did He disperse Israel? 

Read Ezekiel 36:16-21  Israel’s Sin 

D. The two major categories of Israel’s sin (v. 18): 

1. Bloodshed = infanticide, intrigue, violence, and selfishness. 

2. Idolatry = that which continually drew them away from the Lord. 
 

“God had set forth in Israel’s constitution, the Mosaic covenant, that if 
she persisted in disobeying the lifestyle given to her in that covenant, he 
would scatter her people among the nations in discipline (cf. Deut 28:1-
30:10).  The Lord had been faithful to his word and had sown Israel like 
seed throughout the countries of that day (v. 19).” – Dr. Ralph H. Alexander 

 

E. In scattering Israel, they profaned the LORD’s name (vv. 20)  
 

“Sin never deserves mercy; yet the Lord always deals graciously and 
mercifully as well as justly.” – Dr. Ralph H. Alexander 

 
 
F. And so despite their sin, He would act (v. 21).   

 

Summary of Ezekiel 36:22-38  the need for the Spirit 

G. Reason the LORD God would act? For His reputation (vv. 22 & 32) 

H. The future spiritual restoration of Israel: 

1. Ingathering (vv. 24 & 28) – call of physical return 

2. Cleansing (vv. 25 & 29) – for forgiveness, more than a ritual  

3. Holy Spirit Enablement (vv. 26-27) – spiritual baptism 

4. Kingdom Prosperity (vv. 30, 33-38) – Israel restored 

II. Valley of Dry Bones vision explained (see Ezekiel 37) 

A. The vision (37:1-6): 

Ezekiel 37:1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit 
of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of 
bones. 2 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very 
many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he 
said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O 
Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, 
and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.5 Thus says the 
Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon 
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and 
you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 

B. Ezekiel obeyed (37:7-10): 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a 
sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in 
them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, 
and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

 

C. The LORD interprets the meaning (37:11-14): 

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 
are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O 
my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel.13 And you shall know 
that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 
graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall 
live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am 
the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

 

BI: The LORD God’s promise to restore His people is not for our sake, as if we 
deserve it, but for His glory (this includes the reason you receive the Spirit). 
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LOVE God & people by praying for: Alma Santana (abdominal surgery recovery), Margie Fry 

(coping with vision loss), Judy Cole (chemo for CMML (leukemia)), Ken Stalling (stroke recovery), 

Kim Smith (healing from seizures), staff & elders of Grace Church, safety during Sunday activities 

at Grace and the ongoing health needs of Bill Hall.  

M a r c h  1 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
March 25 .................... Spring Kick-off Potluck Breakfast 

March 30 .................... Good Friday Service 6:30pm   

April 1.......................... Easter 

May 12 ........................ Children’s Ministry Volunteer Brunch 

May 18-20................... Women’s Retreat 

June 16 ........................ Co-ed Fathers Day Golf Tournament 

 

Next week is the spring Kick-Off Breakfast and a chance to HONOR Pastor Jerry & Debbie 

for their service to our community. Please bring a dish to share for the breakfast along  

with your favorite memories of their ministry. DON’T Miss it!!  

9AM IN THE FOYER 



SMALL SACRIFICE - BIG GAIN - 
YOUTH MISSION TRIP 2018 

Out of $5,000 to build the house, we 

have raised $3,215.51. The last two 

opportunities to give during Lent are this 

week and next. What about if we made 

a pot of coffee instead of buying a cup at 

our favorite coffee shop? If all the adults 

donated $10, we could meet our goal.   
 

HIGH SCHOOL MISSIONS 
FUNDRAISER TODAY 

We will host a brief auction immediately 

following the AM service TODAY. Up for 

auction will be the chance to enjoy a 

home-made lunch with a member of the 

Grace Youth Missions Team. Proceeds 

go toward materials to build a house for 

a family in Mexico this August. 

 

MARRIAGE RETREAT  

SAVE THE DATE Nov 9-11 marriage 

retreat at Black Diamond Camp. $300/

couple. For info or to register go to 

blackdiamond.org/fall-spring/

programmed-retreats.php. See  

Heather May for info or email her at  

heather@impulseaudiovideo.com. 

 

THANK YOU – COMMUNITY DAY 
The resource advisory team wishes to 

thank all those who volunteered 

yesterday at Community Day.  Your 

involvement is much appreciated!   

 

BAPTISM & MEMBERSHIP  

For anyone who would like to become a 

member of Grace Church or be baptized, 

please contact Pastor Ryan Faust at the 

church office (206) 937-8400. 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 SUNDAY, MARCH 18 

   7:00 am  Prayer in the Upper Room 

 10:30 am  WORSHIP CELEBRATION   

   Classes provided downstairs for  

                        nursery through 3rd grade  

 12:00 pm  Youth Missions Lunch Auction  

   5:30 pm   Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Classes 

   7:00 pm  HS Youth Group - Crowded House 

 MONDAY, MARCH 19 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm    

 TUESDAY, MARCH 20 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm    

 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm   

   8:30 am   Hands on Ministry -  Grace Church  

 THURSDAY, MARCH 22 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm   

   1:30 pm   Women’s Bible Reading-  Faust House  

 FRIDAY, MARCH 23 

Church Office closed  

 SATURDAY, MARCH 24 

 Church Office closed     

 10:00 am    GriefShare - rm 123 

 SUNDAY, MARCH 25 

   7:00 am  Prayer in the Upper Room 

   9:00 am  SPRING KICK-OFF POTLUCK BREAKFAST 

 10:30 am  WORSHIP CELEBRATION   

   5:30 pm   Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Classes 

   7:00 pm  Hi School Youth Group - Crowded House  

    
 

 

 

 

   

GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,  
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,  

EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,  
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to  

be the Church wherever we are.  

CONNECT 
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining  

us today. Feel free to bring your coffee 

into worship and make yourself 

comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear 

your head, and prepare your heart  

and mind to worship our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

Grace Church is committed to living 

authentically in relationship with God  

and others. Together we strive to meet 

the needs here and around the world.  

To learn more, grab a booklet from the 

desk in the foyer.  

 

If you would like us to follow up with  

you, feel free to fill out this form, tear  

it out and drop it at the Welcome 

Center or in the offering plate.  

 

today’s date   

 

name 

 

I am a guest of 

 

address 

 

 

 

phone 

 

phone (cell) 

 

email 
 

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus 
 Want to know more about Grace  

 Interested in joining a Home Community 

 Interested in serving at Grace (if so 
where?) __________________ 

 Address/info change 
 Add me to the church email list 

 Interested in baptism 

 Interested in membership 

WS CHURCH COLLECTIVE 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE  

This year’s West Seattle Church 

Collective GOOD FRIDAY gathering will 

be held March 30, 6:30pm here at Grace 

Church. Childcare provided for ages 0-

Pre-K.  In order for the good news of the 

gospel to have meaning, we first have to 

understand the bad news of our 

condition as sinful people under 

condemnation. The good news of 

deliverance only makes sense once we 

see how we are enslaved.  The suffering 

and death of Jesus, as terrible as it was, 

marked the dramatic culmination of 

God's plan to save his people from their 

sins.  This service with other Westside 

churches continues to be a powerful 

testimony of God’s LOVE for all. Join us. 
 

SPRING KICK-OFF POTLUCK 
The Spring Kick-off Potluck breakfast will 

be NEXT SUNDAY at 9am. Please plan 

on joining with the rest of the Grace 

Church family and BRING A BREAKFAST 

DISH TO SHARE! We will also be 

honoring Pastor Jerry and his wife 

Debbie during the potluck, so you 

REALLY want to make sure your whole 

family attends! 
 

MARTINEZ’ MINISTRY IN TIGAK 
Grace supported missionaries Noe & Lisa 

Martinez have opportunities to come 

and hear about their ministry to the 

Tigak people of Papua New Guinea. For 

more info visit martineztribe.com.  

• Monday -March 26, 5:30pm   

at the Barton’s (321) 537-4803,  

3122 SW 105th St., DINNER POTLUCK 

bring a dish to share.  

 
 

 

BUDGET THRU 3/11/2018 
We are -$ 11,460.46  

our anticipated YTD giving. 
BUDGET YTD   $ 398,432.28 
 GIVING YTD     $ 386,971.69 

We are at 97% of budget 
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