
Our Vision: Building Christ-centered family in missional community 

What is Church? That is a great question, I am so glad you asked.  Is it a building? Is it 
a spiritual hospital? Is it an educational institution? Is it a group of people who 
worship God together? Is it a place where interested seekers of God can come 
without being judged, learn and decide for themselves if they want to become a 
Christian and therefore part of our covenant community? Is it a place meant to 
engage ideas, truly, without hostility because we have questions and are eager to 
know the answer? What is the point? To all the above I would say: “Yes!” 
enthusiastically.  Biblically, it is all the above and more.  What follows are three 
expressions of how we attempt (imperfectly) to accomplish the above: 

 

Home Communities (HC): are about everyday genuine 
friendships in which we share with each other, read the Bible 
together, eat together, and pray for each other (Acts 2:42-47).  
This is our imperfect attempt to encourage each other and be 
the church outside the building of the Church.   
 

Sunday Worship: We worship on Sundays, because this is the 
traditional day the early church started worshiping God, on the 
day Jesus was raised from the dead.  At Grace Church Seattle 
we worship GOD the Father through Jesus Christ and by the 
unifying power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:7). 

Children & Youth: On Sunday’s we have a children’s ministry during corporate 
worship and during the school year an evening AWANA-DNA and Middle School 
Youth Group from 5:30-7:00pm.  High School Youth Group meets Sunday evenings 
7:00-900pm in the Crowded House next to the Church building.  During the summer, 
Middle Schoolers are included. 

Application HC Questions: 

 Have you ever faced a moment in which you were compelled to speak for 
the Gospel in the face of hostility or extreme skepticism? What did you do? 
 

 Do you struggle to believe that God’s word is, in fact, the most powerful 
force in the universe? Does that ring true, or sound like religious myth? 
Consider these verses as you answer: 
 

o Genesis 1:1-3 (God’s spoken word as power) 

o John 1:1-5 (God IS His word) 
 

 If God’s word is, in fact, this powerful – then what impact should it have on 
our personal ministry? How will your belief in God’s word change your 
attitude when sharing the Gospel and/or inviting people to church? 
 

 What can we learn from these Scriptures for leveraging influence for Christ 
in everyday living? 

of the Holy Spirit in the Mission of the Church 
                                                             

 

 
Scripture: 

Acts 24: 1-27 

Tertullus’ charges against Paul 

And after five days the high priest Ananias came down with some 
elders and a spokesman, one Tertullus. They laid before the governor 

their case against Paul. 2 And when he had been summoned, Tertullus 
began to accuse him, saying: 

“Since through you we enjoy much peace, and since by your 
foresight, most excellent Felix, reforms are being made for this 
nation, 3 in every way and everywhere we accept this with all 

gratitude. 4 But, to detain you no further, I beg you in your kindness to 

hear us briefly. 5 For we have found this man a plague, one who stirs up 
riots among all the Jews throughout the world and is a ringleader of the 
sect of the Nazarenes.6 He even tried to profane the temple, but we 
seized him. 8 By examining him yourself, you will be able to find out 
from him about everything of which we accuse him.” 

9 The Jews also joined in the charge, affirming that all these things were 
so. 

Paul’s Defense: 

10 And when the governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul replied: 

“Knowing that for many years you have been a judge over this nation, I 

cheerfully make my defense. 11 You can verify that it is not more than 

twelve days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem, 12 and they did not 
find me disputing with anyone or stirring up a crowd, either in the 
temple or in the synagogues or in the city. 13 Neither can they prove to 
you what they now bring up against me. 14 But this I confess to you, that 
according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our 
fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in the 
Prophets, 15 having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, 
that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust. 16 So I 
always take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God and 



man.17 Now after several years I came to bring alms to my nation and to 
present offerings. 18 While I was doing this, they found me purified in 
the temple, without any crowd or tumult. But some Jews from Asia—
 19 they ought to be here before you and to make an accusation, should 
they have anything against me. 20 Or else let these men themselves say 
what wrongdoing they found when I stood before the council, 21 other 
than this one thing that I cried out while standing among them: ‘It is 
with respect to the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before 
you this day.’” 

Felix’s (In)decision 

22 But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put them 
off, saying, “When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide your 
case.” 23 Then he gave orders to the centurion that he should be kept in 
custody but have some liberty, and that none of his friends should be 
prevented from attending to his needs. 

Paul Shares the Gospel with Felix and Drusilla 

24 After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, 
and he sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ 
Jesus.25 And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and 
the coming judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, “Go away for the 
present. When I get an opportunity, I will summon you.” 26 At the same 
time he hoped that money would be given him by Paul. So, he sent for 

him often and conversed with him. 27 When two years had elapsed, Felix 
was succeeded by Porcius Festus. And desiring to do the Jews a 
favor, Felix left Paul in prison. 

 

BI: God’s word is literally the most powerful force in the universe. As 

Christians, we can be confident that the Holy Spirit will do His work 

through us when we humbly seek – and speak on behalf of – the Lord. 

 

Supporting Scripture: 

Acts 7:57 – 8:2: 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their 
ears and rushed together[a] at him (Stephen). 58 Then they cast him out 
of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 

garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were 
stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep. 

81 And Saul approved of his execution. 

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea 
and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and 
made great lamentation over him. 

Acts 9: 1-6:  But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the 
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for 
letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any 
belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to 
Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the 
ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I 
am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and 
you will be told what you are to do.” 

1 Corinthians 7:22: 22 For the one who was a slave when called to faith 
in the Lord is the Lord’s freed person; similarly, the one who was free 
when called is Christ’s slave. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+7%3A57+-+8%3A2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27162a
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LOVE God & people by praying for:  Joyce ZeBarth (breast cancer), Kevin Varney (prostate 

cancer), Margie Fry (coping with vision loss), Judy Cole (chemo for CMML (leukemia)), Ken Stalling 

(stroke recovery), Kim Smith (healing from seizures), safety during Sunday activities at Grace and 

the ongoing health needs of Bill Hall.  

J u l y  2 2 ,  2 0 1 8  

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
July 22  .........................Youth Mission Trip Training 5:30-7pm 

July 29 ..........................Arbor Heights Elementary City Serve with Arbor Heights Community Church 

July 29-Aug 3 ...............High School Mission Team Building Camp 

Aug 4-8 ........................High School Mission Trip to Mexico 

August 18 ....................City Serve Day 

Sept 7-9 .......................Men’s Round-Up 

Together with Arbor Heights Community Church, willing workers 

from Grace Church will converge on Arbor Heights Elementary 

School to do needed projects on the grounds and in the class-

rooms. 

 Join together serving our local elementary school, in  

Jesus’ Name! 

 Lunch and childcare provided 

 Bring your gardening tools & gloves 

 Opportunity to collaborate with another church in  

West Seattle 

 Opportunity to serve the community as a Home Community! 

Join us  

next Sunday! 



MENS ROUNDUP  
SEPT 7-9 SAVE THE DATE! 

Men’s Roundup is a Christian men’s 

camping retreat and conference held in a 

forested mountaintop setting at Camp 

Tadmor in Lebanon, Oregon. Men are 

encouraged to believe, obey, connect, 

and lead. Roundup features an inspiring 

primary speaker, well-known guest artists 

and musicians, biblical teachers leading 

action workshop breakout sessions, great 

food, and opportunities for guys to 

worship, learn, grow, and connect with 

other guys.  See Paul Lang for more 

details. You can reach him at 

plang1a@comcast.net or (206) 240-

8528 .Visit http://mensroundup.com 

 
HOME COMMUNITIES  

SUMMER NOTE 
Grace Church Home Communities – 

where a lot of life happens – continue to 

meet over the summer months, though 

some are on a lighter schedule. If you’re 

newer to Grace, it can be hard to get 

connected during July & August. If that’s 

you, keep on leaning in and looking for 

opportunities to connect; we’ll be hitting 

the “refresh” button on Home 

Communities in September. (We’ve got a 

dozen, with one or two new ones in the 

hopper!). Reach out to Pastor Mark if 

you’re feeling discouraged or would  like 

help getting connected! 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
INVOLVEMENT 

If you would be interested in joining our 

team to teach our K-3rd graders in the 

month of August, please see Victoria! 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 SUNDAY, JULY 22 

   7:00 am   Prayer in the Upper Room 

   9:00 am  Men’s HC Leader’s Equip 

 10:30 am   WORSHIP CELEBRATION   

 Classes provided downstairs for nursery-3rd grade   

 Kids activity sheets at the Welcome Center desk. 

 12:00 pm  Lower Level Work Party  

   5:30 pm  Youth Mission Training - crowded house 

    7:00 pm  MS & HS Youth Group - crowded house 

 MONDAY, JULY 23 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm    

 TUESDAY, JULY 24 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm    

 WEDNESDAY, JULY 25 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm   

 THURSDAY, JULY 26 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm   

 FRIDAY, JULY 27 

Church Office closed  

 SATURDAY, JULY 28 

 Church Office closed     

 SUNDAY, JULY 29 

    7:00 am   Prayer in the Upper Room 

 10:30 am   WORSHIP CELEBRATION   

 12:00 pm  City Serve at Arbor Heights Elementary 

   5:30 pm Youth Mission Training - crowded house 

    7:00 pm MS & HS Youth Group - crowded house 

 

 

 

GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,  
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,  

EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,  
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to  

be the Church wherever we are.  

CONNECT 
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining  

us today. Feel free to bring your coffee 

into worship and make yourself 

comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear 

your head, and prepare your heart  

and mind to worship our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

Grace Church is committed to living 

authentically in relationship with God  

and others. Together we strive to meet 

the needs here and around the world.  

To learn more, grab a booklet from the 

desk in the foyer.  

 

If you would like us to follow up with  

you, feel free to fill out this form, tear  

it out and drop it at the Welcome 

Center or in the offering plate.  

 

today’s date   

 

name 

 

I am a guest of 

 

address 

 

 

 

phone 

 

phone (cell) 

 

email 
 

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus 
 Want to know more about Grace  

 Interested in joining a Home Community 

 Interested in serving at Grace (if so 
where?) __________________ 

 Address/info change 
 Add me to the church email list 

 Interested in baptism 

 Interested in membership 

JOIN US TODAY DOWNSTAIRS 
FOR A WORK PARTY 

Today is the day we are having a work 

party in the lower level as we remodel 

and paint the children’s classrooms! 

Lunch provided! We need you in your 

painting clothes! 

 

YOUTH MISSIONS TRIP UPDATE 
Everything is coming together and God is 

in it! Keep us in your prayer and thanks 

for your support! If you would like to gift 

some deflated (new) soccer balls, hacky 

sacks, Spanish Bibles and/or Sounder’s 

Soccer SWAG so we can do ministry on 

the block, contact Pastor Lucas Fennell 

(509-496-8003). !Dios es bueno! 
 

HOME COMMUNITY  
SUPPORTED YOUTH GROUP 

During the summer, we are focusing on 

making teens feel like part of this church 

body by having HC’s provide dinner and 

dine with the teens! So far have had the 

Anway/Mooring, Watson/Dillinger, and 

Hanson/Yeager HC’s support these 

“bridge-building, finger-lickin’, feasts!! 

We have a few more signed up and are 

excited! We are still looking to fill August 

5 and 19; don’t miss the opportunity to 

enfold the youth into this church! 
 

VISTA MISSIONS TRIP  
in NOVEMBER 

Vista Missions needs volunteers to join a 

Vision and Dental team for Nov 10-18, 

2018 in Mazatlan, Mexico. The free clinic 

will help a growing church serve their 

community and reach them with the 

Gospel. Total cost: $1,000 Contact 

Carolyn Watson (206) 225-3753 or 

vistamissions@gmail.com.  

BUDGET THRU 07/08/18 
We are -$2,094.07 

our anticipated YTD giving. 
BUDGET YTD   $ 33,303.75 
 GIVING YTD    $ 31,209.68 
We are at 94% of budget 
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