of the Holy Spirit in the Mission of the Church

Our Vision: Building Christ-centered family in missional community
What is Church? That is a great question, I am so glad you asked. Is it a building? Is it
a spiritual hospital? Is it an educational institution? Is it a group of people who
worship God together? Is it a place where interested seekers of God can come
without being judged, learn and decide for themselves if they want to become a
Christian and therefore part of our covenant community? Is it a place meant to
engage ideas, truly, without hostility because we have questions and are eager to
know the answer? What is the point? To all the above I would say: “Yes!”
enthusiastically. Biblically, it is all the above and more. What follows are three
expressions of how we attempt (imperfectly) to accomplish the above:
Home Communities (HC): are about everyday genuine
friendships in which we share with each other, read the Bible
together, eat together, and pray for each other (Acts 2:42-47).
This is our imperfect attempt to encourage each other and be
the church outside the building of the Church.
Sunday Worship: We worship on Sundays, because this is the
traditional day the early church started worshiping God, on the
day Jesus was raised from the dead. At Grace Church Seattle
we worship GOD the Father through Jesus Christ and by the
unifying power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:7).
Children & Youth: On Sunday’s we have a children’s ministry during corporate
worship and during the school year an evening AWANA-DNA and Middle School
Youth Group from 5:30-7:00pm. High School Youth Group meets Sunday evenings
7:00-900pm in the Crowded House next to the Church building. During the summer,
Middle Schoolers are included.

Application HC Questions: topic is about being equippd to influence.


Have you ever been unjustly arrested or mistreated by civil authorities?



Take a look at two Scriptures and talk about citizenship and our
responsibilities as Christians in light of these verses:
o
o

Romans 13:1-7
2 Peter 12:-17



How did Paul live by these verses above in his interaction with the Tribune
in Acts 21:37-40 and 22:24-29?



What can we learn from these Scriptures for leveraging influence for Christ
in everyday living?

Scripture:
Acts 22:21

And he said to me, ‘Go, for I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’”

22

Up to this word they listened to him. Then they raised their voices and
said, “Away with such a fellow from the earth! For he should not be
allowed to live.” 23 And as they were shouting and throwing off their cloaks
and flinging dust into the air, 24 the tribune ordered him to be brought into
the barracks, saying that he should be examined by flogging, to find out
why they were shouting against him like this. 25 But when they had
stretched him out for the whips, Paul said to the centurion who was
standing by, “Is it lawful for you to flog a man who is a Roman citizen and
uncondemned?” 26 When the centurion heard this, he went to the tribune
and said to him, “What are you about to do? For this man is a Roman
citizen.” 27 So the tribune came and said to him, “Tell me, are you a Roman
citizen?” And he said, “Yes.” 28 The tribune answered, “I bought this
citizenship for a large sum.” Paul said, “But I am a citizen by birth.” 29 So
those who were about to examine him withdrew from him immediately,
and the tribune also was afraid, for he realized that Paul was a Roman
citizen and that he had bound him.
30

But on the next day, desiring to know the real reason why he was being
accused by the Jews, he unbound him and commanded the chief priests and
all the council to meet, and he brought Paul down and set him before them.
Our Mission:
GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people, PROCLAIM Christ,
BUILD community, EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers, & missionally
SEND out followers of Christ to be the Church wherever we are.

BI: EQUIPped followers of Christ can leverage significant Christian
influence wherever we are.

What is a “follower of Christ”?
How are we EQUIPped?
How does the BI relate to Acts 22:24-28?
How does this relate to you and me today?

BI: EQUIPped followers of Christ can leverage significant Christian
influence wherever we are.

1. What is a “follower of Christ”?
― See Matthew 4:19

Acts 22:27

So the tribune came and said to him, “Tell me, are you a Roman
citizen?” And he said, “Yes.” 28 The tribune answered, “I bought this
citizenship for a large sum.” Paul said, “But I am a citizen by birth.” 29 So
those who were about to examine him withdrew from him immediately,
and the tribune also was afraid, for he realized that Paul was a Roman
citizen and that he had bound him.
― Paul leveraged his rights to ensure fair treatment.

― “Christian” means “one who follows Christ and His way” (Acts 11:26)
“To bind a Roman citizen is a crime, to flog him an abomination, to slay
him almost an act of murder.” – Cicero

2. How are we EQUIPped?
― See Ephesians 4:11-16

― Paul ultimately gained influence to be able to share Christ and
Christian values with the Sanhedrin, the Roman Governor, Roman
soldiers, and on trial in Rome.

― See Romans 12:1-2

4. How does this relate to you and me today?
3. How does the BI relate to Acts 22:24-28?
Acts 22:24

the tribune ordered him to be brought into the barracks, saying that he
should be examined by flogging, to find out why they were shouting
against him like this. 25 But when they had stretched him out for the whips,
Paul said to the centurion who was standing by, “Is it lawful for you to flog
a man who is a Roman citizen and uncondemned?” 26 When the centurion
heard this, he went to the tribune and said to him, “What are you about to
do? For this man is a Roman citizen.”

― Conduct as citizens matters.

― Should we engage in a democracy?

― Paul responded in Christlike manner when mistreated (2 Pet. 2:12-17).
― Paul understood his rights as a Roman citizen.
― Speak or remain silent about religion, morals, and politics?
“To bind a Roman citizen is a crime, to flog him an abomination, to slay
him almost an act of murder.” – Cicero
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LOOKING AHEAD
July 1,8,15,22 ..............Youth Mission Trip Training 5:30-7pm
July 29 ..........................Arbor Heights Elementary City Serve with Arbor Heights Community Church
July 29-Aug 3 ...............High School Mission Team Building Camp
Aug 4-8 ........................High School Mission Trip to Mexico
August 18 ....................City Serve Day
Sept 7-9 .......................Men’s Round-Up

LOVE God & people by praying for: Joyce ZeBarth (breast cancer), Kevin Varney (prostate
cancer), Alma Santana (abdominal surgery recovery), Margie Fry (coping with vision loss), Judy
Cole (chemo for CMML (leukemia)), Ken Stalling (stroke recovery), Kim Smith (healing from
seizures), safety during Sunday activities at Grace and the ongoing health needs of Bill Hall.
Dr. Ryan Faust - Senior Pastor
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org
or his blog: prfaust.wordress.com

Dr. Mark Elefritz - Associate Pastor
marke@gracechurchseattle.org

Kathie Varney - Exec Admin
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org

Victoria Scott - Children’s Director
victorias@gracechurchseattle.org

Pastor Lucas Fennell - Youth Pastor
lucasf@gracechurchseattle.org

GRACE CHURCH 10323 28TH AVE SW SEATTLE, WA 98146 (206) 937 -8400

GRACECHURCHSEATTLE.ORG

CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.
If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, JULY 1
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Classes provided downstairs for nursery-3rd grade
Kids activity sheets at the Welcome Center desk.

12:00 pm ANNUAL MEETING AND POTLUCK
5:30 pm Youth Mission Training - crowded house
7:00 pm MS & HS Youth Group - crowded house

MONDAY, JULY 2
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

TUESDAY, JULY 3
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

WEDNESDAY, JULY 4 - INDEPENDENCE DAY
Church Office closed

THURSDAY, JULY 5
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

FRIDAY, JULY 6
today’s date
name

Church Office closed

SATURDAY, JULY 7
Church Office closed

I am a guest of
address

SUNDAY, JULY 8
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
9:00 am HC Leader Equip - upper room
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION

phone

5:30 pm Youth Mission Training - crowded house
7:00 pm MS & HS Youth Group - crowded house

phone (cell)
email

BUDGET THRU 6/24/18

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus
 Want to know more about Grace
 Interested in joining a Home Community
 Interested in serving at Grace (if so

We are -$ 31,088.24
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $ 559,958.88
GIVING YTD $ 528,870.46
We are at 94% of budget

where?) __________________
 Address/info change
 Add me to the church email list
 Interested in baptism
 Interested in membership

GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

CITY SERVE COMMUNITY
PROJECT JULY 29 12-4PM
Together with Arbor Heights Community
Church, willing workers from Grace
Church will converge on Arbor Heights
Elementary School to do needed projects
on the grounds and in the classrooms.
Questions? See Pastor Mark.
• Lunch and childcare provided.
• Bring gardening tools and gloves.
• Opportunity to collaborate and serve
the community with another church in
West Seattle.
• Opportunity to serve as a Home
Community.
• Serving our local elementary school, in
Jesus’ Name!

YOUTH MIN. THIS SUMMER
Starting TONIGHT July 1, High School and
Middle School will combine on Sunday
evenings from 7 to 9pm. Beginning with a
weekly BBQ, our desire is to create a
space to invite friends, eat food, play
games and meet God. High School
students Missions Training: 5:30-7pm July
1,8,15,22 and July 29- Aug 3rd at Black
Diamond. Missions Trip: Aug 4-8

VISTA MISSIONS TRIP in
NOVEMBER
Vista Missions needs volunteers to join a
Vision and Dental team for Nov 10-18,
2018 in Mazatlan, Mexico. The free clinic
will help a growing church serve their
community and reach them with the
Gospel. Total cost: $1,000 Contact
Carolyn Watson (206) 225-3753 or
vistamissions@gmail.com. If you have
any prescription glasses around that you
are no longer using, there’s a donation
box in the North foyer on the bookcase.

MARRIAGE RETREAT
SAVE THE DATE Nov 9-11 marriage
retreat at Black Diamond Camp. $300/
couple. For info or to register go to
blackdiamond.org/fall-spring/
programmed-retreats.php. See
Heather May for info or email her at
heather@impulseaudiovideo.com.

BAPTISM & MEMBERSHIP
For anyone who would like to become a
member of Grace Church or be baptized,
please contact Pastor Ryan Faust at the
church office (206) 937-8400.

HOME COMMUNITIES
SUMMER NOTE
Grace Church Home Communities –
where a lot of life happens – continue to
meet over the summer months, though
some are on a lighter schedule. If you’re
newer to Grace, it can be hard to get
connected during July & August. If that’s
you, keep on leaning in and looking for
opportunities to connect; we’ll be hitting
the “refresh” button on Home
Communities in September. (We’ve got
a dozen, with one or two new ones in
the hopper!) Reach out to Pastor Mark if
you’re feeling discouraged or would like
help getting connected!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
INVOLVEMENT
If you would be interested in joining our
team to teach our K-3rd graders in the
month of August, please see Victoria!

