of the Holy Spirit in You Through God’s Sovereignty

Our Vision: Building Christ-centered family in missional community
What is Church? That is a great question, I am so glad you asked. Is it a building? Is it
a spiritual hospital? Is it an educational institution? Is it a group of people who
worship God together? Is it a place where interested seekers of God can come
without being judged, learn and decide for themselves if they want to become a
Christian and therefore part of our covenant community? Is it a place meant to
engage ideas, truly, without hostility because we have questions and are eager to
know the answer? What is the point? To all the above I would say: “Yes!”
enthusiastically. Biblically, it is all the above and more. What follows are three
expressions of how we attempt (imperfectly) to accomplish the above:
Home Communities (HC): are about everyday genuine
friendships in which we share with each other, read the Bible
together, eat together, and pray for each other (Acts 2:42-47).
This is our imperfect attempt to encourage each other and be
the church outside the building of the Church.
Sunday Worship: We worship on Sundays, because this is the
traditional day the early church started worshiping God, on the
day Jesus was raised from the dead. At Grace Church Seattle
we worship GOD the Father through Jesus Christ and by the
unifying power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:7).
Children & Youth: On Sunday’s we have a children’s ministry during corporate
worship and during the school year an evening AWANA-DNA and Middle School
Youth Group from 5:30-7:00pm. High School Youth Group meets Sunday evenings
7:00-900pm in the Crowded House next to the Church building. During the summer,
Middle Schoolers are included.

Application HC Questions:
1) If you get the opportunity to tell a coworker or neighbor or classmate
about Sunday’s sermon, what will you tell him or her?
2) What do you think equipped Paul’s nephew to be the courageous, truthtelling young man that he proved himself to be?
3) What part of the sermon challenged your thinking? How?
4) What part encouraged you?
5) Read Titus 2:11-14. How do these verses strengthen or stretch your
faith?

Acts 23:12-35
12

The next morning some Jews formed a conspiracy and bound
themselves with an oath not to eat or drink until they had killed
Paul. 13 More than forty men were involved in this plot. 14 They
went to the chief priests and the elders and said, “We have taken
a solemn oath not to eat anything until we have killed Paul.
15
Now then, you and the Sanhedrin petition the commander to
bring him before you on the pretext of wanting more accurate
information about his case. We are ready to kill him before he
gets here.”
16

But when the son of Paul’s sister heard of this plot, he went
into the barracks and told Paul. 17 Then Paul called one of the
centurions and said, “Take this young man to the commander; he
has something to tell him.” 18 So he took him to the commander.
The centurion said, “Paul, the prisoner, sent for me and asked me
to bring this young man to you because he has something to tell
you.” 19 The commander took the young man by the hand, drew
him aside and asked, “What is it you want to tell me?”
20

He said: “Some Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul
before the Sanhedrin tomorrow on the pretext of wanting more
accurate information about him. 21 Don’t give in to them, because
more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him. They
have taken an oath not to eat or drink until they have killed him.
They are ready now, waiting for your consent to their request.”
22

The commander dismissed the young man with this warning:
“Don’t tell anyone that you have reported this to me.”
23
Then he called two of his centurions and ordered them, “Get
ready a detachment of two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen
and two hundred spearmen to go to Caesarea at nine tonight.
24
Provide horses for Paul so that he may be taken safely to
Governor Felix.”

25

He wrote a letter as follows: 26 Claudius Lysias, To His
Excellency, Governor Felix: Greetings. 27 This man was seized by
the Jews and they were about to kill him, but I came with my
troops and rescued him, for I had learned that he is a Roman
citizen. 28 I wanted to know why they were accusing him, so I
brought him to their Sanhedrin. 29 I found that the accusation had
to do with questions about their law, but there was no charge
against him that deserved death or imprisonment. 30 When I was
informed of a plot to be carried out against the man, I sent him to
you at once. I also ordered his accusers to present to you their
case against him.

How does James 1:20 apply to your life?

“For the grace of God… teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness &
worldly passions, and to live
 self- controlled,
 upright, &
 godly lives
in the present age” (Titus 2:11-12)

31

So the soldiers, carrying out their orders, took Paul with them
during the night and brought him as far as Antipatris. 32 The next
day they let the cavalry go on with him, while they returned to
the barracks. 33 When the cavalry arrived in Caesarea, they
delivered the letter to the governor and handed Paul over to him.
34
The governor read the letter and asked what province he was
from. Learning that he was from Cilicia, 35 he said, “I will hear your
case when your accusers get here.” Then he ordered that Paul be
kept under guard in Herod’s palace.

Paul’s nephew – a nameless hero!
One boy who tells the truth gets more done for God than 40 men
who don’t!
What do you think equipped that young man to be the
courageous, truth-telling person that he clearly demonstrated
himself to be?

BI: Because we can trust God’s sovereignty,
we can be courageous, truthful, & respect the rule of law.

The Story
Paul was in a pickle, but his nephew was cool as a cucumber !

“Man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God
desires” (James 1:20)

It’s not just about Paul’s nephew!
We can get mad, or we can get manly.

Are you committed to trust God & do the right thing, regardless
of whether you’re on a large stage or a small one?

“The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack & will bring me
safely to His heavenly kingdom” (2nd Timothy 4:18)

July 15, 2018

Please be in prayer for our Youth Missions Team as they continue
to train for their trip to Mexico August 4-8!

LOOKING AHEAD
July15, 22 ....................Youth Mission Trip Training 5:30-7pm
July 29 ..........................Arbor Heights Elementary City Serve with Arbor Heights Community Church
July 29-Aug 3 ...............High School Mission Team Building Camp
Aug 4-8 ........................High School Mission Trip to Mexico
August 18 ....................City Serve Day
Sept 7-9 .......................Men’s Round-Up

LOVE God & people by praying for: Joyce ZeBarth (breast cancer), Kevin Varney (prostate
cancer), Margie Fry (coping with vision loss), Judy Cole (chemo for CMML (leukemia)), Ken Stalling
(stroke recovery), Kim Smith (healing from seizures), safety during Sunday activities at Grace and
the ongoing health needs of Bill Hall.
Dr. Ryan Faust - Senior Pastor
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org
or his blog: prfaust.wordress.com

Dr. Mark Elefritz - Associate Pastor
marke@gracechurchseattle.org

Kathie Varney - Exec Admin
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org

Victoria Scott - Children’s Director
victorias@gracechurchseattle.org

Pastor Lucas Fennell - Youth Pastor
lucasf@gracechurchseattle.org

GRACE CHURCH 10323 28TH AVE SW SEATTLE, WA 98146 (206) 937 -8400

GRACECHURCHSEATTLE.ORG

CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.
If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, JULY 15
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Classes provided downstairs for nursery-3rd grade
Kids activity sheets at the Welcome Center desk.

12:00 pm RAT Meeting - conference room
5:30 pm Youth Mission Training - crowded house
7:00 pm MS & HS Youth Group - crowded house

MONDAY, JULY 16
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

TUESDAY, JULY 17
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

THURSDAY, JULY 19
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

FRIDAY, JULY 20
today’s date
name

Church Office closed

SATURDAY, JULY 21
Church Office closed

I am a guest of
address

SUNDAY, JULY 22
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION

phone

5:30 pm Youth Mission Training - crowded house
7:00 pm MS & HS Youth Group - crowded house

phone (cell)

BUDGET THRU 07/08/18

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus
 Want to know more about Grace
 Interested in joining a Home Community
 Interested in serving at Grace (if so

We are $ -$295.35
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $ 22,202.50
GIVING YTD $ 21,907.15
We are at 99% of budget

where?) __________________

HOME COMMUNITIES
SUMMER NOTE

Our renovations have started! We are
looking for Home Communities to adopt
three classrooms on 7/22. This entails
removing hardware from the walls,
moving the toys to a different room,
painting the walls, and praying for the
class. This also involves coming back the
following Saturday to move the toys back
into the classrooms for Sunday, after the
carpet has been installed. Interested or
have questions? See Victoria!

Grace Church Home Communities –
where a lot of life happens – continue to
meet over the summer months, though
some are on a lighter schedule. If you’re
newer to Grace, it can be hard to get
connected during July & August. If that’s
you, keep on leaning in and looking for
opportunities to connect; we’ll be hitting
the “refresh” button on Home
Communities in September. (We’ve got a
dozen, with one or two new ones in the
hopper!). Reach out to Pastor Mark if
you’re feeling discouraged or would like
help getting connected!

CITY SERVE COMMUNITY
PROJECT JULY 29 12-4PM
Together with Arbor Heights Community
Church, willing workers from Grace
Church will converge on Arbor Heights
Elementary School to do needed projects
on the grounds and in the classrooms.
Questions? See Pastor Mark.
• Lunch and childcare provided.
• Bring gardening tools and gloves.
• Opportunity to collaborate and serve
the community with another church in
West Seattle.
• Opportunity to serve as a Home
Community.
• Serving our local elementary school, in
Jesus’ Name!

VISTA MISSIONS TRIP
in NOVEMBER

email

 Address/info change
 Add me to the church email list
 Interested in baptism
 Interested in membership

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
ADOPT-A-ROOM

GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

Vista Missions needs volunteers to join a
Vision and Dental team for Nov 10-18,
2018 in Mazatlan, Mexico. The free clinic
will help a growing church serve their
community and reach them with the
Gospel. Total cost: $1,000 Contact
Carolyn Watson (206) 225-3753 or
vistamissions@gmail.com.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
INVOLVEMENT
If you would be interested in joining our
team to teach our K-3rd graders in the
month of August, please see Victoria!

MENS ROUNDUP
SEPT 7-9 SAVE THE DATE!
Men’s Roundup is a Christian men’s
camping retreat and conference held in a
forested mountaintop setting at Camp
Tadmor in Lebanon, Oregon. Men are
encouraged to believe, obey, connect,
and lead. Roundup features an inspiring
primary speaker, well-known guest artists
and musicians, biblical teachers leading
action workshop breakout sessions, great
food, and opportunities for guys to
worship, learn, grow, and connect with
other guys. See Paul Lang for more
details. You can reach him at
plang1a@comcast.net or (206) 2408528 .Visit http://mensroundup.com

