of the Spirit in Corinth

Home Communities

Today’s Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-22
1 Cor. 10:1

A missional Home Community is: a small group that
meets regularly for the purpose of mutual edification
and the application of Scripture to be lived out as an
everyday community (Acts 2:42-47; Eph. 4:11-16).
The group functions as a mini-church with the leader
shepherding the group to become a family of servant
missionaries who make disciples that make disciples
and multiply (Matt 28:19-20; 1 Peter 2:9).

“From the core to the crowd.” – Joel Comiskey

Questions:
1) What, in your mind, are examples of syncretism/relativism?
a.

Syncretism is combining religious ideas, language, or symbols.

b.

Relativism is a dismissiveness of any standard of right or wrong.

2) In what ways have you (or are you) participating in activities that you
think might be wrong, but use the excuse, “I’m forgiven, so it doesn’t
matter what I do, so whatever!”?
3) Explore Paul’s words in Scripture in 1 Cor. 10:12-13 and 22.
a.

Break each verse down to understand it’s meaning starting with
verse 12.

b.

How does this apply to the attitude, “Whatever!”?

c.

How does this apply to syncretism or relativism in your life?

For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized
into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food
4
and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual
Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with
most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the
wilderness.
6

Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire
evil as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written,
“The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.’” 8 We must not
indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three
thousand fell in a single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the test, as some
of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 10 nor grumble, as some of
them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11 Now these things
happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our
instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12 Therefore let anyone
who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has
overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not
let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will
also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.
14

Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 15 I speak as to sensible people;
judge for yourselves what I say. 16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it
not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not
a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who
are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. 18 Consider the
people of Israel: are not those who eat the sacrifices participants in the
altar? 19 What do I imply then? That food offered to idols is anything, or
that an idol is anything? 20 No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer
to demons and not to God. I do not want you to be participants with
demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons.
You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.
22
Shall we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than he?

BI: Do not pridefully think you’re immune to sin, temptation, or consequences.

Why did Paul write this warning?
I.

1 Cor. 10:6

Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not
desire evil as they did.

The social pressure and dilemma the early Christians faced:

II. The prideful assumptions of the Corinthian Christians: by taking being
baptized and taking communion they thought they were immune to sin,
temptation, and consequences...


1 Cor. 10:11

Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were
written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.

Why? It doesn’t seem relevant...

“If you ignore history, you are doomed to repeat it.” – Nicholas Lambros

III. Paul uses Israel as an example to warn them / us (1 Cor. 10:1-11)
1 Cor. 10:1

For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers...


Examples (v. 6 & 11) = “type”  to learn from / warning

IV. Our assumptions: “Why can’t I go? I’m strong, I won’t fall to temptation.
Besides, I’m forgiven so if I do sin I’m covered.”  you’ve heard “pride
comes before the fall”  look at 10:12...
1 Cor. 10:12

Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.
No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is
faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with
the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be
able to endure it.
13

Israel had 4 provisions from GOD, like  Baptism & Communion
1)
2)
3)
4)

Under the cloud (Exodus 13:21-22)
Passed through the sea (Ex. 14:22-29)
Spiritual food (Ex. 16:4, 35)
Spiritual drink (Ex. 17:6)

1 Cor. 10:1b

...our fathers were all under the cloud...passed through the sea,
...were baptized into Moses...3 ...ate the same spiritual food 4 ...drank the
same spiritual drink. ...the Rock was Christ.


1 Cor. 10:14

Paul’s immediate application for the Corinthians (v. 14)

Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.

2



Our immediate application

V. Communion vs. Idol Feasts today (10:15-22)  Syncretism/Relativism
Christ was the Rock (Ps. 18:2)  source of nourishment

1 Cor. 10:5

Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were
overthrown in the wilderness.

Why?




Israel committed 4 acts of rebellion, showing disbelief:
1)
2)
3)
4)

Idolatry (Exodus 32:1-6)
Immorality (Numbers 25:1-9)
Tested / provoked GOD (Nu. 21:5-6; Deut. 6:16)
Grumbled against the LORD (Nu. 14:2)

1 Cor. 10:15

I speak as to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say. 16 The
cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of
Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for
we all partake of the one bread. 18 Consider the people of Israel: are not
those who eat the sacrifices participants in the altar? 19 What do I imply
then? That food offered to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything?
20
No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to
God. I do not want you to be participants with demons. 21 You cannot drink
the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot partake of the table
of the Lord and the table of demons. 22 Shall we provoke the Lord to
jealousy? Are we stronger than he?
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LOOKING AHEAD
Jan 7 ............................ Classes for Adults, Children and Youth resume Sunday evening at 5:30pm
Jan 14 .......................... Winter Kick-Off Potluck Breakfast - 9am
Jan 20 .......................... Women’s Forum - communication 8:30-11:30am
Jan 26 .......................... Parent Night Out 5-9pm
Jan 27 .......................... GriefShare Luncheon - 11am room 123
Jan 28 .......................... Change Offering - to benefit Summer Camp for kids
Feb 9-10 ...................... CB Northwest Men’s Equip - Tacoma
Feb 14 ......................... ASH WEDNESDAY
Feb 19 ......................... PRESIDENTS DAY - OFFICE IS CLOSED
Feb 24 ......................... GriefShare session begins
March 17 .................... Community Day
LOVE God & people by praying for: Margie Fry (constant nausea & vision loss), Judy Cole (chemo for
CMML (leukemia)), Jan Linville (bladder healing), Ken Stalling (stroke recovery), Kim Smith (healing from
seizures), staff & elders of Grace Church, safety during Sunday activities at Grace. And the ongoing
health needs of Bill Hall.
Dr. Ryan Faust - Senior Pastor
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org
or his blog: prfaust.wordress.com

Pastor Jerry Buell - Admin Pastor
jerryb@gracechurchseattle.org

Kathie Varney - Exec Admin
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org

Victoria Scott - Children’s Ed. Admin
victorias@gracechurchseattle.org

Pastor Lucas Fennell - Youth Pastor
lucasf@gracechurchseattle.org

GRACE CHURCH 10323 28TH AVE SW SEATTLE, WA 98146 (206) 937 -8400

GRACECHURCHSEATTLE.ORG

CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.
If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.
today’s date

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Childcare provided downstairs for
nursery through 3rd grade

5:30 pm Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Classes
7:00 pm High School Youth Group

MONDAY, JANUARY 8
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

9:30 am Mama Tribe - Little Bug Studio

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9

I am a guest of
address

phone

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study- Faust House

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus
 Want to know more about Grace
 Interested in joining a Home Community
 Interested in serving at Grace (if so
where?) __________________
 Address/info change
 Add me to the church email list
 Interested in baptism
 Interested in membership

PRE-K TEACHERS NEEDED
Do you love preschoolers and have a
heart to serve? We are in need of
teachers for our Pre-K class on Sunday
mornings! Membership required,
monthly rotation. Please talk to Victoria
if the Lord leads, or contact her at (206)
937-8400 if you have any questions.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13
Church Office closed

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
9:00 am
10:30 am
5:30 pm
7:00 pm

KICK-OFF BREAKFAST POTLUCK
WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Classes
High School Youth Group

phone (cell)
email

The new photo directory will be coming
out in a few months. If you would like to
be included in this published directory,
or if your info is incomplete or incorrect,
please email Kathie at the office at
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org. You
can also update your information and
have a photo taken on Sunday Jan 21
after the service by Miriam Simmel. If
you’d like to provide your own current
picture, please bring it to the office or
send it to the above email address.

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

Church Office closed
name

NEW PHOTO DIRECTORY

BUDGET THRU 12/31/2017
We are -$15,155.53 below
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $ 290,747.88
GIVING YTD $ 275,592.26
We are at 95% of budget
GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

ADVENT CONSPIRACY
spend less - give more - worship fully

EVERY YEAR Grace Church chooses a
missional fundraising project during the
season of Advent. This year, Grace
Youth will be raising funds to build a
house in Mexico in 2018. The cost of
the house is $5,000. As of Dec 31, we
have $2,935.51.

CHANGE OFFERING
Do you have loose change collecting
around your home? Would you like to
donate it to a good cause? Bring it the
morning of the 28th! All proceeds from
this change offering help to offset the
cost of summer camp for 4th-8th graders.

WOMEN’S FORUM
JAN 20 8:30AM
At Grace Church, we strive to reflect
God’s character through authentic
relationships. That is impossible without
trust. Biblical communication skills are
critical to establishing trust in
community. But what does that look
like? What scriptures guide us in using
our words in healthy ways? Find out
Saturday, 8:30am on Jan. 20 at our
Women’s Forum on Communication. We
promise great food, foundational
teaching, and an encounter with God’s
people that will bring Him glory and
transform relationships.

MEASURE OF A MAN CLASS
This class will continue through the book
Measure of a Man by Gene Getz. If you
were unable to join us in the fall, please
join us starting this Sunday, January 7th
at 5:30 pm in the Upper Room. We look
at one characteristic of a man of God as
listed in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 each
week so don’t be concerned about
missing the classes in the fall.

PARENT NIGHT OUT
Parents, enjoy a night out while we have
a blast with your kids! 5-9pm on Friday
January 26. Dinner, games, and fun
provided. $15 per kid or $25/family. Sign
up in the foyer! Interested in serving our
young families that night? Sign-up to
volunteer in the foyer or talk to Victoria.

BAPTISM & MEMBERSHIP
For anyone who would like to become a
member of Grace Church or be baptized,
please contact Pastor Ryan Faust at the
church office (206) 937-8400.

