
Home Communities 

 

A missional Home Community is: a small group that meets 
regularly for the purpose of mutual edification and the 
application of Scripture to be lived out as an everyday 
community (Acts 2:42-47; Eph. 4:11-16).   The group 
functions as a mini-church with the leader shepherding the 
group to become a family of servant missionaries who 
make disciples that make disciples and multiply (Matt 
28:19-20; 1 Peter 2:9). 

 “From the core to the crowd.” – Joel Comiskey 

 

Questions:  In summary, 1 Cor. 11:17-34 describes Christians divided between 
the rich and the poor.  In our context this could be between “the have’s” 
and the “have not’s” resulting in allowing only a certain type of person to 
join our HC.  This passage also states that communion (or a meal in an HC 
– see Acts 2:42-47) should be inclusive to all kinds of people, but exclusive 
theologically. 

 

 What is the difference between being inclusive socio-economically 
and being exclusive theologically? 
 

 Reflect on the following  statement related to 1 Cor. 11:17-34 – 

“The Eucharist celebration demands reconciliation and sharing among all 
those regarded as brothers and sisters in the one family of God and is a 
constant challenge in the search for appropriate relationships in social, 
economic and political life.  All kinds of injustice, racism, separation and 
lack of freedom are radically challenged when we share in the body and 
blood of Christ....As participants I the Eucharist, therefore, we prove 
inconsistent if we are not actively participating in this ongoing restoration 
of the world’s situation and the human condition...and above all, the 
obstinacy of unjustifiable confessional oppositions within the body of 
Christ.” – Ecumenical Commission, Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry, p. 14 

 What difference should Christian community make socially? What 
changes do we need to make to bring this about? 

 

of the Spirit in Corinth 
                                                             

 

 
Today’s Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 
 
1 Corinthians 11:17 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because 

when you come together it is not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in 
the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are 
divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 19 for there must be factions 
among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be 
recognized. 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you 
eat. 21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes 
hungry, another gets drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and 
drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have 
nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not. 
 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 
27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the 
Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and 
drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the 
body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are 
weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we 
would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are 
disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world. 
 
33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one 
another— 34 if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home—so that when you 
come together it will not be for judgment. About the other things I will give 
directions when I come. 
 

BI: The Church is to be Inclusive Sociologically, but Exclusive Theologically. 
 



The Problem 
 
1 Corinthians 11:17 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because 

when you come together it is not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in 
the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are 
divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 19 for there must be factions 
among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be 
recognized. 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you 
eat. 21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes 
hungry, another gets drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and 
drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have 
nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not. 

 
 
The Tradition 

 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 

 tradition vs. Tradition – Large “T” is important 

 

 Ordinance vs. Sacrament – “obedience” vs. “means of grace”  

― Transubstantiation (Catholic – John 6:51-56) 

― Consubstantiation (Anglican & Lutheran) 

― Strictly Memorial (Zwingli) 

― Spiritual presence with powerful symbolism (Calvin) 

 

 The Value of Liturgy – teaches us Theology 

― Unleavened Bread (Ex. 12; John 6:51-56)   

― The 3rd “Cup” (Ex. 6:6-7a; Ps. 75:8; Matthew 26:39)  

― New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 

Individual Examination 
 

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the 
Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and 
drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the 
body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are 
weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we 
would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are 
disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world. 
 
 
 
 

Corporate Communion 
 
33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one 
another— 34 if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home—so that when you 
come together it will not be for judgment. About the other things I will give 
directions when I come. 

 

 

“...look back (to Christ’s death), look in (self-examination), look up 
(fellowship with God), look around (fellowship with each other), look 

outward (to proclaim God’s word to others).” – Michael Green 

 

 

Who should or should not take communion? 
 

 Unbelievers should not. 
 

 All believers who look down on a socio-economic class or have an 
unreconciled relationship with a brother or sister in the church should not 
take communion until they have made efforts to reconcile (Matt. 5:23-24). 
 

 “All repentant sinners are welcome, no matter how far away from God 
they may have recently felt.” – Craig Blomberg 
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LOVE God & people by praying for: Colette Saunders (passing of her father), Margie Fry 

(constant nausea & vision loss), Judy Cole (chemo for CMML (leukemia)), Jan Linville (bladder 

healing), Ken Stalling (stroke recovery), Kim Smith (healing from seizures), staff & elders of Grace 

Church, safety during Sunday activities at Grace. And the ongoing health needs of Bill Hall.  

J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  2 0 1 8  

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Feb 4 ........................... NO Evening Classes 

Feb 9-10 ...................... CB Northwest Men’s Equip - Tacoma 

Feb 11 ......................... Home Community Leaders meeting 

Feb 14 ......................... ASH WEDNESDAY - Lent begins 

February 18 ................. Girls Galentine’s Party for Jr. & Sr. High Girls 7:30pm 

Feb 19 ......................... PRESIDENTS DAY - OFFICE IS CLOSED 

Feb 19 ......................... Youth Boys Snowshoe Trip 

Feb 24 ......................... GriefShare session begins 

March 9-11 ................. Father & Daughter Retreat 

March 17 ..................... Community Day 

 

NEXT MEETING 

FEBRUARY 11 @ 9AM 
CHILDCARE DURING THE MEETING IS AVAILABLE 

DOWNSTAIRS IN THE NURSERY & ROOM 123 



PARENT NIGHT OUT THANKS 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered 

at our Parent Night Out event last 

Friday! The evening was a great success 

and our young families were loved and 

encouraged because of the effort and 

time you selflessly gave!  
 

CHANGE OFFERING 
Bring your change to the buckets in front 

today for our Annual Change Offering.  All 

proceeds from this offering help to offset 

the cost of summer camp for 4th-8th 

grade. Forgot your change? Want to 

donate? Bills or checks gladly accepted. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
The office is in need of reception 

volunteers to answer phones and 

welcome guests. 3 hours per day, M-Th,  

1 day or multiple days per week; what-

ever works for your schedule. Please 

contact Kathie Varney at the church 

office or call (206) 937-8400.  
 

      BAPTISM & MEMBERSHIP 

For anyone who would like to become a 

member of Grace Church or be baptized, 

please contact Pastor Ryan Faust at the 

church office (206) 937-8400. 
 

PRE-K TEACHERS NEEDED 
Do you love preschoolers and have a 

heart to serve?  We are in need of 

teachers for our Pre-K class on Sunday 

mornings! Please talk to Victoria if the 

Lord leads you to this area of ministry. 

Contact her at the church office (206) 

937-8400 if you have questions. 

Currently, this class is canceled for the 

month of February unless Teachers and 

Assistants become available.   

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 - CHANGE OFFERING 

   7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room 

 10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION      

   Classes provided downstairs for  

   nursery through 3rd grade 

   5:30 pm  Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Classes 

   7:00 pm High School Youth Group   

 MONDAY, JANUARY 29 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm    

    9:30 am  Mama Tribe - Lil’ Bug Studio 

 TUESDAY, JANUARY 30 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm 

 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm    

 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm   

   1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study- Faust House  

 FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

Church Office closed  

 SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3 

 Church Office closed     

 SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4 

   7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room 

 10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION   

   5:30 pm  NO evening classes or activities 

    

 

 

 

 

   

GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,  
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,  

EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,  
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to  

be the Church wherever we are.  

CONNECT 
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining  

us today. Feel free to bring your coffee 

into worship and make yourself 

comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear 

your head, and prepare your heart  

and mind to worship our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

Grace Church is committed to living 

authentically in relationship with God  

and others. Together we strive to meet 

the needs here and around the world.  

To learn more, grab a booklet from the 

desk in the foyer.  

 

If you would like us to follow up with  

you, feel free to fill out this form, tear  

it out and drop it at the Welcome 

Center or in the offering plate.  

 

today’s date   

 

name 

 

I am a guest of 

 

address 

 

 

 

phone 

 

phone (cell) 

 

email 
 

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus 
 Want to know more about Grace  

 Interested in joining a Home Community 

 Interested in serving at Grace (if so 
where?) __________________ 

 Address/info change 
 Add me to the church email list 

 Interested in baptism 

 Interested in membership 

NEW PHOTO DIRECTORY   

The new photo directory will be coming 

out in the near future. If you would like 

to be included in the directory, or if your 

info is incomplete or incorrect, email 

kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org. Need 

someone to take a quick picture of your 

household? Our next and LAST photo 

session will be February 11 after the 

service in the sanctuary by Miriam 

Simmel. You can also update or give us 

the information you would like to have 

in the directory at this time. If you’d like 

to provide your own picture, please 

bring it to the office or send it to the 

above email address. 
 

FATHER DAUGHTER RETREAT 
MARCH 9-11TH 

SAVE THE DATE! This retreat will be a 

great opportunity to build up your 

father/daughter relationship! You’ll have 

the chance to have one-on-one time 

with your daughter, action-packed 

adventure activities with the whole 

group, and a breakout session with 

fellow dads. Activities include a zip-line, 

rock climbing, drift trikes, sport courts, 

mountain bike trails, hiking, disc and 

mini golf. Pastor Ryan needs another 

dad to help with admin of this retreat. 

Please connect with him if you can 

help! More info to come. 
  

CB MEN'S EQUIPPING RETREAT 

February 9-10, at Tacoma Famous Daves 

and Bass Pro Shop. If you are looking to 

get next steps to help you reach your 

neighbor for Christ, then the Men's 

Equipping Retreat is for you. See Paul 

Lang for details. plang1A@comcast.net 

BUDGET THRU 2/14/2018 
We are -$18,320.00  below  
our anticipated YTD giving. 

BUDGET YTD    $ 323,053.20 
 GIVING YTD     $ 304,733.10 

We are at 94% of budget 
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