Gospel Centered Church: 1

What is a Home Community (HC)?
The focus of HCs is to develop a family of
servant missionaries that multiply. But
how can we do this like Jesus did with His
disciples?

GOD moves into the neighborhood through you
Imagine…attending a church business meeting…

Gospel Centered Church: GOD moves
into the neighborhood through you –
The Scriptures we look at each week have
the goal to empower groups to become
families serving each other and together
as missionaries (in your neighborhoods
and networks) to share the Gospel.

What should be the focus when we make our plans?

Scripture: Acts 1:6-11
Acts 1:6

Week 1: The Priority of Mission (read Acts 1:6-11)
1. Observation / Interpretation: What is the mission of the church
according to 1:8? (see also Matt. 28:19-20) Where does mission begin &
end according to Acts 1:8? What does “to the end of the earth” mean?
2. Interpretation: What is the link between the Holy Spirit and mission
according to 1:8?
3. Application: Imagine we were a missionary team that just moved to
Brazil (read all questions before answering): How would we approach
employment? What standard of living might we expect as missionaries?
What would we spend our time doing? What opportunities would we
look for? What would our prayers be like? What would we be trying to
do with new friends? How would we conduct our HC meetings? What’s
the difference between being a missionary team in Chile vs. a HC in
West Seattle, White Center, or Burien?

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at
this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for
you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
9

And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were
gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white
robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

The passing of the torch: Elijah and Elisha (2 Kings 2)
Children’s Church application: (Matt. 3:13-17; Heb. 4:14-15; 1 John 5:10-12)
1. Observation: What is the point of baptism? Is it necessary for salvation?
2. Interpretation: Why did Jesus “need to be baptized”? v.14
1

3. Application: This passage marks the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. What
do you believe about Jesus, the Son of God? 1 John 5: 10-12

This sermon series is inspired by a book meant for small group study titled Gospel
Centered Church: Becoming the Community God wants You to Be, by Steve Timmis and
Tim Chester. The sermons will be based on the Pastor’s research of each passage; the
questions and thrust of application for HCs will come from the book.

The role of the angels in Acts 1:

Mission is at the Center was Jesus final words: Matthew 28:19-20; Mark
16:15-16: Luke 24: John 21:21-22; Acts 1:8

1) To interpret for the disciples what just happened:

If you moved to Brazil with a group of Christians for the express purpose
of being a missionary team…how would you live?

2) To reassure them Jesus would return to restore the Kingdom:

 What criteria would you use to decide where to live?
 What standard of living would you expect as a missionary?
 Would you and your entire team expect to receive funds from a church
back in America to do missions?
 Since a majority of your team would work, how would you approach
secular employment?
 What would you spend your time doing?
 What opportunities would you be looking for?
 What would your prayers be like?
 What would you be trying to do with your new friends?
 What kind of team would you want around you?
 How would you conduct your Worship gatherings?
 How would you conduct your missional HC gatherings?
 How would you conduct your business and church planning meetings?

3) The reproach of the disciples for their inaction:

What’s the difference between overseas and right here?

BI: Mission is the central purpose of the church in this world.

Next Sunday: Breakfast Potluck / Church Business Meeting, 8:30am

JANUARY 1, 2017

LOVE God & people by praying for: Darrel Hayes (complications from a fall), Judy Cole (chronic my
myelomonocytic leukemia), Pam Linman (Breast cancer), Alan Thompson (ulcer), Emma & Liam
Yeager (preeclampsia complications & early birth), Margie Frye (Corneal transplant surgery
recovery), Johana Martinez (physical, emotional and spiritual health & wisdom for the doctors),
Debbie Fry (surgery recovery & ongoing appendiceal cancer treatment), the staff & elders of Grace
Church and the ongoing health needs of: Bill Hall, and Kim Smith (seizures).
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LOOKING AHEAD
January 8 ····················································· Winter Kick-off - 8:30am beginning with a potluck breakfast
January 11 ··················································· Shift Class Milestone 4
January 18, 25 ············································· Membership Class - rm 129
January 21 ··················································· Women’s Forum 8:30am - foyer
January 27-28 ·············································· Men’s Equip Retreat

CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.
If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 - NEW YEARS DAY
COMMUNION
10:00 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION - sanctuary
1st-5th grade will be dismissed
to Children’s Church
Kid’s bulletins available in the foyer

MONDAY, JANUARY 2
Church Office closed

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

6:30 pm NO Awana
6:30 pm Youth Group

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5
today’s date
name

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6
Church Office closed

I am a guest of
address

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7
Church Office closed

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8
phone

7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
8:30 am Winter Kick-off Potluck Breakfast
10:00 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION - sanctuary

phone (cell)
email










How to begin a relationship with Jesus
Want to know more about Grace
Interested in joining a Group
Interested in serving at Grace (if so
where?) __________________
Address/info change
Add me to the church email list
Interested in baptism
Interested in membership

BUDGET THRU 12/25/16
We are -$ 52,808.06 BELOW
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $299,527.50
GIVING YTD $246,719.44
We are at 82% of budget
GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

ESPRESSO MACHINE

ADVENTures in MISSION

Our 30 year old espresso machine is
beyond sensible repair, so it’s currently
being decommissioned. We are happy
to report that a newer machine is being
reconditioned and will be up and
running in a few weeks. We’re sorry for
the inconvenience this may cause.
There is still drip coffee available in the
south end of the foyer.

Join us this Advent us we renew the
Spirit of giving. We are partnering with
Adventures in Missions to provide
clean water in a Nicaraguan
community. Our goal this year is
$3000, so please prayerfully consider
how you can help. Donate via cash or
check made payable to Grace Church,
memo: Adventure, or through the
Grace Church website. Contact Pastor
Daniel for information.

BENEVOLENCE AT GRACE
Our heart is to help meet the basic and
unique needs of our church family
when a need arises. The benevolence
boxes are on the back walls next to the
doors in the sanctuary. The boxes are
designated strictly for benevolence. We
accept contributions anytime, however
we traditionally emphasize the first
Sunday of the month for benevolence.
Distribution of benevolence funds is
primarily to members/regular
attendees of Grace Church (Acts 6:1-7).
Funds also support our local Food Bank
and the Union Gospel Mission. We do
not give money to anyone who is not a
member/regular attender.

WINTER KICK-OFF NEXT WEEK
We are excited to start the New Year
with YOU, our Grace Church Family.
This is a quarterly time that we meet to
fellowship, share a meal together and
hear about what is going on here at
Grace this coming quarter. Please bring
a breakfast item to share, some-thing
yummy and healthy to start the new
year off right! See you at 8:30 am in
the foyer NEXT SUNDAY!

NEED KINDLING?
Magnum Power who is renting our
south lot, will be putting their 3’ minus
old power pole ends outside their
south parking lot fence. These make
excellent kindling – First come, first
serve. Please for safety, do not allow
children to climb on the wood.

PRAYER SUNDAYS / TUESDAYS:
You’re invited to join Pastor Ryan for
prayer on Sundays and Tuesdays at
7:00am. On Sundays we meet in the
Upper Room. On Tuesdays we meet in
the foyer. The purpose of this time is
to pray for revival in the hearts of
our people.

HOME COMMUNITY GROUPS
If you’ve been searching for a place to
connect, join a Home Community
group! Groups meet almost each day
of the week. Contact the church office
or you can find info on groups in the
Fall Booklet or on the Grace Church
website.

