Home Communities

of the Spirit in Corinth

Today’s Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1
A missional Home Community is: a small group that
meets regularly for the purpose of mutual edification
and the application of Scripture to be lived out as an
everyday community (Acts 2:42-47; Eph. 4:11-16).
The group functions as a mini-church with the leader
shepherding the group to become a family of servant
missionaries who make disciples that make disciples
and multiply (Matt 28:19-20; 1 Peter 2:9).

1 Corinthians 10:23

“All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things
are lawful,” but not all things build up. 24 Let no one seek his own good, but
the good of his neighbor. 25 Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any question on the ground of conscience. 26 For “the earth is
the Lord's, and the fullness thereof.” 27 If one of the unbelievers invites you
to dinner and you are disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you without raising any question on the ground of conscience. 28 But if someone
says to you, “This has been offered in sacrifice,” then do not eat it, for the
sake of the one who informed you, and for the sake of conscience— 29 I do
not mean your conscience, but his. For why should my liberty be
determined by someone else's conscience? 30 If I partake with thankfulness,
why am I denounced because of that for which I give thanks?

“From the core to the crowd.” – Joel Comiskey

31

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of
God. 32 Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just
as I try to please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own
advantage, but that of many, that they may be saved.

Questions:
1. Look at the Jesus Filter in the notes and run Jesus’ story through the filter
(see Matthew 9:9-13)
 How was Jesus thinking of filter #1 in Matt. 9?
 How was Jesus living by filter #2 in Matt. 9?
 How was Jesus making decisions according to filter #3 in Matt. 9?
 How was Jesus applying filter #4 in Matt. 9?
2. What morally neutral matters can you think of? As a group walk this
situation through this filter.
3. Do you struggle with sacrificing your own freedom for other’s best? How
might this be damaging to disciple-making?
4. Do you struggle with imposing restrictions concerning morally neutral
matters on others (just like the Pharisees)? How might this be damaging to
disciple-making?
5. What, ultimately, is the purpose of this entire conversation?

11:1

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.

 The two major questions of 1 Corinthians 8-10 –
1) “Can I go to a non-Christian religious event?”
2) “Can I eat food sold in the meat market from that event?”

 The main point of 1 Cor. 10 – you need a Jesus filter to figure it out:

What are the layers of the Jesus filter?

2) Concerning winning non-Christians (see 1 Cor. 10:23-30)

Run Decisions through a Jesus Filter

1 Corinthians 10:23

“All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things
are lawful,” but not all things build up. 24 Let no one seek his own good, but
the good of his neighbor.
25

Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any question on
the ground of conscience. 26 For “the earth is the Lord's, and the fullness
thereof.” 27 If one of the unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are
disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you without raising any question
on the ground of conscience. 28 But if someone says to you, “This has been
offered in sacrifice,” then do not eat it, for the sake of the one who
informed you, and for the sake of conscience— 29 I do not mean your
conscience, but his. For why should my liberty be determined by someone
else's conscience? 30 If I partake with thankfulness, why am I denounced
because of that for which I give thanks?

#1 Filter = “My goal in life is to win people to Christ and honor the Lord.”
(1 Corinthians 9:19-27)

#2 Filter = Warning: Immoral or Destructive behavior incurs God’s wrath
(9:27-10:12)

 The principle of restricting our own freedom has our 2 main goals in mind:
#3 Filter = “I’m free in Christ concerning Morally Neutral matters.” (10:23f.)

1) Our primary goal (see v. 31) = GOD’s glory
1 Corinthians 10:31

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God.

#4 Filter = “Because I love people & want to win them to Christ, therefore I
restrict my freedom based on other’s sensitivities.” (8:9-13 & 10:23-33)

2) Our secondary goal (see 10:32-11:1) = winning people to Christ
1 Corinthians 10:32

Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God,
just as I try to please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own
advantage, but that of many, that they may be saved.
33

― As you achieve the secondary goal you elevate the primary goal.
Therefore...

 The above has in mind non-Christians & building up those who are “weak”:
1) Concerning those who are weak (see 1 Cor. 8:9 & 10:23)
1 Corinthians 8:9

Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not
become a stumbling block to the weak.

1 Corinthians 10:23

“All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things
are lawful,” but not all things build up.

11:1

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.
― “Be imitators of me” = “Follow me” = disciple-making

BI: Disciple-Making requires a Jesus Filter of Decision-Making to glorify GOD.
― See Jesus’ example (Matt. 9:9-13 in light of our filter)

January 14, 2018

At Grace Church, we strive to
reflect God’s character through
authentic relationships. That is
impossible without trust. Biblical
communication skills are critical
to establish trust in community.
But what does that look like?
What scriptures guide us in using
our words in healthy ways?

Find out Saturday, 8:30am on
January 20 at our Women’s Forum
on Biblical communication. We
promise great food, foundational
teaching, and an encounter with
God’s people that will bring Him
glory and transform relationships.

PLEASE RSVP TO THE OFFICE.

LOVE God & people by praying for: Margie Fry (constant nausea & vision loss), Judy Cole (chemo for
CMML (leukemia)), Jan Linville (bladder healing), Ken Stalling (stroke recovery), Kim Smith (healing from
seizures), staff & elders of Grace Church, safety during Sunday activities at Grace. And the ongoing
health needs of Bill Hall.

LOOKING AHEAD
Jan 20 .......................... Women’s Forum - communication 8:30-11:30am
Jan 26 .......................... Parent Night Out 5-9pm
Jan 27 .......................... GriefShare Luncheon - 11am room 123
Jan 28 .......................... Change Offering - to benefit Summer Camp for kids
Feb 9-10 ...................... CB Northwest Men’s Equip - Tacoma
Feb 14.......................... ASH WEDNESDAY
February 18 ................. High School Girls Galintines Party 7:30pm
Feb 19.......................... PRESIDENTS DAY - OFFICE IS CLOSED
Feb 19.......................... Youth Boys Snowshoe Trip
Feb 24.......................... GriefShare session begins
March 17 ..................... Community Day
Dr. Ryan Faust - Senior Pastor
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org
or his blog: prfaust.wordress.com

Pastor Jerry Buell - Admin Pastor
jerryb@gracechurchseattle.org

Kathie Varney - Exec Admin
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org

Victoria Scott - Children’s Ed. Admin
victorias@gracechurchseattle.org

Pastor Lucas Fennell - Youth Pastor
lucasf@gracechurchseattle.org

GRACE CHURCH 10323 28TH AVE SW SEATTLE, WA 98146 (206) 937 -8400

GRACECHURCHSEATTLE.ORG

CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.
If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 14
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
9:00 am KICK-OFF BREAKFAST POTLUCK
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Classes provided downstairs for
nursery through 3rd grade

12 noon Elder & Pastor Q & A - room 129
12 noon RAT Meeting - conference room
5:30 pm Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Classes
7:00 pm High School Youth Group

MONDAY, JANUARY 15
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

name
I am a guest of
address

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

8:30 am Hands on Ministry

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18
1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study- Faust House

FRIDAY, JANUARY 19
Church Office closed

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20
Church Office closed

8:30 am Women’s Forum - foyer

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21
phone
phone (cell)

7:00 am
10:30 am
5:30 pm
7:00 pm

Prayer in the Upper Room
WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Classes
High School Youth Group

email

BUDGET THRU 2/7/2017

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus
 Want to know more about Grace
 Interested in joining a Home Community
 Interested in serving at Grace (if so

We are -$14,418.05 below
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $ 301,516.32
GIVING YTD $ 287,098.17
We are at 95% of budget

where?) __________________

 Address/info change
 Add me to the church email list
 Interested in baptism
 Interested in membership

GIVING STATEMENTS IN THE FOYER

The new photo directory will be coming
out in a few months! If you would like to
be included in this published directory,
or if your info is incomplete or incorrect,
please email Kathie at the office at
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org. You
can also update your information and
have a photo taken NEXT Sunday
January 21 after the service by Miriam
Simmel. If you’d like to provide your
own picture, please bring it to the office
or send it to the above email address.

Please pick up your giving statements in
the foyer today, even if you don’t need
it. If you have questions about it, please
contact Jan Peterson at (206) 718-3206
or janp4735@gmail.com.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 16

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm
today’s date

NEW PHOTO DIRECTORY

GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

ADVENT CONSPIRACY

PARENT NIGHT OUT
Parents, enjoy a night out while we have
a blast with your kids! 5-9pm on Fri Jan
26. Dinner, games, and fun provided.
$15 per kid or $25/family. Sign up in the
foyer! Interested in serving our young
families that night? Sign-up to volunteer
in the foyer or talk to Victoria.

spend less - give more - worship fully

EVERY YEAR Grace Church chooses a
missional fundraising project during the
season of Advent. This year, Grace Youth
raised funds to build a house in Mexico
in 2018. The cost of the house is $5,000.
As of January 7th, we have raised
$2,945.51 toward building the house.

PASTOR JERRY’S RETIREMENT
We are announcing the retirement of our
dear friend and beloved associate pastor,
Jerry Buell. We all recognize Jerry for his
unconditional dedication, grace, endless
energy and awesome high-fives. He will
be deeply missed, but we are thankful to
have been blessed with 7 years of serving
Jesus along-side our brother Jerry and his
wife, Debbie. His accomplishments will
always be here to remind us of how
important he has been to our faith
community. Pastor Jerry’s official
retirement will be the end of March.

Q & A WITH ELDERS & PASTORS
TODAY AT NOON IN 129. Join us!

VOLUNTEERS AT THE LIND’S
We want to say a big THANK YOU to the
20+ volunteers who showed up at Larry
& Nancy Lind’s to tear out existing sheetrock & walls to transform their single
level garage into living quarters for
them. As many of you may know, Larry
Lind has been pretty much housebound
for the last year or so. Those who
volunteered took the opportunity to
serve this family – Way to go!

CHANGE OFFERING
Do you have loose change collecting
around your home? Would you like to
donate it to a good cause? Bring it the
morning of the 28th! All proceeds from
this change offering help to offset the cost
of summer camp for 4th-8th graders.

MEN’S HC EQUIP JAN 28 @ 9AM
Men’s HC Equip monthly meetings will
begin again Sunday morning, Jan 28 at
9am. Please see Pastor Ryan for the
reading assignment and questions.

