Home Communities

of the Holy Spirit in Corinth

Building Christ-centered family in missional community

Today’s Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31
Testimonies: Does anyone want to share how the Holy
Spirit worked in your life this past week as a direct
result of depending on the Spirit more instead of
depending on yourself?

1 Cor. 12:12

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one
13
body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form
one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the
14
one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.
15

Prayer: Similar to last week, spend a moment as a
group in prayer and silent repentance of anything that
would distract, then ask the Holy Spirit to work in you
tonight. Specifically:

Read 1 Cor. 12:13 – what’s the difference between:


“Baptism of the Spirit” vs. “given one Spirit to drink”?

Read 1 Cor. 12:12-26 – The “body” analogy:



What is the main point?
What or whom knits us together?

Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the
16
body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. And if the ear
should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not
17
for that reason stop being part of the body. If the whole body were an eye,
where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where
18
would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has placed the parts in the body,
19
every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part,
20
where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
21

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say
22
to the feet, “I don’t need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body that
23
seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less
honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable
24
are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no special
treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts
25
that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its
26
parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part
suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
27

Read 1 Cor. 12:8-10 & 28 – Application: (In conjunction with Red, Green, Blue)



Does anyone here think they have one of these gifts? (see p. 3) If so,
what gift do you think you have and why?
How might each of these gifts be used in this group regularly?

28

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And God
has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers,
then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different
29
kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all
30
work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all
31
interpret? Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. And yet I will show you the
most excellent way.

What is the point of the work of the Spirit among us?
Concluding Note: In the weeks to come you will be encouraged to actively exercise
your spiritual gift in Home Community. To do so in a biblical way requires three
things: (1) only a born again believer in Jesus has a spiritual gift(s); (2) love is the
ultimate test of the work of the Spirit among us for our common good; and (3)
pride will snuff out the work of the Spirit among us.

BI: It is necessary for the Spirit to work in a diverse group to operate as one.

I.

Spiritual baptism and its ongoing effects (12:12-14)

1 Cor. 12:12

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one
13
body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form
one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the
14
one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.



“Baptized by one Spirit”? (see Luke 3:16; Acts 1:5; Rom. 8:9)
“Given the one Spirit to drink”? (see John 4:13-14)

III. What are the different “parts”? (12:27-30)
12:27

28

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And God
has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers,
then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different
29
kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all
30
work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all
interpret?


1

Different offices (12:28):
― Apostles – only in the early church = Apostolic authority



― Prophets – leaders in terms of preaching / evangelism

Why grammar matters  once-for-all with continuing affects

― Teachers – leaders in terms of teaching / preaching


What’s the purpose? To form one body...


II.

What’s the point of the “body” analogy? (12:15-26)

12:15

Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the
16
body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. And if the ear
should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not
17
for that reason stop being part of the body. If the whole body were an eye,
where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where
18
would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has placed the parts in the body,
19
every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part,
20
where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body.


2

Different spiritual gifts (12:8-10, 28-29):
― Word of Knowledge (v. 8) – in terms of Scripture / theology
― Word of wisdom (v. 8) – skillful application of knowledge
― Administration (v. 28) – steering a ship
― Faith (v. 9) – that reassures confidence in God’s will
― Healing (vv. 9 & 28) – physical healing
― Miracles (v. 10 & 28) – supernatural works
― Prophecy (vv. 10 & 28) – speaking truth from God
― Discernment (v. 10) – between truth & error

God deliberately created us to be interdependent.

― Kinds of Tongues (vv. 10 & 28) – in terms of language


Christianity is unique: individuality + interdependence in Christ



But we are called to take this one step further...

― Interpretation of Tongues (vv. 10 & 29) – translation
― Teaching (v. 28) – speaking gift to explain Scripture
― Evangelism (v. 28) – in terms of prophesying / teaching
― Guidance (v. 28) – wise counsel / shepherding

21

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say
22
to the feet, “I don’t need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body that
23
seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less
honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable
24
are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no special
treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts
25
that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its
26
parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part
suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

IV. The point? (12:31)
1 Cor. 12:31

Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. And yet I will show you the most
excellent way.
1
2

See also Ephesians 4:11-12; Titus 1:5; 1 Tim. 3:1; 1 Peter 5:1-2
See also Romans 12:5-8

WELCOME Mark and Jill Elefritz: Mark is here this week and next to candidate for
Associate Pastor of Discipleship and Missional Home Communities. Pastor Mark has been
a missionary to Zambia and a Senior Pastor. He has a MDiv from Multnomah and a DMin
from Western Seminary. His Doctoral Thesis in in discipleship. He likes coffee and playing
guitar. He and Jill like to garden together. Jill has worked in ministry before and has
recently worked with refugees from Africa in the Portland area. We believe Mark and Jill
will make a fine addition to the Grace Church team.

CANDIDATION WEEK:

Pastor Mark Elefritz and his wife, Jill

FEB 11
•
•
•
•

Mark & Jill at HC Equip - 9am
Introduction during worship service
Q & A room 129 after worship
Meet with “Hospitality” Team - 4p

FEB 12-15
• Meetings with staff & Pastors
• Mission Committee 4pm Thursday
• They will attend a few HCs

FEB 18
• Coffee w. Mark & Jill 9:30a in foyer
• Preach on February 18
• Vote of affirmation
What is “Candidation”?
This means we have narrowed down to one man we desire to be our Associate Pastor.
LOVE God & people by praying for: Colette Saunders (passing of her father), Margie Fry
(constant nausea & vision loss), Judy Cole (chemo for CMML (leukemia)), Jan Linville (bladder
healing), Ken Stalling (stroke recovery), Kim Smith (healing from seizures), staff & elders of Grace
Church, safety during Sunday activities at Grace. And the ongoing health needs of Bill Hall.

LOOKING AHEAD
Feb 14 ......................... ASH WEDNESDAY - Lent begins
Feb 18 ......................... Girls Galentine’s Party for Jr. & Sr. High Girls 7:30pm
Feb 19 ......................... PRESIDENTS DAY - OFFICE IS CLOSED
Feb 19 ......................... Youth Boys Snowshoe Trip
Feb 24 ......................... GriefShare session begins
March 9-11 ................. Father & Daughter Retreat
March 17 ..................... Community Day
May 18-20 ................... Women’s Retreat
Dr. Ryan Faust - Senior Pastor
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org
or his blog: prfaust.wordress.com

Pastor Jerry Buell - Admin Pastor
jerryb@gracechurchseattle.org

Kathie Varney - Exec Admin
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org

Victoria Scott - Children’s Ed. Admin
victorias@gracechurchseattle.org

Pastor Lucas Fennell - Youth Pastor
lucasf@gracechurchseattle.org
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CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.
If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
9:00 am HC Leaders Meeting - upper room
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION
12:00 pm Q & A w/Pastors & Elders room 129
12:00 pm RAT meeting - conference room
5:30 pm Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Classes
7:00 pm High School Youth Group

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

8:30 am Hands on Ministry

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study- Faust House
today’s date
name
I am a guest of
address

phone

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16
Church Office closed

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Church Office closed

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION
business meeting to follow - pls pick up kids prior
5:30 pm Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Classes
7:00 pm High School Youth Group

phone (cell)
email

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus
 Want to know more about Grace
 Interested in joining a Home Community
 Interested in serving at Grace (if so
where?) __________________

 Address/info change
 Add me to the church email list
 Interested in baptism
 Interested in membership

Q & A WITH ELDERS & PASTORS
TODAY AT NOON IN 129. Join us!
Meet Pastor Mark & his wife, Jill

BUDGET THRU 2/04/2018
We are -$ 15,422.80 below
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $ 344,590.08
GIVING YTD $ 329,167.17
We are at 96% of budget
GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

NEW PHOTO DIRECTORY
The new photo directory will be coming
out in the near future. If you would like
to be included in the directory, or if your
info is incomplete or incorrect, email
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org. Need
someone to take a quick picture of your
household? Our LAST photo session will
be TODAY after the service in the
sanctuary by Miriam Simmel. You can
also update or give us the information
you would like to have in the directory.
If you’d like to provide your own picture,
please bring it to the office or send it to
the above email address.

FATHER DAUGHTER RETREAT
MARCH 9-11TH
SAVE THE DATE! ! Father-Daughter
retreat is a blast every year. You’ll have
the chance for one-on-one time with
your daughter, action-packed adventure
activities with the whole group, and
breakout sessions with fellow dads.
Activities include zip-line, rock climbing,
drift trikes, sport courts, mountain bike
trails, hiking, disc and mini golf. Sign up
online for $250 per father-daughter pair,
or through Grace Church for $225 per
pair. See William George in foyer for
details. Deadline for registration through
Grace is February 25th. After that,
through the website https://
blackdiamond.org/fall-spring/
programmed-retreats.php. Deposits
accepted with full payment by March 4.

PRE-K TEACHERS NEEDED
Do you love preschoolers and have a
heart to serve? We are in need of
teachers for our Pre-K class on Sunday
mornings! Please talk to Victoria if the
Lord leads you to this area of ministry.
Contact her at the church office (206)
937-8400 if you have questions. THANKS
to some generous volunteers, this class
has resumed for the month of Feb!
Future volunteers are still needed.

GRIEFSHARE BEGINS FEB 24
GriefShare is a 13 week seminar and
support group designed to help you
after the loss of a loved one. This caring
group will walk along side you through
one of life’s most difficult experiences.
Our next session begins Sat Feb 24 from
10am to 12 noon in room 123. You are
welcome to begin the GriefShare group
at any session. Each is “self-contained,”
so you don’t have to attend in sequence.
You’ll find help and encouragement
whenever you begin. Contact Barb (206)
932-7459 with questions and for info.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
The office is in need of reception
volunteers to answer phones and
welcome guests. 3 hours per day, M-Th,
1 day or multiple days per week; whatever works for your schedule. Please
contact Kathie at the church office.

HOME COMMUNITY GROUPS
If you’ve been searching for a place to
connect, join a Home Community group!
Groups meet almost each day of the
week. Contact the church office or you
can find info on groups in the Booklet or
call the church office.

