Home Communities

Peace – Jesus Redeems despite your Past

Why this sermon series?
Christmas Time: is the perfect time for your group throw a party and even invite a
friends and neighbors.

 Genealogy = like a resume to prove Jesus birth lines up with prophecy:
 Son of Abraham = father of our faith (Gen. 12:1-3)
 Son of David = in line to be Christ (2 Sam. 7:11-16)

Questions:

1) What makes you anxious, especially this season in life?
2) Read Joshua 2:1-7  what would be a modern day equivalent to this?
 Would you have done the same as Rahab? Why or why not?

 Scandal surrounding 5 women of Jesus’ family:
 Tamar (v. 3, see Genesis 38)
 Rahab (v. 5, see Joshua 2)

3) Read Joshua 2:9-11  what was Rahab’s heart motives for her actions
according to these verses?

4) What is going on in your heart when you face anxiety?

5) Read Philippians 4:4-7  what is the solution to controlling our heart
and mind to gain peace that surpasses understanding?

-

Ruth (v. 5, see Ruth 3)

-

Bathsheba (v. 6, see 2 Samuel 11)

-

Mary (v. 16, see rest of Matthew 1)

 The fact these women were honored shows us:
1) Jesus’ story is grounded in history.
2) These women represent the people Jesus came to save.
3) The Gospel is offered to non-Jewish people.

Key Application: During the Christmas season, often people have anxiousness
or disappointment. May you approach Christmas differently this year. May
the story of Rahab and her faith motivate us to apply Philippians 4:4-7 to
overcome anxiousness and disappointment.

Q: Are you anxious?

II. Anxiety of war (Joshua 2)
 Backstory: Israel miraculously delivered out of slavery.

III. How can you have peace in the world we live in? (Philippians 4:4-7)
 Being “in Christ” provides peace that surpasses understanding.

― GOD reined 10 plagues on Egypt, “Let my people go.”
― GOD split the Red Sea (Ex. 14)
― Fear went before the Israelites. Not messing with men, but GOD.

 GOD told Israel to take the Promised Land (Joshua 2)

 How to experience GOD’s peace (Hebrews 11:29-31)

― Rahab the prostitute, a Canaanite, risked her life (2:1-7)
― Rahab explained why she risked (2:8-13)
― The Israelites accepted her despite her background (2:14)

 The Scarlet Cord (Joshua 2:15-21) – what does it represent?

 What does “by faith” mean? (James 2:18-26)

― The cord was literal, but it represents an outward sign of faith.

 The battle of Jericho (instructions about Rahab, Joshua 6:17)
― Her house was “built into the wall” (2:15)

 How does this relate to Christmas?

― The walls fell outward, miraculously (6:20)

 Rahab’s home was still standing, miraculously (Joshua 6:22-25)
― Being in the house represents being “in Christ” by faith.

BI: Anyone can dwell in Christ to experience peace that surpasses understanding

Children & Middle School Youth,
come join us on December 17
from 5:30-7pm for a Kid’s & Youth
Christmas Party! It will be a joyful,
fun-filled evening of music, games
& ice cream! Bring a friend
and dressed for ACTIVE FUN!

LOOKING AHEAD
Dec 17 ..................... K-5th Christmas Program during the corporate worship service
Dec 17 ..................... Children & Youth Christmas Party 5:30pm
Dec 24 ..................... Christmas Eve Service 5pm
Dec 25 ..................... Christmas Day
Dec 28-29 ................ Winter Youth High School Retreat - Jantzen Beach Portland
Jan 1 ........................ New Year’s Day
Feb 9-10 .................. CB Northwest Men’s Equip - Tacoma
LOVE God & people by praying for: Margie Fry (constant nausea & vision loss), Judy Cole (chemo for
CMML(leukemia)), Jan Linville (bladder healing), Ken Stalling (stroke recovery), Kim Smith (healing from
seizures), staff & elders of Grace Church, safety during Sunday activities at Grace. And the ongoing
health needs of Bill Hall.
Pastor Ryan Faust - Senior Pastor
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org
or his blog: prfaust.wordress.com
Pastor Lucas Fennell - Youth Pastor
lucasf@gracechurchseattle.org

Pastor Jerry Buell - Admin Pastor
jerryb@gracechurchseattle.org

Kathie Varney - Exec Admin
kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org

Victoria Scott - Children’s Ed. Admin
victorias@gracechurchseattle.org
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CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.
If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.
today’s date
name

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION
K-5th dismissed to Kid’s Church downstairs
Kid’s bulletins available in the foyer

5:30 pm Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Classes
7:00 pm High School Youth Group

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

9:30 am Mama Tribe - Li l Bug Studio

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study- Faust House

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8
Church Office closed

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9
I am a guest of
address

phone
phone (cell)
email

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus
 Want to know more about Grace
 Interested in joining a Home Community
 Interested in serving at Grace (if so

Church Office closed

10:00 am GriefShare - room 123

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
7:00 am
10:30 am
5:30 pm
7:00 pm

Prayer in the Upper Room
WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Classes
High School Youth Group
BUDGET THRU 11/26/2017
We are -$17,052.54 below
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $ 236,905.68
GIVING YTD $ 219,853.06
We are at 93% of budget

where?) __________________

 Address/info change
 Add me to the church email list
 Interested in baptism
 Interested in membership

GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

K-5th CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

Families of K-5th Graders, we will be
doing a lighthearted Christmas program
on December 17 during the worship
service. Kindergarten through 5th grade
practices will be during Children’s Church
with a final rehearsal on December 17 at
9:00am. Questions? See Pastor Lucas or
call the office (206) 937-8400.

Would you be willing to minister to our
young families on the evening of Dec 24?
We need 4-5 people to spend time with
our babies through 3 year olds during
our 5pm Christmas Eve Service. If you’re
available, please talk to Victoria at the
church office at (206) 937- 8400 or
victorias@gracechurchseattle.org.

4TH & 5TH GRADE STUDENTS
TODAY through the 17th, 4th and 5th
graders are encouraged to join us for
Children’s Church downstairs. We will be
spending these weeks preparing for
Christmas, and practicing for a K-5th
Christmas program on Dec. 17.

HIGH SCHOOL WINTER YOUTH
CELEBRATION DEC 27-30
Register NOW for ‘THREADS’ this year’s
High School Winter Youth celebration
Dec 28-30 (Thursday through Saturday)
at the Jantzen Beach Red Lion Hotel in
Portland, Oregon. Late registration is
$192 (Unless you participated in the
Youth Auction then it will be less). We
will meet at the church 7am on Thursday
Dec 27.You will need to bring enough
money for your own food and $20 for
organized dinners. Registration covers
the cost of housing at the Red Lion
Hotel, conference and booklets.

PRE-K TEACHERS NEEDED
Do you love preschoolers and have a
heart to serve? We are in need of
teachers for our Pre-K class on Sunday
mornings! Membership required,
monthly rotation. Please talk to Victoria
if the Lord leads, or contact her at (206)
937-8400 if you have any questions.

VISTA MISSIONS OPPORTUNITY
Vista Missions needs volunteers to join a
Vision and Dental team for April 21-29, 2018
in Teacapan, Mexico, a small fishing town on
the coast of Mexico. The free clinic will help
a new and growing church serve their
community and reach them with the Gospel.
Total cost: $1,000. Contact Carolyn Watson
for details: vistamissions@gmail.com or call
(206) 225-3753. AND if you have any
prescription glasses around that you are no
longer using, there is a donation box in the
North foyer area, on the bookcase.

GRACE DBR CHALLENGE
The Grace DBR Challenge is for those who
will accept the challenge of reading through
their Bible in one year. It’s a great way to
deepen your personal relationship with
Jesus and live out the life God has given you.
Those who sign up will read their Bibles daily
according to the Bible Gateway reading plan
found at biblegateway.com/reading-plans/.
When you click ‘subscribe’ under the
heading ‘Old/New Testament’, you choose
when to start and give your email address to
get reminders. If doing this online is a
problem, contact Paul Lang and he will
provide a less technical way to do it. See
Paul Lang in the foyer after church through
December for further details or call Paul at
(206) 240-8528 or email him at
plang1a@yahoo.com.

