
Jesus’ Prodigal GOD 

 
Scripture Reading: Luke 15:11-32 

Luke 15:11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger 
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is 
coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days 
later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far 
country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living.14 And when 
he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he 
began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the 
citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And 
he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave 
him anything. 

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired 
servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I 
will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 And he arose and came to 
his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said 
to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring 
quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat 
and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, 
and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 

25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and 
asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has 
come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received 
him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His 
father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, ‘Look, 
these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, 
yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my 
friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property 
with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, 
‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to 
celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was 
lost, and is found.’” 

I. “The Prodigal Son” 
 

Prodigal  a reckless spendthrift  
 
A. The younger brother (15:11-24)  

 
Demands – “give me my inheritance” (v. 12) = “I wish you were dead”  
 
Normal Middle Eastern Patriarch Response = drive son away in anger 

 
But, father divided his “property” = bion = means of subsistence  
 
The compassionate proactive father (v. 20)  saw, ran, embraced, 
kissed 
Normal Middle Eastern Patriarch Response  EARN BACK status  
 
“Bring quickly my best robe...ring...and sandals.” (v. 22) = forgiveness 
 
“And bring the fattened calf...let us eat...celebrate.” (v. 23) – feed 50-75  

 
 

B. The elder brother (15:25-32)  
 

The son said, “Look...” (v. 29) – his heart is distant from the father   
 

Luke 15:32  “...these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your 
command, yet you never gave me a young goat that I might celebrate with 
my friends.  But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your 
property with prostitutes, you killed a fattened calf for him!” 

 
He accuses the father of being a prodigal 
 
Normal Middle Eastern Patriarch Response  disown  

 
Luke 15:32 “It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, 

and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”   

 
II. Accusations against Jesus (15:1-2) 

 
 

BI: Jesus, “Take on the Father’s heart & join me as I disciple prodigals.” 
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LOVE God & people by praying for: Margie Fry (constant nausea & vision loss), Judy Cole (chemo for 

CMML (leukemia)), Jan Linville (bladder healing), Ken Stalling (stroke recovery), Kim Smith (healing from 

seizures), staff & elders of Grace Church, safety during Sunday activities at Grace. And the ongoing 

health needs of Bill Hall.  

LOOKING AHEAD 
Jan 1 ............................ New Year’s Day (office is closed) 

Jan 7 ............................ Classes for Adults, children and Youth resume Sunday evening at 5:30pm 

Jan 14 .......................... Winter Kick-Off Potluck Breakfast - 9am 

Jan 20 .......................... Women’s Forum - communication  8:30-11:30am 

Jan 26 .......................... Parent Night Out 5-9pm 

Feb 9-10 ...................... CB Northwest Men’s Equip - Tacoma 

Feb 14 ......................... ASH WEDNESDAY 

Feb 19 ......................... PRESIDENTS DAY - OFFICE IS CLOSED 

Feb 24 ......................... GriefShare session begins 

March 17 .................... Community Day 

 

D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 1 7  

 



ADVENT CONSPIRACY 
spend less - give more - worship fully 

EVERY YEAR Grace Church chooses a 

missional fundraising project during the 

season of Advent. This year, Grace Youth 

will be raising funds to build a house in 

Mexico in 2018. The cost of the house is 

$5,000. As of Dec 24, we have $2,401.  
 

Women’s Forum Jan 22 @8:30am 
At Grace Church, we strive to reflect 

God’s character through authentic 

relationships. That is impossible without 

trust. Biblical communication skills are 

critical to establishing trust in community. 

But what does that look like?  What 

scriptures guide us in using our words in 

healthy ways? Find out Jan. 22 at our 

Women’s Forum on Communication. We 

promise great food, foundational 

teaching, and an encounter with God’s 

people that will bring Him glory and 

transform relationships. 
 

GRACE DBR CHALLENGE 
The Grace DBR Challenge is for those who 

will accept the challenge of reading 

through their Bible in one year. It’s a 

great way to deepen your personal 

relationship with Jesus and live out the 

life God has given you. Those who sign up 

will read their Bibles daily according to 

the Bible Gateway reading plan found at 

biblegateway.com/reading-plans/. When 

you click ‘subscribe’ under the heading 

‘Old/New Testament’, you choose when 

to start and give your email address to 

get reminders. If doing this online is a 

problem, contact Paul Lang and he will 

provide a less technical way to do it. See 

Paul in the foyer for details or call (206) 

240-8528 or plang1a@yahoo.com. 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 - NEW YEARS EVE 

  9:00 am Prayer in the Conference Room 

10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION      

   Childcare provided downstairs for  

   nursery through 3 yrs. 

   NO EVENING CLASSES 

 MONDAY, JANUARY 1 - NEW YEARS DAY 

Church Office closed 

 TUESDAY, JANUARY 2 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm 

 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm    

  8:30 am Hands on Ministry 

 THURSDAY, JANUARY 4 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm   

  1:30 pm Women’s Bible Study- Faust House  

 FRIDAY, JANUARY 5 

Church Office closed  

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 6 

 Church Office closed     

 SUNDAY, JANUARY 7 

  7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room 

10:30 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION   

  5:30 pm   Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Classes 

  7:00 pm High School Youth Group 

 

 

 

 

   

GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,  
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,  

EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,  
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to  

be the Church wherever we are.  

CONNECT 
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining  

us today. Feel free to bring your coffee 

into worship and make yourself 

comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear 

your head, and prepare your heart  

and mind to worship our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

Grace Church is committed to living 

authentically in relationship with God  

and others. Together we strive to meet 

the needs here and around the world.  

To learn more, grab a booklet from the 

desk in the foyer.  

 

If you would like us to follow up with  

you, feel free to fill out this form, tear  

it out and drop it at the Welcome 

Center or in the offering plate.  

 

today’s date   

 

name 

 

I am a guest of 

 

address 

 

 

 

phone 

 

phone (cell) 

 

email 
 

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus 
 Want to know more about Grace  

 Interested in joining a Home Community 

 Interested in serving at Grace (if so 
where?) __________________ 

 Address/info change 
 Add me to the church email list 

 Interested in baptism 

 Interested in membership 

NEW PHOTO DIRECTORY   
The new photo directory will be coming 

out in a few months. If you would like to 

be included in this published directory, 

or if your info is incomplete or incorrect, 

please email Kathie at the office at 

kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org.  You 

can also update your information and 

have a photo taken on Sunday Jan 21 

after the service by Miriam Simmel. If 

you’d like to provide your own current 

picture, please bring it to the office or 

send it to the above email address. 
 

PRE-K TEACHERS NEEDED 
Do you love preschoolers and have a 

heart to serve? We are in need of 

teachers for our Pre-K class on Sunday 

mornings! Membership required, 

monthly rotation. Please talk to Victoria 

if the Lord leads, or contact her at (206) 

937-8400 if you have any questions. 
 

ONLINE GIVING  
For those giving their tithes and offerings 

online, we ask you to consider setting up 

a bank transfer rather than using a debit 

or credit card for your online giving. As 

we work to be good stewards of the 

funds you donate to Grace, the actual 

costs to process a credit or debit card 

can be anywhere from 2% for debit cards 

to over 4% per transaction for credit 

cards. With a bank transfer, it is only 1% 

plus .29 per transaction.  
 

BAPTISM & MEMBERSHIP  
For anyone who would like to become a 

member of Grace Church or be baptized, 

please contact Pastor Ryan Faust at the 

church office (206) 937-8400. 

BUDGET THRU 12/24/2017 
We are -$19,239.83 below  
our anticipated YTD giving. 

BUDGET YTD    $ 279,979.44 
 GIVING YTD     $  260,739.52 

We are at 93% of budget 
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