
Building Family in Home Community (HC) 
 

The focus of HCs this fall is developing a Family 
of Servant Missionaries.  Through our activities 
and meetings let us think through: How can 
we build a family environment like Jesus did 
with His disciples? 
 
Ephesians: to help become a Family of Servant 
Missionaries, we will study Ephesians.  The 
questions will focus on basic Bible study 
methods: Observation, Interpretation, and 
Application. 
 
Our goal each week is the Application of God’s 
word in community. 

 
 
Scripture: Read Matthew 1:18-25 and John 1:1-18 
 

1. Observation: What is the main point of each passage? What do you 
observe is the difference between the two passages?  

 
2. Interpretation: What is Matthew trying to say vs. what is John trying 

to say? (Focus on John’s theological explanation) 
 
3. Application: If John is saying, “GOD moved into the neighborhood to 

reveal Himself to humanity in a way we can understand,” and if 
Christians are supposed to imitate God, then what are we supposed 
to do with this information? (i.e., So what? Who cares?) 

 
 

Children’s Church application questions: 
Matthew 2:1-12 
1. What is Herod worried about? Why does he want to “worship the 

king”? (see v.8) 
2. The “wise men” are Gentiles. Why are they coming to worship the 

King of the Jews? 
3. The “wise men” brought their gifts to Jesus. What unique gifts do 

you have to give God today? (In other words, how can you do 
something special to worship God and help others do the same?) 

 
Advent means “GOD missionally moved into the neighborhood” – 

 The LORD had made a Covenant Promise with Abraham (2100 BC) 

Genesis 17:7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 

 The LORD reiterated the Covenant Promise to Moses (1400 BC) 

Exodus 6:7 I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall 
know that I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from under 
the burdens of the Egyptians. 

 The LORD communicated with Israel at the “tent of meeting” 

Exodus 29:42 It [a lamb] shall be a regular burnt offering throughout your 
generations at the entrance of the tent of meeting before the LORD, 
where I will meet with you, to speak to you there. 43 There I will meet 
with the people of Israel, and it shall be sanctified by my glory. 44 I will 
consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar. Aaron also and his sons I 
will consecrate to serve me as priests. 45 I will dwell among the people of 
Israel and will be their God.  

 The LORD said He would come missionally dwell with humanity (520 BC) 

Zechariah 2:10 Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for behold, I come and I will 
dwell in your midst, declares the LORD. 11 And many nations shall join 
themselves to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people. And I will 
dwell in your midst, and you shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent 
me to you. 

 The LORD sent His Son to communicate with us more fully (4BC-33AD) 

Hebrews 1:1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by 
his Son… 



GOD missionally sent Jesus “to save us from our sin” – 

Matthew 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together 
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband 
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 
divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, 
do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
    and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  

24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had 
given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

 

 

GOD missionally “moved into the neighborhood” to dwell with man – 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were 
made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made… 

  

 

 
 “Word” = logos  reason, self-disclosure, the Active Speaking Agent 

of God whose power was seen in Creation, Prophecy, & Salvation. 

“In short, God’s ‘Word’ in the Old Testament is his powerful self-
expression in creation, revelation and salvation, and the personification 
of that ‘Word’ makes it suitable for John to apply it as a title to God’s 
ultimate self-disclosure, the person of his own Son.” – D.A. Carson 

 

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth…   

 
 The Word “became flesh” = was “in-fleshed”  in-carnated, this is 

the personification of the Word in flesh and blood. 
o The Word existed “pre-incarnate” – 

 Angel of the LORD 
 Burning Bush 
 Theophany 
 Prophetic Voice 
 Sound of GOD 

 
 And “dwelt among us” = “tabernacle”  “tent of meeting” – the 

person through which we could see His glory and meet with God. 
o To tabernacle means to “move into the neighborhood” 

 God did this to know us 
 God did this to make Himself fully known 
 God did this to save us 
 God did this to win us instead of coerce us 

 
 Full of “grace and truth” = Covenantal language  Exodus 34:5-7 

o Truth = Covenant faithfulness 
 True to His Covenant Promise 
 Faithful to save 

o Grace = Covenant love 
 Mercy 
 That which causes joy 

 

John 1:18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's 
side, he has made him known. 

 “made God known” = the Word fully disclosed God to humanity 

 

 

BI: If GOD moved into the neighborhood for mission, so should we. 
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LOOKING AHEAD 
December 25 ··············································· Christmas Day Morning worship - 10am 

Dec 28-30 ···················································· Winter Youth Retreat -  Portland, OR 

January 8 ····················································· Winter Kick-off - 8:30am beginning with a potluck breakfast 

January 11 ··················································· Shift Class Milestone 4 

January 18, 25 ············································· Membership Class - rm 129 

January 21 ··················································· Women’s Forum 8:30am - foyer 

LOVE God & people by praying for: Judy Cole (chronic my myelomonocytic leukemia), Pam Linman 

(Breast cancer), Alan Thompson (ulcer), Emma & Liam Yeager (preeclampsia complications & early 

birth), Margie Frye (Corneal transplant surgery recovery), Johana Martinez (physical, emotional and 

spiritual health & wisdom for the doctors), Debbie Fry (surgery recovery & ongoing appendiceal cancer 

treatment), the staff & elders of Grace Church and the ongoing health needs of: Bill Hall, and Kim 

Smith (seizures). 

Join us this Advent us we renew the Spirit 

of giving. We are partnering w Adventures 

in Missions to provide clean water in a Nic-

araguan community. Our goal this year is 

$3000, so please prayerfully consider how 

you can help. Donate via cash or check 

made payable to Grace Church, memo: 

Adventure, or through the Grace Church 

website. More info? Contact Pastor Daniel. 

DECEMBER 18, 2016   



NEED KINDLING? 
Magnum Power who is renting our 

south lot, will be putting their 3’ 

minus old power pole ends outside 

their south parking lot fence. These 

make excellent kindling – First  

come, first serve.  Please for safety, 

do not allow children to climb on  

the wood.   

 

PRAYER SUNDAYS / TUESDAYS: 
You’re invited to join Pastor Ryan for 

prayer on Sundays and Tuesdays at 

7:00am. On Sundays we meet in the 

Upper Room. On Tuesdays we meet in 

the foyer. The purpose of this time is  

to pray for revival in the hearts of  

our people. 

 

CHRISTMAS FAMILY SERVICE  

Everyone come let us celebrate 

Jesus Birthday TOGETHER on 

Sunday, Christmas Day at 10AM. 

This is a service the whole family can 

be a part of.  We’ll sing carols, enjoy 

the Christmas story from the book of 

Luke. What fun to celebrate Jesus 

Birthday together as a church family! 

 

2016 CHARITABLE 
CONTRIBUTIONS FLYER 

Confused about whether your 

donations are tax deductible and if  

so, under what conditions?  Stop by 

the Welcome Center and pick up a 

copy of the flyer insert if you missed  

it in last week’s bulletin. This flyer 

offers valuable info about how you 

can maximize your giving for 2016  

tax returns. 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 

  7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room 

  8:30 am Women’s Discipleship class - rm 123 

10:00 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION - sanctuary  

     1st-5th grade will be dismissed 

     to Children’s Church   
    Kid’s bulletins available in the foyer  

  6:30pm Sr. High Home Community - Ramsell’s 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20  

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm     

  7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm     

  6:30 pm NO Awana 

  6:30 pm NO Youth Group 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm     

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 

Church Office closed     

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE 

Church Office closed  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY 

10:00 am BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION - sanctuary  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 

Church Office closed  

 

   
 

   

GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,  
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,  

EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,  
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to  

be the Church wherever we are.  

CONNECT 
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining  

us today. Feel free to bring your coffee 

into worship and make yourself 

comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear 

your head, and prepare your heart  

and mind to worship our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

Grace Church is committed to living 

authentically in relationship with God  

and others. Together we strive to meet 

the needs here and around the world.  

To learn more, grab a booklet from the 

desk in the foyer.  

 

If you would like us to follow up with  

you, feel free to fill out this form, tear  

it out and drop it at the Welcome 

Center or in the offering plate.  

 

today’s date   

 

name 

 

I am a guest of 

 

address 

 

 

 

phone 

 

phone (cell) 

 

email 
 

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus 
 Want to know more about Grace  

 Interested in joining a Group 

 Interested in serving at Grace (if so 
where?) __________________ 

 Address/info change 
 Add me to the church email list 

 Interested in baptism 

 Interested in membership 

CBNW WINTER youth 
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

Winter Youth is Dec 28-30 at the Red 

Lion Hotel in Portland. The conference 

is full of intense learning, deep 

relationship building, and a huge 

celebration of who God is. If students 

want to go let Pastor Lucas know. 

$167. See Pastor Lucas for more info. 

 

2017 DIRECTORY UPDATES  

Has any of the contact information 

changed for you or your household  

since January 2016? Would you like to 

be included in the next directory? Have 

you added any new members to your 

family? Please feel free to fill out the 

Connect Card with your info and/or 

email directly with your household 

photo to Kathie in the church office 

kathiev@gracechurchseattle.org. 

 

JANUARY CHILDREN’S  
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
Nursery – 2 volunteers - once a 

month rotation 

2’s & 3’s – 1 Lead teacher & 1 

Assistant – 1 month on / two 

months off rotation 

2’s & 3’s – 2 Assistants – once a 

month rotation 

4’s & 5’s – 1 Assistant – 1 month 

on / two months off rotation 

Elementary – 1 small group leader – 

once a month rotation 

Yes, couples can work together on any 

of these!  Check with the Welcome 

Center or Pastor Jerry if you need a 

children’s ministry volunteer  

application packet. 

BUDGET THRU 12/11/16 
We are -$ 51,234.31 BELOW 
our anticipated YTD giving. 
BUDGET YTD    $276,486.96 
 GIVING YTD     $225,252.61 

We are at 81% of budget 
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