
Defining your Home Community (next 4 weeks) 

 

 

First, what is a Home Community?  

Home Communities (HCs) are small groups based on Acts 2:42-47.  The early 
Christians devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching (New Testament), 
fellowship (sharing in community), the breaking of bread (a meal / communion), 
and prayer (praying with and for one another).  HCs function like mini-churches.  
Groups meet weekly with participants devoting themselves to the four elements of 
Acts 2:42 for mutual Edification.  But this is more than a Bible study as the 
emphasis is on being an EVERYDAY church (Acts 2:43-47); hence why groups are 
based on location to more readily engage in everyday rhythms together.  The HC 
leader is like a shepherd helping individuals discover their spiritual gifts to serve 
their HC, the larger body, and to live missionally (Evangelism).  At the center of 
each group is the Gospel out of which flows our Gospel Identity.   

 

Second, what are the basics of how groups are formed and structured? 

 Leaders build groups based on location. 

 Grace Church HCs based on Acts 2:42-47 
o Break bread together (food and/or communion). 
o Commit to weekly meetings (fellowship). 
o Commit to being an everyday church. 
o Keep confidences (enhances trust and therefore fellowship). 
o Be transparent, willing to share, authentic (fellowship). 
o Actively participate in prayer for one another. 
o Look out for the good of the whole, assuming the best. 
o Listen well; don’t dominate the conversation. 
o Strive to grow spiritually by applying the word in community. 
o Get out of comfort zone to be on mission together with HC (evangelism). 
o Members of a dynamic, open group with purpose to multiply (Acts 2:47). 
o Always inclusive and welcoming to newcomers (fellowship). 

 Work through a group covenant the next month. 

 Amos starting in September-November. 

 Men and women meet separately during HC time once per month. 

 Include children at discretion of group. 
 

 

 

of the Holy Spirit in the Mission of the Church 
                                                             

 

 
I. Modern Preacher’s Temptation: 

 What skeptical / liberal biblical scholars say:  

Hans Conzelmann (1915-1989) “...claimed...Paul’s missionary voyages 
never happened! Paul’s shipwreck is pure fantasy!  In dismissing the 
Acts account of Paul’s voyages and shipwreck, Conzelmann and others 
‘proved’ that the story must be a fantasy by demonstrating that it has 
the boat following ‘implausible’ routes and otherwise goes against 
common sense.”  

– Rodney Stark, Triumph of Christianity, p. 54 

 

II. First century sailing and the Greek mind: 

 
 
 
III. What this means for us: 
 

BI: HOLD FAST together our confession of Christ, He will deliver us to GOD.  

 

 Hebrews 10:19-25 

 Hebrews 6:19 
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LOVE God & people by praying for:  Kevin Varney (prostate cancer), Margie Fry (coping 

with vision loss), Judy Cole (chemo for CMML (leukemia)), Ken Stalling (stroke recovery), Kim 

Smith (healing from seizures), safety during Sunday activities at Grace and the ongoing health 

needs of Bill Hall.  

If you missed the recent project  

at Arbor Heights School – or if this  

kind of thing taps into your gift to serve 

and restore order & beauty – there’s  

another, larger CityServe project coming 

up this Saturday! Meet at Chief Sealth 

High School at 8:15am for the pre-rally – 

then deploy to various public schools to 

serve in Jesus’ Name from 9am to 1pm! 

Teams will do inside & outside work at 

Denny, Sealth, Madison, Sanislo, &  

Highland Park schools.  

 

  A great way to serve as a 

 home community… & as a con-

cerned, Spirit-filled citizen bringing the 

presence of Jesus into our West Seattle 

public schools. Sign up at the Welcome 

Center or on the Grace Church Facebook 

page. Questions? See Pastor Mark  

A u g u s t  1 2 ,  2 0 1 8  

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Aug 18 ........................... City Serve Day 
Aug 25 ........................... Loss of a Spouse  a One Day GriefShare Seminar  
Aug 26 ........................... Grace Kids Leader Training - 12-2pm 
Sept 3 ............................ Labor Day 
Sept 7-9......................... Men’s Round-Up 
Sept 8 ............................ GriefShare session begins 
Sept 16 .......................... Fall Kick-Off 

AUGUST 18 
9AM-1PM 

8:15am Pre-rally  

at Sealth High School 



GRACE KIDS LEADER TRAINING 

Have you been considering joining our 

Children’s Ministry Team, but you have 

questions about what that entails? On 

Aug 26 from 12-2pm in room 128 we are 

providing lunch and hosting a training 

session for current and future leaders and 

helpers. We’d love for you to join! Please 

RSVP to Victoria by August 23. Email 

victorias@gracechurchseattle.org or call 

the office (206) 937-8400. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EARLY BIRD RATE ENDS AUG 14!!! 

Men’s Roundup is a Christian men’s 

camping retreat and conference held in a 

forested mountaintop setting at Camp 

Tadmor in Lebanon, Oregon. Men are 

encouraged to believe, obey, connect, 

and lead. Roundup features an inspiring 

primary speaker, well-known guest artists 

and musicians, biblical teachers leading 

action workshop breakout sessions, great 

food, and opportunities for guys to 

worship, learn, grow, and connect with 

other guys.  See Paul Lang for more 

details. You can email Paul at (206) 240-

8528, plang1a@comcast.net or visit 

http://mensroundup.com. 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 

 SUNDAY, AUGUST 12 

   7:00 am   Prayer in the Upper Room 

 10:30 am   WORSHIP CELEBRATION   

 Classes provided downstairs for nursery-3rd gr

 Kids activity sheets at the Welcome Center desk. 

   7:00 pm  MS & HS Youth Group - Grace foyer 

 MONDAY, AUGUST 13 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm    

 TUESDAY, AUGUST 14 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm    

 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm   

  8:30 am  Hands on Ministry  

 THURSDAY, AUGUST 16 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm   

 FRIDAY, AUGUST 17 

Church Office closed  

 SATURDAY, AUGUST 18 

 Church Office closed     

     8:15am CityServe 

 SUNDAY, AUGUST 19 

   7:00 am   Prayer in the Upper Room 

 10:30 am   WORSHIP CELEBRATION   

    7:00 pm MS & HS Youth Group - crowded house 

 

 

 

GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,  
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,  

EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,  
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to  

be the Church wherever we are.  

CONNECT 
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining  

us today. Feel free to bring your coffee 

into worship and make yourself 

comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear 

your head, and prepare your heart  

and mind to worship our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

Grace Church is committed to living 

authentically in relationship with God  

and others. Together we strive to meet 

the needs here and around the world.  

To learn more, grab a booklet from the 

desk in the foyer.  

 

If you would like us to follow up with  

you, feel free to fill out this form, tear  

it out and drop it at the Welcome 

Center or in the offering plate.  

 

today’s date   

 

name 

 

I am a guest of 

 

address 

 

 

 

phone 

 

phone (cell) 

 

email 
 

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus 
 Want to know more about Grace  

 Interested in joining a Home Community 

 Interested in serving at Grace (if so 
where?) __________________ 

 Address/info change 
 Add me to the church email list 

 Interested in baptism 

 Interested in membership 

SPECIAL GRIEFSHARE SEMINAR  
SAT AUG 25 FOR THOSE WHO 

HAVE LOST A SPOUSE 
Grief Share has produced a one time only 

session for those that have lost a spouse.  

August 25 in room 123 from 10:00 to 

noon Grace Church will host this new one 

day seminar. Invite anyone who has lost a 

spouse whether they go to Grace or 

not. This one day seminar is FREE only $5 

for a journal. Please notify Barb Stuart, 

206-932-7459, if you are coming.   

 

GRIEFSHARE BEGINS SEPT 8 

GriefShare is a special seminar and 

support group designed to help you after 

the loss of a loved one. You don’t have to 

go through the grieving process alone. 

We know it hurts, and we want to help. 

GriefShare is a caring group who will walk 

along side you through one of life’s most 

difficult experiences. Our next 13 week 

session begins Sat Sept 8 from 10am to 

12 noon in rm 123 downstairs. You can 

begin the GriefShare group at any 

session.  You’ll find encouragement 

whenever you begin. Contact Barb Stuart 

(206) 932-7459 for more info. 

 

HOME COMMUNITIES update 

A lot of things start fresh in September: 

school, football season, fall gardens. Here 

at Grace Church, we hit the refresh 

button on home communities, too! If 

you’re looking to get off the porch & into 

the living room at Grace Church, stay 

tuned! We look forward to helping you 

find a trustworthy circle of friends to 

follow Jesus with. Contact Pastor Ryan or 

Pastor Mark for info. 

BUDGET THRU 07/29/18 
We are -$9,855.20 

our anticipated YTD giving. 
BUDGET YTD   $ 55,506.25 
 GIVING YTD    $ 45,651.05 
We are at 82% of budget 
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