What is a Home Community (HC)?
The focus of HCs is to develop a family of
servant missionaries that multiply. But how can
we do this like Jesus did with His disciples?
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Gospel Centered Church:
GOD moves into the neighborhood through you

Gospel Centered Church: GOD moves into the
neighborhood through you –

Last week’s topic: The priority of people – seeing church as family.

The Scriptures we look at each week have the
goal to empower groups to become families
serving each other and together as missionaries
(in your neighborhoods and networks) to share
the Gospel.

Today’s topic: A Christian community is a persuasive witness for the gospel.

Week 14: A Christian community is a persuasive witness for the gospel.
1.

Look at the circles above; each of these circles are collectively the goal of this
Home Community. But a group grows by adding layers, from the inside out
(from the core to the crowd). So, where are we at as a group?
 Are we interacting like true family?
 Are we serving each other?
 Are we banding together for mission?
 Are we ready to multiply?

2.

Read John 13:34-35 & 17:20-23 – how do these verses theologically shape
where we are at in the circles, and where we ought to be?

3.

So, if we (as an HC) were a solid family serving each other, then what plans
ought we to begin to make in order to be on mission together? [goal is one
mission together  as a missionary team]
Children’s Church application questions: Read John 11:1-45

1

1.

Have you ever hoped for something and been disappointed?

2.

Read John 11:21. Have you ever experienced loss or sadness and
wondered, “Where is God?” Is that a normal response?

3.

John 11:25 says, “Jesus is the resurrection and the life.” Those who do not
know Jesus don’t have this hope. How can you share hope with them in
the midst of loss?

This sermon series is inspired by Gospel Centered Church by Steve Timmis & Tim Chester.
The sermons are based on the Pastor’s research; the questions are from the book.

Imagine: That your HC had become a tight knit family and...

What method would your HC prefer? What form of
ministry works best for reaching this culture?

Cultural Analysis:

“But while people may not be seeking the truth, they do crave
authenticity. And while they may not be looking for a worldview, they do
long for identity and belonging.
“Now imagine a story of a king who laid aside his power and came in
weakness and humility; a king who said that true authority was exercised
through service; a king despised by the powerful and welcomed by the
marginalized; a king who gave his life to set his subjects free. What a potent
truth that would be in our generation.
“And imagine a community of people who offered identity and belonging;
a community committed to a truth that was liberating; a community with
leaders who saw themselves as servants; a community who put the truth it
believed into practice through the service of others; a community that not
only acknowledges its failures, but wove them into the fabric of its story.
What a powerful witness that would be. What a powerful defence [sic] of
the gospel message.” – Timmis, Gospel Centred Church, 74-75

The night in which Jesus was betrayed He prayed for you (John 17:20-23)

BI: People are often attracted to Christian community
before they are attracted to the Christian message.

The 4 elements of Christian oneness in John 13 & 17 –
1. Common “belief” (John 17:20)  kerygma = “the content of the
gospel”
“(1) A historical proclamation of the...death, resurrection, and
exaltation of Jesus, set forth as the fulfillment of prophecy and
involving man’s responsibility; (2) a theological evaluation of the
person of Jesus as both Lord and Christ; (3) a summons to believe
and receive the forgiveness of sins.” – Robert Mounce

This is what Jesus envisioned for the church (John 13:34-35)  agape
“Christian community is a vital part of Christian mission. Mission takes
place as people see our love for one another. We all know that the gospel is
communicated both through the words we say and the lives we live. What
Jesus says is that it is the life we live together that counts. The life of the
Christian community is part of the way by which the gospel is
communicated. Lesslie Newbigin describes the local congregation as ‘the
hermeneutic of the gospel’–the way in which people understand the gospel.
“We need to be communities of love. And we need to be seen to be
communities of love. People encounter the church as a network of
relationships rather than a meeting you attend or a place you enter.
Mission must involve not only contact between unbelievers and individual
Christians, but between unbelievers and the Christian community.”
– Timmis, GCC, 75

2.

“Love” that is joyful and self-sacrificing (13:34-35)  agape

3. Commitment to shared goals of Jesus’ mission (17:21-23)  “so
that”

Are you creating space for this to happen?
4. GOD dependence for life & fruitfulness (17:23)  “I in them & you
in me”
“In my experience of church planting, time after time people have been
attracted to the Christian community before they were attracted to the
Christian message...” – Timmis, GCC, 75
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JOIN THE FAMILY
April 9- 8:30am
for Palm Sunday
& Spring Kick-off
Potluck Breakfast
bring a breakfast dish to share!
LOVE God & people by praying for: Larry Lind (broken ribs), Emma Yeager (regaining strength in her
legs), Kim Smith (healing from seizures), Margie Frye (complete healing from eye infection), Darrel
Hayes (complications from a fall), Judy Cole (CMML (leukemia), Debbie Fry (surgery recovery &
ongoing appendiceal cancer treatment), the staff & elders of Grace Church and the ongoing health
needs of: Bill Hall.
Pastor Ryan Faust
Senior Pastor
prfaust@gracechurchseattle.org
follow on Twitter @RyanJFaust
or his blog: prfaust.wordress.com
Pastor Daniel Hill
Worship & Assoc. Pastor
danielh@gracechurchseattle.org
follow on Twitter
@danielhillmusic
or his blog: danielhillmusic.com

Pastor Jerry Buell
Administrative Pastor
jerryb@gracechurchseattle.org
Pastor Lucas Fennell
Family Pastor
lucasf@gracechurchseattle.org
Janis Lemert
Community Life Director
janisl@gracechurchseattle.org

Grace Church
10323 28th Ave SW
Seattle, WA 98146
(206) 937-8400
gracechurchseattle.org

LOOKING AHEAD
April 5 ··························································· SHIFT in Parenting Class
April 9 ··························································· Spring Kick Off Potluck Breakfast
April 12 ························································· Children and Youth DNA Night (nursery through High School) 6:30pm
April 14 ························································· West Seattle Church's Good Friday Service @ Trinity 6:30pm
April 16 ························································· Easter Celebration
May 5 ··························································· Lego Night - 1st thru 5th Grade 6-9pm
May 5-7 ························································ Women’s Retreat
May 13 ························································· Nicaragua Grace Mission Trip Garage Sale

CONNECT
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining
us today. Feel free to bring your coffee
into worship and make yourself
comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear
your head, and prepare your heart
and mind to worship our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
Grace Church is committed to living
authentically in relationship with God
and others. Together we strive to meet
the needs here and around the world.
To learn more, grab a booklet from the
desk in the foyer.
If you would like us to follow up with
you, feel free to fill out this form, tear
it out and drop it at the Welcome
Center or in the offering plate.
today’s date
name
I am a guest of

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY, APRIL 2 - COMMUNION
7:00 am Prayer in the Upper Room
8:30 am Women’s Discipleship Group- rm 123
10:00 am WORSHIP CELEBRATION - sanctuary
1st-5th will be dismissed to Kid’s Church
Kid’s bulletins available in the foyer

6:30 pm High School HC- Ramsell’s

MONDAY, APRIL 3
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

9:30 am MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)

TUESDAY, APRIL 4
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

8:00 am
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm

Hands on Ministry - projects
a SHIFT in Parenting
Solving Problems Biblically - rm 129
Awana Clubs
Youth Group - The Crowded House

THURSDAY, APRIL 6
Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm

FRIDAY, APRIL 7
Church Office closed

SATURDAY, APRIL 8
Church Office closed

address

10:00 am GriefShare - rm 123

phone

7:00 am
8:30 am
10:00 am
6:30 pm

SUNDAY, APRIL 9 - PALM SUNDAY

phone (cell)
email

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus
 Want to know more about Grace
 Interested in joining a Home Community
 Interested in serving at Grace (if so
where?) __________________
 Address/info change
 Add me to the church email list
 Interested in baptism
 Interested in membership

PARENTING CLASS WEDNESDAY
Join us this Wed. April 5 in rm 122 at
6:30pm for our final SHIFT Parenting
Class. Katy Faust will be speaking on
gender roles, completing the second half
of milestone 5: Rite of Passage. Come for
a fun, information filled evening.

Prayer in the Upper Room
Spring Kick-off Potluck Breakfast
WORSHIP CELEBRATION - sanctuary
High School HC- Ramsell’s

YOUTH DNA APRIL 12 6:30-8PM
In place of Awana and Youth Group, we
are inviting kids and teens (nursery
through High School) to a night of
worship, games, and age-appropriate
small groups. Tonight’s THEME: Hawaiian
shirt night! So borrow your mom or dad’s
Hawaiian shirt and bring a friend! We’ll
be in the main building.

WHAT IS HANDS ON MINISTRY?
This ministry opportunity is not just for
retirees. If you’re available, even for one
day, let Pastor Jerry know and he’ll add
you to his Hands On email updates.
• We do inside and outside
maintenance and projects on the 1st
& 3rd Wednesday mornings (8:00 am
table talk around coffee and treats,
9:00 am projects begin). Ken Basher
& Pastor Jerry lead this team.
•

BUDGET THRU 03/26/2017
We are -$ 70,613.46 BELOW
our anticipated YTD giving.
BUDGET YTD $449,291.31
GIVING YTD $378,677.79
We are at 84% of budget
GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to
be the Church wherever we are.

•

On the 2nd Wednesdays a team led
by Nancy Lind meets at 9:00 am and
performs deep cleaning. If you want
to be a part of this team, email
Nancy at nancylind@comcast.net.
Whether you are a male or female,
you can join either team.

MUSICIAN’S NEEDED
Are you a musician and have a desire to
share your talent? See Pastor Daniel after
the service.

PALM SUNDAY SPRING KICK-OFF
POTLUCK BREAKFAST ON APRIL 9
A Grace family time to fellowship together
and hear about the exciting things that are
happening this spring.
• 8:30 am Potluck Breakfast - Bring a
breakfast item large enough to share
• 9:00 am Family Meeting - Update on
family life at Grace Church
• 10:00 am Worship Celebration Worship celebration together

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
West Seattle churches will meet together
for a time of worship and reflection on the
most decisive turning point in history;
6:30pm, April 14 this joint Good Friday
service will be at Trinity West Seattle,
7551 35th Ave SW. We hope you’ll join
with our pastors as we gather together
with other Christians for this time to focus
on the cross.

REFRESH & RESTOCK
Women! YOU are pouring into others in
such meaningful ways. We want to come
along side YOU to refresh YOU & restock
YOUR souls for the ministry.
Join us for 2 wonderful days at the Wesley
Inn in Gig Harbor from 6pm May 5th
through 11am May 7th to do just this.
Two Breakfasts, dinners and
accommodations $180 / shared room or
$313 / private room.

YTH SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITIES
Entering 6th-12th Grade
@ Black Diamond 7/6-11
Ages 13+ World View Academy 7/16-21
Entering 4th-6th Grade
@ Black Lake 7/30-8/5

