
Building Christ-centered family in missional community 

 

What is Church? Scripture teaches there are two basic 
regular gatherings of the local church, in homes and as large 
groups (Acts 2:42-47; 5:42; 20:20). Both meetings are 
necessary for spiritual growth of the church as an everyday 
community.  As we devote ourselves to the four emphases 
of Acts 2:42, the LORD blesses and adds to our number 
those being saved (Acts 2:43-47). 

 
Congregational worship: Teaching and preaching is primarily conducted in 
worship gatherings by leadership with a two-fold purpose: (1) Equipping—
Edification of believers to do ministry (Eph. 4:11-16); and (2) Evangelism (Acts 

19:8-10).   Therefore, on Sundays we gather for 
preaching, teaching, evangelism from God’s 
Word and to respond in worship through 
singing, prayer, contemplation, communion, 
and testimony of baptism. 
 
Missional Home Communities (HCs): During 
the week we meet in  small groups in homes for 
the purpose of mutual Edification and 
Application of Scripture to be lived out as an 
everyday community (Acts 2:42-47; Eph 4:11-
16).  The group functions as a mini-church with 
leaders shepherding HCs to become a family of 
servant missionaries who make disciples and 
multiply (Matt 18:18-20; 1 Pet 2:9). 
 
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries: On 
Sunday’s we have a children’s ministry during 

worship service and an evening children / youth-DNA small group ministry.  
We also have supplemental classes for adults during this time.  In April we will 
have an intro to Grace / member-info class and parenting seminars in May. 

Discuss the evidences of the resurrection and their implications for mankind: 

1) The empty tomb – it was immediately venerated. 
2) Jesus’ bones were never produced by skeptics / authorities. 
3) The disciples’ mourning turned to witness, overnight. 
4) The first Christians (Jews) switched worship from Saturday to Sunday. 
5) The conversion of Paul from persecutor of Christians to zealous evangelist. 
6) The number of eyewitnesses to seeing the resurrected Christ. 
7) The fact of the spread of Christianity in Europe in the first 3 centuries. 

 

of the Holy Spirit in Corinth 
                                                             

 

 
Scripture Reading: 
 
1 Corinthians 15:1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, 

which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, 
if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 

 
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom 
are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared 
to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On 
the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the 
grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach 
and so you believed. 
 

 

BI: Christianity is not based on philosophy, but on an historical event; IF true, 
THEN there are implications for everyone whether you believe it or not. 

 

 
The Top 10 Implications IF Jesus was Actually Raised: 

1. The resurrection validates Jesus’ claims (15:4; Matt. 20:17-19). 
2. The resurrection validates Jesus’ work on the cross (15:3; Rom. 4:24-25). 
3. The resurrection initiated the gospel (15:3-11; Luke 24:1-12). Good news 
4. The resurrection means Jesus is alive and can be known (15:20). 
5. The resurrection is the firstfruits of a harvest to come (15:20-22). 
6. The resurrection robs death of its sting (15:55-56). Can face death. 
7. The resurrection gives humans victory over sin, now (15:56-57). 
8. The resurrection is a pledge of what is to come (15:35-38, 42-43, 49). 
9. The resurrection is the guarantee of Jesus’ return (15:51). 
10. The resurrection spurs action, justice, service & gospeling (15:57-58). 
 

This Week: The facts and implications of the resurrection. 
Next Week: If the resurrection happened, what does this mean for everyone? 
April 15 & 22: What the afterlife is like. 



Why did Paul feel the need to write about the resurrection? 
 

Some began with the Gospel of Jesus, but took on culture’s gospel: The Roman 
Empire’s Gospel = Caesar is Savior, god’s son, and Pax Romana.   

 
1 Cor. 15:1

 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, 
which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, 
if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 

 
 

“The resurrection is no tailpiece of Christian doctrine. It is the center-
piece.” – Michael Green, historian 

 
 
 

I. Resurrection validates Jesus’ claims (1 Cor. 15:4; Matt. 20:17-19) 
 
1 Cor. 15:4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the Scriptures,  
 
 
See Jesus’ words – Matt. 20:17-19 (p. 825 in pew Bible) 
 

“The resurrection validates the uniqueness of Jesus... If he rose from 
the dead, that substantiates his claims... He is unlike any other teacher 
there has ever been.” – Michael Green 

 
 
 

II. Resurrection validates Jesus’ work on the cross (15:3; Rom. 4:23-25) 
 
1 Cor. 15:3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,  
 
 
“Atoned” – see Romans 4:23-25 (p. 942) 
 

“The resurrection attests the achievement of Jesus on Calvary... If he 
rose, we can be confident that his death has atoned, and that God has 
vindicated him.” – Michael Green 

 

III. Resurrection initiated the gospel (15:3-11; Luke 24:1-12) 
 
The Easter Event – see Luke 24:1-12 (p. 884) 
 

“The resurrection initiated the gospel of Jesus... Without it there 
would have been no gospel to proclaim.  The Easter faith is based on the 
Easter event.  It goes back to eyewitnesses.” – Michael Green 

 
 
The Creed of Eyewitnesses (15:3-8) 
 
1 Cor. 15:3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom 
are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared 
to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me.  

 
Paul’s Testimony (15:9-11) 
 
1 Cor. 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, 

because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am 
what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I 
worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God 
that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you 
believed. 

 
IV. Jesus’ Resurrection Changes Lives: 
 

“Peter changed from coward to martyr.  The twelve changed from a 
rabble into a church.  James changed from skeptic to Christian leader.  Paul 
changed from persecutor to apostle.  The Corinthians changed from 
homosexuals, robbers, and fornicators into the people of God.  Remarkable 
evidence not only that he rose but that he lives.  All down history it has been 
repeated continuously, through the transformation of sinners into disciples.”  

– Michael Green 

Video – Who Do You Say I Am? 
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LOVE God & people by praying for: Margie Bowman (pneumonia recovery & rehab), Karina 

Fernandez (severely ill), Jan Peterson (knee replacement surgery recovery), Alma Santana 

(abdominal surgery recovery), Margie Fry (coping with vision loss), Judy Cole (chemo for CMML 

(leukemia)), Ken Stalling (stroke recovery), Kim Smith (healing from seizures), staff & elders of 

Grace Church, safety during Sunday activities at Grace and the ongoing health needs of Bill Hall.  

A p r i l  1 ,  2 0 1 8  

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
April 15 ........................ Leadership meeting regarding security - 9am 

May 6 .......................... Student/Parent Mission Trip meeting 

May 12 ........................ Children’s Ministry Volunteer Brunch 

May 13 ........................ Mother’s Day 

May 18-20 ................... Women’s Retreat 

June 10 ........................ Promotion Sunday - Awana Youth DNA closing celebration 

June 17 ........................ Father’s Day 

June 16 ........................ Co-ed Fathers Day Golf Tournament 

We will spend two amazing days in  

beautiful Gig Harbor seeking God's  

voice with ALL ages of women  

coming together as a community. So  

take a chance, get outside of your  

comfort zone, come as you are to con-

nect more deeply with this community 

and more deeply with the King of the  

Universe who longs to pour out His love 

on you.  The cost for the weekend  

depends on the number of roommates. 

It also includes breakfast and dinner.  

From $120 for 4 in a room to $340 for a 

private room. Please register ASAP in the 

foyer, through the office, or on the  

Women of Grace Facebook group. If 

you sign up with a $75 deposit by April 

15th, you will be entered for a drawing 

for an upgraded room.   

We WANT YOU there!!  

a retreat for women 

MAY 18-20, 2018 
6PM FRI TO 11AM SUN 



FACILITY MANAGER POSITION 
If you know of someone who might be 

interested in a part-time 16 hours per 

week position that is administrative in 

nature concerning the recruitment and 

management of volunteers to take care 

of our facility, please stop by the 

Welcome Center desk or the church 

office for a copy of the job description. 

Pastor Jerry will be filling this part-time 

position in the short-term until a 

replacement is found. 

 

 YOUTH MISSION TRIP 2018 
This summer, a team of High School 

teens and youth leaders from Grace 

Church will go to Mexico to build a 

home for a family in need. While there, 

they will be putting on a VBS for the kids 

in the neighborhood. We currently have 

$4,000 of the $5,000 needed for the 

construction of the house and a great 

start on covering the personal costs for 

the team members going. If you would 

like to contribute to the trip costs or to 

construction of the house, please 

indicate it on your donation. Just drop it 

in the offering plate or at the Welcome 

Center desk. Thank you for supporting 

missions and our next generation of 

world changers!  

 

MARRIAGE RETREAT  
SAVE THE DATE!  

November 9-11, 2018 there will be a  

Marriage Retreat at Black Diamond 

Camp. $300/couple. For info or to 

register go to blackdiamond.org/fall-

spring/programmed-retreats.php. See  

Heather May with questions or email 

her at heather@impulseaudiovideo.com. 

 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 SUNDAY, APRIL 1 - EASTER 

   9:00 am   Prayer in the Upper Room 

 10:30 am   WORSHIP CELEBRATION   

 Classes provided downstairs for nursery-3rd gr. 

 Kids activity sheets at the Welcome Center desk.  

 MONDAY, APRIL 2 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm    

 TUESDAY, APRIL 3 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm    

 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm   

   8:30 am   Hands on Ministry  

 THURSDAY, APRIL 5 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm   

   1:30 pm   Women’s Bible Reading-  Faust House  

 FRIDAY, APRIL 6 

Church Office closed  

 SATURDAY, APRIL 7 

 Church Office closed     

 10:00 am    GriefShare - rm 123 

 SUNDAY, APRIL 8 

   7:00 am   Prayer in the Upper Room 

   9:00 am  HC Leaders meeting - upper room 

 10:30 am   WORSHIP CELEBRATION   

  12:00 pm  Resource Advisory Team - conference rm  

   5:30 pm   Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Classes 

   7:00 pm  HS Youth Group - Crowded House 

 

    
 

 

 

 

   

GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,  
PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,  

EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,  
and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to  

be the Church wherever we are.  

CONNECT 
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining  

us today. Feel free to bring your coffee 

into worship and make yourself 

comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear 

your head, and prepare your heart  

and mind to worship our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

Grace Church is committed to living 

authentically in relationship with God  

and others. Together we strive to meet 

the needs here and around the world.  

To learn more, grab a booklet from the 

desk in the foyer.  

 

If you would like us to follow up with  

you, feel free to fill out this form, tear  

it out and drop it at the Welcome 

Center or in the offering plate.  

 

today’s date   

 

name 

 

I am a guest of 

 

address 

 

 

 

phone 

 

phone (cell) 

 

email 
 

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus 
 Want to know more about Grace  

 Interested in joining a Home Community 

 Interested in serving at Grace (if so 
where?) __________________ 

 Address/info change 
 Add me to the church email list 

 Interested in baptism 

 Interested in membership 

SPRING BOOKLETS AVAILABLE 

The Spring Kick-off BREAKFAST was last 

week Did you miss it? We missed YOU! 

Please pick up a Spring Booklet with the 

Spring calendar inside at the Welcome 

Center desk in the foyer after service for 

new class information and other info!  
 

 SUMMER KIDS CAMP FUNDRAISER 

Black Lake Summer Camp, June 24-30 

for 4th thru 8th grade,  is a place where 

kids can cut loose from social pressures 

and have a blast. It’s an exciting mix of 

upbeat worship, crazy games, water 

sports and much more! Kids leave with 

a message that relates to them 

personally and challenges them to live 

passionately for Jesus. However it’s 

$400 per student, which makes it 

difficult for many families. On April 15,  

we will have an ‘Envelope’ fundraiser 

to help offset this cost. Your part is 

simply to pick up an envelope that will 

have a dollar amount written on the 

outside, from $1 to $99, and enclose 

your chosen donation in the envelope. 

It’s that easy! Thank you for your 

support for families and their kids.  
 

THANKS 
We want to express our appreciation for 

all the positive comments and support 

we felt last Sunday and through social 

media since. We also wish to thank you 

for the very generous love offering we 

received. You went above and beyond! 

Our hearts will always remember what a 

the joy it was to serve among you these 

past 7 years. The Lord has lavished His 

love upon us through you!! Pastor Jerry 

& Debbie Buell 

BUDGET THRU 3/25/2018 
We are -$ 17,286.79 

our anticipated YTD giving. 
BUDGET YTD   $ 419,969.16 
 GIVING YTD    $ 402,682.24 

We are at 96% of budget 
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