
Building Christ-centered family in missional community 

 

Quote: Timothy Keller describes our culture’s gospel of individual freedom, “...the 
importance in the West of individual freedom and personal choice (as opposed 
to culturally or tribally defined commitments) grew especially out of Protestant 
theology. 

“However, the late-modern intensification of this narrative goes beyond 
the Bible’s once-revolutionary conception of freedom.  Freedom of choice 
without limits has become almost sacred.  (Philosophers call this ‘negative 
freedom’—freedom from constraints—which they contrast with ‘positive 
freedom,’ the freedom to pursue some good aim.) Absolute negative freedom 
becomes the chief moral good, so that ‘the [only] sin which is not tolerated is 
intolerance.’  This poses many problems both philosophical and practical. 

“One is...personal choice erodes community and fragments society.  
Remember Taylor’s quote that ‘to have any kind of livable society some 
choices have to be restricted, some authorities have to be respected, and 
some individual responsibility has to be assumed.’ ... The more people are 
invested in the late-modern understanding of the sovereign self and...absolute 
negative freedom, the less they feel a loyal part of the greater [society].” 

“Taylor summarizes... ‘no one has a right to interfere with me for my own 
good, but only to prevent harm to others.’” – Timothy Keller, Preaching: 
Communicating Faith in an Age of Skepticism, pp. 140-141. 

 

Questions: 

 Evaluate the above (especially the last paragraph) in relation to: (1) Love, 
marriage, and fidelity; (2) porn; (3) drug use; or even (4) church attendance. 
 

 If you wanted to be a good husband or wife or musician or [fill in blank of your 
job], what freedoms would you need to give up to achieve your goal? 
 

 What motivation do you have to be a good husband or wife or musician or [fill 
in the blank] other than selfishness? 
 

 What is your response to this quote: “In the meantime [as we wait for Jesus’ 
2

nd
 Coming], the resurrection of Jesus is the spur for Christian action, in the 

quest for justice, in service to mankind, and in the proclamation of the 
gospel...” – Michael Green 
 

 What would your life look like if you lived the “Already, not yet!” lifestyle? 
 

 Pray for Holy Spirit transformation (might include some repentanting). 

of the Holy Spirit in Corinth 
                                                             

 

 
The Top 10 Implications IF Jesus was Actually Raised: 

1. The resurrection validates Jesus’ claims (15:4; Matt. 20:17-19). 

2. It validates Jesus’ work on the cross (15:3; Rom. 4:24-25). 

3. It initiated the gospel (15:3-11; Luke 24:1-12).  

4. It means Jesus is alive and can be known (15:20). 

5. Jesus’ resurrection is the firstfruits of a harvest to come (15:20-22). 

6. The resurrection robs death of its sting (15:55-56).  

7. It gives humans victory over sin, now (15:56-57). 

8. It is a pledge of what is to come (15:35-38, 42-43, 49). 

9. It is the guarantee of Jesus’ return (15:51). 

10. It spurs social action, justice, service & gospeling (15:30-34; 57-58). 

 
Scripture Reading:  
 
1 Cor. 15:29 

Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the 
dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized on their 
behalf?  30 Why are we in danger every hour? 31 I protest, brothers, by my 
pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every day! 32 What 
do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead 
are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 33 Do not be 
deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.”  34 Wake up from your 
drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no 
knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 

 

Why be just, moral, or serve humanity? 

 
 
 

Our Culture –  
 
 

Religious               Freedom           Irreligious 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The GOSPEL – 
 

 

            Spiritual & Physical are fallen  GOD’s plan is to redeem both in Jesus 

 

 

Creation                        Restoration 

 

Fall         Redemption 

 

 

 

 

BI: Live the “Already, not yet!” lifestyle and dare to risk. 

 

 

 

“In the meantime [already], the resurrection of Jesus is the spur for 
Christian action, in the quest for justice, in service to mankind, and in the 
proclamation of the gospel... [as we wait in eager anticipation of what is to 
come (1 Cor. 15:51-58).]” – Michael Green, Historian 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dare to risk – 
 
“The resurrection addresses those who insist on protection and 

security of the individual, institutions, and country.  Such persons set up 
mechanisms of defense along economic, racial, and national lines. 

“In sharp contrast, the life of the Spirit, with its hope in the 
resurrection, does not, indeed, cannot, dwell on preservation of the flesh 
(personhood, institutions, nations).  Rather the corporate life of the 
Christian becomes one of risk.  A Christian hospital can accept more 
welfare patients than economically advisable because it knows God’s love 
for the poor does not depend on its continued existence.... Christians can 
call for total disarmament in the midst of a cold war because they know 
the future of the world does not depend on the survival of their nation.  A 
Christian can risk his or her life because a Christian knows this life is not the 
end.” – Graydon Snyder 
 

 
 
 
 

Philippians 2:3-11 – 
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LOVE God & people by praying for: Jan Peterson (knee replacement surgery recovery), Alma 

Santana (abdominal surgery recovery), Margie Fry (coping with vision loss), Judy Cole (chemo for 

CMML (leukemia)), Ken Stalling (stroke recovery), Kim Smith (healing from seizures), staff & elders 

of Grace Church, safety during Sunday activities at Grace and the ongoing health needs of Bill Hall.  

A p r i l  1 5 ,  2 0 1 8  

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
April 20-21 ................... Alpha Weekend - for High School students 
May 6 .......................... Student/Parent Mission Trip meeting 
May 12 ........................ Children’s Ministry Volunteer Brunch 
May 13 ........................ Mother’s Day 
May 18-20 ................... Women’s Retreat 
June 2 & 30 ................. Estate Planning workshop 
June 10 ........................ Promotion Sunday - Awana Youth DNA closing celebration 
June 17 ........................ Father’s Day 
June 16 ........................ Co-ed Fathers Day Golf Tournament 

We will spend two amazing days in  

beautiful Gig Harbor seeking God's  

voice with ALL ages of women  

coming together as a community. So  

take a chance, get outside of your  

comfort zone, come as you are to con-

nect more deeply with this community 

and more deeply with the King of the  

Universe who longs to pour out His love  

on you.  The cost for the weekend  

depends on the number of roommates.  

It also includes breakfast and dinner.  

From $120 for 4 in a room to $340 for a 

private room. Please register ASAP in the 

foyer, through the office, or on the  

Women of Grace Facebook group.  

If you sign up with a $75 deposit 

by TODAY you will be entered for 

a drawing for an upgraded room.   

We WANT YOU there!!  

a retreat for women 

MAY 18-20, 2018 
6PM FRI TO 11AM SUN 



NEW TO GRACE? 
We’re one week into the membership / 

introduction to Grace sessions! If you 

missed last week, you can still get grafted 

in (to the 4-session symposium) if you’re 

interested! This is for those who either 

know they want to be church members… 

or aren’t sure and want to know more. 

Join us at 5:30pm tonight (Sunday) in the 

church foyer! Fresh cookies! 
 

SATURATE EVERYDAY APRIL 21 
The prophet Habakkuk said - by faith - 

the day when “the earth will be filled 

with the knowledge of the Lord as the 

waters cover the sea”. Saturate Everyday 

is a training, led by Jeff Vanderstelt, to 

equip motivated Christians in Seattle to 

saturate our neighborhoods with the 

Knowledge of the LORD. This one day 

event is perfect for everyday disciples 

and HC leaders. Discount registration for 

Grace Church. See Pastor Mark for the 

discount code. To register, go to 

saturatetheworld.com. 
 

FACILITY MANAGER POSITION 
If you know of someone who might be 

interested in a part-time 16 hours per 

week position that is administrative in 

nature, it involves the recruitment and 

management of volunteers to take care 

of our facility. Please stop by the 

Welcome Center desk or the church 

office for a copy of the job description. 

Pastor Jerry will be filling this part-time 

position in the short-term until a 

replacement is found. 
 

 HIGH SCHOOL students- SAT. at 10am is 

the MURDER MYSTERY & ALPHA event  

RSVP to MATTY B OR PASTOR LUCAS. 

 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 SUNDAY, APRIL 15 

   7:00 am   Prayer in the Upper Room 

   9:00 am  Leadership Security Meeting - foyer 

 10:30 am   WORSHIP CELEBRATION   

 Classes provided downstairs for nursery-3rd gr.   

 Kids activity sheets at the Welcome Center desk. 

   5:30 pm   Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Class 

   7:00 pm HS Youth Group - Crowded House 

 MONDAY, APRIL 16 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm    

 9:30 am  Mama Tribe - Lil’ Bug Studio in Burien  

 TUESDAY, APRIL 17 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm    

 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm   

 THURSDAY, APRIL 19 

Church Office open 9 am to 4 pm   

   1:30 pm   Women’s Bible Reading-  Faust House  

 FRIDAY, APRIL 20 

Church Office closed  

 SATURDAY, APRIL 21 

 Church Office closed     

 10:00 am    GriefShare - rm 123 

 10:00 am    Alpha Weekend- Crowded House 

 SUNDAY, APRIL 22 

   7:00 am   Prayer in the Upper Room 

   9:00 am   Men’s HC Equip - room 129 

 10:30 am   WORSHIP CELEBRATION   

   5:30 pm   Awana, Youth DNA & Adult Class 

   7:00 pm  High School Youth -- Crowded House 

 

    
 

 

 

 

   
GRACE CHURCH exists to LOVE God & people,  

PROCLAIM Christ, BUILD community,  
EQUIP the saints, MULTIPLY ministers,  

and missionally SEND out followers of Christ to  
be the Church wherever we are.  

CONNECT 
Welcome to Grace! Thanks for joining  

us today. Feel free to bring your coffee 

into worship and make yourself 

comfortable. Take a deep breath, clear 

your head, and prepare your heart  

and mind to worship our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

Grace Church is committed to living 

authentically in relationship with God  

and others. Together we strive to meet 

the needs here and around the world.  

To learn more, grab a booklet from the 

desk in the foyer.  

 

If you would like us to follow up with  

you, feel free to fill out this form, tear  

it out and drop it at the Welcome 

Center or in the offering plate.  

 

today’s date   

 

name 

 

I am a guest of 

 

address 

 

 

 

phone 

 

phone (cell) 

 

email 
 

 How to begin a relationship with Jesus 
 Want to know more about Grace  

 Interested in joining a Home Community 

 Interested in serving at Grace (if so 
where?) __________________ 

 Address/info change 
 Add me to the church email list 

 Interested in baptism 

 Interested in membership 

ENVELOPE FUNDRAISER TODAY 

4th - 8th grade Black Lake Summer 

Camp is June 24-30. It’s an exciting mix 

of upbeat worship, crazy games, and 

water sports! It’s a place where kids can 

cut loose from social pressures and have 

a blast. Kids leave with a message that 

relates to them personally and 

challenges to live passionately for Jesus. 

However it’s $400 per student, which 

makes it difficult for many families. 

Today in the foyer, we have an 

‘Envelope’ fundraiser to help offset  

this cost. Your part is simply to pick up 

an envelope that will have a dollar 

amount written on the outside, from  

$1 to $99, and enclose your chosen 

donation in the envelope. It’s that easy!  

 

ESTATE PLANNING WORKSHOPS  
SATURDAYS JUNE 2ND & 30TH 

Estate Planning workshops will be 

offered by our own Laurie Brown, 

Attorney & Counselor at Law with 

emphasis in Civil & Administrative 

Law.  More information will be provided 

later. Both morning sessions will be  

basic general information and are a 

repeat, so you only need to attend one. 

Afternoon sessions: June 2nd -  focus is 

on families with children, June 30th - 

focus is on more advanced planning. If 

you want more information, contact 

Laurie at laurel.brown8385@gmail.com. 

Be sure to  get this on your calendar! 
 

BAPTISM  

Thinking about baptism?  Please contact 

Pastor Ryan Faust at the church office 

(206)937-8400 or see him after service. 

BUDGET THRU 4/01/2018 
We are -$ 13,045.41 

our anticipated YTD giving. 
BUDGET YTD   $ 430,737.60 
 GIVING YTD    $ 417,692.05 

We are at 97% of budget 
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