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Weekly activities happening:   
   

Each Sunday:    

 Morning services at 8:30 & 10:15 am   
 

You can also find the service online 
on Facebook or YouTube!  
 

      The Refinery for Jr. High & H.S. 
   Every Sunday from 6 to 8 pm  
 
Each Tuesday:    

 H.S. guys small group at Gary’s house  
 
Each Wednesday:    

  

 Jr. High small group at Gary’s house 

  

 Brushfires youth group for K-5th grade  

  Hispanic Bible Study 
 

JANUARY: 
 
6  Wednesday night Youth Group 
  resumes!  6:00—7:30 
 

  “Parent Talk” kicks off! 6:00 pm 
 

  Jr. High Small Group resumes 
  at Gary’s house - 6:00 pm 
 

  HS Girls’ small group at Morgan’s 
 
10 Refinery each Sunday, 6-8 pm  
  all JH & HS students welcome 
  There are exciting things happening! 
 
11-15 Meals-On-Wheels week 
    We need more volunteers!  Call      
    the office if you can help please! 

Refocus…Investing in the things that matter 
 

I was recently having a conversation with my son who was going to celebrate his 32nd 
birthday. As we spoke—he said, “Dad, as I was thinking about this birthday—I 
looked back contemplatively, and wondered; where did the last 10 years go?” “I 
don’t feel I have accomplished what I wanted to get accomplished.” My response: “I 
have often felt this way in review of certain years.” As we continued to share—he 
mentioned that he also sensed God was leading him to refocus his life and that God 
was challenging him to reprioritize some things. I was pretty excited to hear what 
God was doing in his life. I was also impressed with how that aligned with what I 
sensed God leading me to preach about in the beginning of 2021. 
 

January’s sermon series is titled, “Refocus…investing in the things that matter.” We 
will talk about “Understanding your Influence.” Since everyone has influence, we 
must learn to manage or steward this gift—so that we can accomplish what God is 
leading us to accomplish. We will refocus when it comes to understanding Worship. 
Worship means different things to different people. We’ll refocus when it comes to 
developing important habits and becoming more spiritually responsible--so Join us 
this month as we take time to refocus and consider investing in the things that really 
matter!  
  

                                         See you Sunday! 

                                            Brian   
  

 

     Brushfire, our Wednesday night group for K—5th graders from 6—7:30pm, began this week! In the fall sessions, 
we always spend part of each evening working on the Christmas program, which was so much fun this past year!  
For the spring sessions, we will be working on artwork based on the kids' favorite Bible 
scenes (the animals entering the ark, the Battle of Jericho, etc.). Each child will choose 
his or her own scene to draw. With the help of a couple of our congregation's artists 
(Melinda Hamilton and Kara Gaddy), the kids will create pictures to display at our 
Spring Art Show on Wednesday, March 31st....mark your calendars now! If your child 
cannot attend Brushfire on Wednesday nights, please just let me know!  He or she 
can still have an art board to work on at home.  
   A huge thank you goes out to our Wednesday night helpers team: Keith Graham,  
Alicia Franciskovich, Courtney Davis, Debbie Allen, Ashton Porter, Darren and Julie 
Barbee, Melita Trousdale, Melinda Hamilton, Lori Hosselton, Linda Schnepper,  
Amanda Dial, Ethan Trousdale and Harrison Arnold.  We could not provide this ministry without you! 
   Our spring sessions are as follows: Jan. 6, 13, 20, Feb. 3, 10, 17, Mar. 3, 10 and 17. Our schedule is three weeks 
in session, then we take the fourth week off. It's a great evening for your kids! 

We are excited to offer Parent Talk 
each Wednesday night this Spring! 
Parent Talk is a place  
for parents to come  
together to discuss  
how to better raise up  
our children to know and serve God  
as they grow. Join us Wednesday  
evenings at 6:00 pm.  We all have one.  Contact Alex Foltz,  

our Next Steps Minister, to discover yours! 
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   Remember reading this in last month’s newsletter:  CHALLENGE:  I want to encourage 
everyone to rise to this challenge.  This year, between now and Christmas, make a Thanks-Living 
Jar.  Each morning, write on a small piece of paper one thing for which you are thankful, maybe two 
if you so desire.  Do this faithfully.  At the end of the year get them out and read them and reflect.  
   Shirley and I did this.  We tended to forget at first, but then got into the groove and added to 
our jar every day.  Toward the end of the month it became easy and something we were looking 
forward to each day.  How is the Lord really at work in our lives today?  Wow!  It makes you stop 
and think.  Some days we could think of several things that happened that day.  This little practice 
made us stop and think each day on the positive when several of these days had plenty of 
negatives in them.  It turned our focus.  It uplifted our spirits in a time when we needed that.   It 
helped us reflect more on the Lord’s goodness and less on what the devil was bringing into each 
day and how messed up our lives are right now.  It made me stop and think, maybe we aren’t as 
messed up as I think. 
   I was more alert to how God was using text messages, phone calls, cards and letters, visits, 
gifts, friends and family to minister to us and bolster our spirits.  I’ve been reminded how rich and 
blessed I truly am.   
   We are going to look through the little pieces of paper on New Years Day.  I’m really looking 
forward to it.  We learned that we chose a jar that wasn’t quite big enough because ours is stuffed 
full of blessings.  But that’s life for a child of God.  He stuffs our lives with more blessing than we 
realize and it takes something like this for us to stop and think and see how He is really at work. 
   This has been an amazing little activity that has blessed us immensely.  I hope you tried 
it.  And if you didn’t in December, here is the challenge for January.  Did you know that January is 
National Thank You Month.  Yep it is.  Get a jar, some small pieces of paper and a pen and rise to 
the challenge of writing down something each day for which you are thankful.  A tremendous 
blessing awaits you.  
   And while you are at it, read Psalm 100 each morning to get you started out on the right 
foot.  Read it and then ask God to help you do it.  It won’t take long, but it just might do wonders for 
your day.  Let it put your mind and heart where they need to be.  Yes, there are a lot of negative 
things in our lives and world right now, and have been all year long.  It’s time to make a step 
forward.  It’s time to focus on something else.  Let’s get our eyes on the real goal in life.  Let’s put 
2020 behind us and get excited about the new days ahead. 
 

                               Still In His Service,    
                               I’m not dead yet and neither are you! 

                                     Ron Payne 

 
 
 

Stewardship: 
 

 
 
 

 

8:30 am                      149 
10:15 am                                95 
Total                         244 
Offering       $6,472.64 
Online giving     4,004.00 
Total       $10,476.64 
 
 
 

 

8:30 am                        149 
10:15 am                                99 
Total                      248 
Offering        $9,974.37 
Online giving  9,184.35 
Total     $19,158.72 
 
 
 

 

8:30 am                        190 
10:15 am               149 
Total                      339 
Offering        $7,676.00 
Online giving  4,864.00 
Total    $12,540.00 
 
 
 

 

8:30 am                        142 
10:15 am               101 
Total                      243 
Offering        $6,949.00 
Online giving  5,990.00 
Total    $12,939.00 

 
 
 

$14,500.00 
 

 

So far, over $40,000 has 
been given towards the 

Legacy Project! We are 
excited to see what God 

has in store for this project! 
  

Thank you for your 
faithful giving!!! 

 

Join Us for either  
of our two Sunday 
Morning Worship  

Services at  
8:30 & 10:15 a.m. 

 

The service can also be 
viewed on Facebook or 
YouTube at 10:15 each! 
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