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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH – BLAIR, NE 
WEDDING POLICIES & PROCEDURES 

 

 

 

Congratulations on your engagement. It is an honor and a privilege to host your wedding 

at Christ Lutheran Church. The purpose of this document is to describe our beliefs 
regarding marriage and to outline our policies regarding wedding ceremonies that we 

officiate. We hope this information will address most if not all your questions regarding 
your upcoming wedding. We encourage you to contact our Pastor or one of our Wedding 

Coordinators with any unanswered questions or concerns that may arise. 

 

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE AND SEXUALITY 
We believe that God wonderfully designed and created each person as male or female. 

These two distinct, complementary sexes together reflect the image and nature of God 

(read Genesis 1:26-27). Rejection of one’s biological sex is a rejection of the image of God 
within that person. 

We believe that the word “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one man and 

one woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture (Genesis 2:18-25). We 

believe that God intends sexual intimacy to occur only between a man and a woman who 
are married to each other (Hebrews 13:4). 

We believe that every person is to be treated with compassion, love, kindness, respect, 

and dignity (Mark 12:28-31; Luke 6:31). Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes 

directed toward any individual are to be rejected and are not in accord with the heart of 
Jesus, Biblical teaching, or the practices of Christ Lutheran Church. 

We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in 

outside of a marriage between a man and a woman. We believe that any form of sexual 

immorality (including adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, 
bestiality, incest, and use of pornography) is sinful and offensive to God (Matthew 

15:18-20; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10). 
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We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake 
their sin, seeking His mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ (Acts 3:19-21; 1 
Corinthians 6:9-11). 

Christ Lutheran Church is a member of Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ 

(LCMC), whose Pastoral Admonition states, "We affirm that God created us male and 
female, and that it is God's will and intention that human sexual expression and 

fulfillment take place only within the boundaries of marriage between one man and one 
woman (Genesis 2:24-25; Matthew 19:4-6; and Mark 10:2-9).” As a member of LCMC, 

Christ Lutheran Church has subscribed to and abides by this Pastoral Admonition. 

We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of Christ Lutheran Church 

as the local Body of Christ, and to provide a biblical role model to Christ Lutheran 
Church’s members and our community, it is imperative that all persons employed by 

Christ Lutheran Church in any capacity, or who serve as volunteers, agree to and abide by 
this Statement on Marriage, Sex, and Sexuality (Philippians 2:14-16;1 Thessalonians 5:22). 

 
MARRIAGES AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH (CLC) 

Marriages at Christ Lutheran Church must be approved by our church’s pastor(s). Other 
ministers participating in the wedding ceremony must be pre-approved by Christ 

Lutheran Church’s pastor(s). 

It is our mission to host a ceremony that reflects biblical principles and sets a solid 

foundation for a Christian marriage. CLC believes marriage is a spiritual event that unites 
one man and one woman in the presence of God. 

 
THE PROCESS FOR SECURING A WEDDING DATE AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1. If you have date in mind, it should be entered as soon as possible on the church 

calendar by the church administrative assistant. 

2. Your date on the church calendar will be confirmed by the pastor(s). 

3. Make an appointment with the Pastor and the Wedding Coordinator to discuss 
particulars of the wedding. 

4. When you and the Pastor have agreed to a date and time and the particulars of the 

ceremony make a deposit of $200 toward the wedding fees. Submit this deposit and the 

Wedding Request Form to the administrative assistant. This will secure the date and time 
for your wedding. 
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The earlier you begin this process, the better! We recommend contacting the church at 
least six months before your anticipated wedding date. 

 

PRE-MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
 
Upon being asked to marry a man and woman, the pastor will facilitate the instruction 
and discussion of the privileges and obligations the bride and groom will assume as 

husband and wife in marriage. The pastor has the responsibility for providing education 
and counsel in preparation for marriage. Some of that responsibility may be delegated to 

other professionals. 

Topics of Discussion Include: 

● Intake Session (personal information and wedding specifics). 

● Biblical Teaching about the Covenant of Marriage. 

● PREPARE - Pre-marriage Preparation Assessment (cost is $35 each) 
Some of the relationship dynamics assessed include communication, conflict 

resolution, financial management, sexuality, and spiritual life. 
Creative, constructive couple exercises are included in the feedback on PREPARE 

results. Light “homework” will be required in this process. 

● Planning the Wedding Ceremony. 
● Resources for future growth and development of the couple relationship. 
● Legal Requirements for marriage in the State of Nebraska. 

 

THE WEDDING CEREMONY 
 
Wedding ceremonies at Christ Lutheran Church honor the true God - Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. There are some elements that are required for a Christian ceremony: 
● Word of God (generally two Bible readings) 
● Brief message from the pastor to the couple and guests 
● The Rite of Marriage: 

Vows 
Exchanging of Rings 
Declaration of Marriage  
Prayers 

 
There is flexibility in planning the wedding ceremony. Couples may share their ideas and 
suggestions with the pastor for approval. Some of the flexible elements include: 
 
● Pre-service and Post-service music 
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● Vocal music to be included 
● Traditional or contemporary vows 
● Ceremony to visually illustrate the “two becoming one.” 

Wedding Candle 
Cord of Three Strands 
Blending of Sand 

● Other suggestions the couple may have 
 
The pastor will have final authority to determine what is and is not included in the 
ceremony. 

 
WEDDING COORDINATOR 
 
Your wedding will be facilitated by our Wedding Coordinator. The ministry of our 
Wedding Coordinator is to come alongside you and your fiancé to ensure your experience 
is enjoyable and your event runs as smoothly as possible. Those using our facilities for 
their ceremony are required to use the CLC Wedding Coordinator who will be a resource 
for any questions that may arise during the engagement regarding building usage and 
other specifics. Our Wedding Coordinator will schedule any additional meetings that may 
be needed to discuss specific plans. The Coordinator will schedule your final walk through 
prior to your wedding day. Our Wedding Coordinator will also be on site for your 
rehearsal and ceremony to handle any building issues that may come up. 
 
Christ Lutheran Church’s Wedding Coordinator oversees all weddings at our church. The 
Coordinator will serve as a liaison with the church staff and will help you apply these 
guidelines as you plan your wedding. 

 
FACILITIES 
 
Marriages are consecrated either in the Chapel or outdoors on the Terrace. Your service 
may be formal or informal. Our Chapel is adequate for a wedding of up to approximately 
160 guests. Seating on the Terrace is unlimited; however, you will be responsible for 
renting seating. 
 
Weddings may be scheduled for various days of the week. Saturday weddings should 
begin no later than 4:00 pm to permit the building to be reset for Sunday morning 
services. A maximum of three hours is allowed for your event; plan to leave before 7:00 
pm. Church facilities are not available on Sundays mornings. 
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There is to be no smoking and no drinking of alcoholic beverages on the church premises, 
inside or outside. Please ask ushers and attendants to help carry out these requests so 
that your guests respect the sacred nature of the ceremony and the dignity of the church. 
 
 

Please care for the church building and leave it in the best possible condition. Encourage your guests do so 

also. Ask your parents, ushers, or best man to assist in communicating these expectations. Rice, 

confetti, or birdseed are not permitted inside or outside the church; we suggest that you use bubbles. 
It is an honor to host your wedding at Christ Lutheran Church. 

MUSIC 
 
CLC has recorded wedding and worship music that can be played before and after the 
service. If you have music that you would like to have played before, during, or after the 
service please discuss your selections with the Pastor and the Wedding Coordinator. 
Since the wedding ceremony is a Christian worship service it is most important that the 
words and music honor God. Recorded music should be presented to the sound 
technician as mp3 or mp4 files on a USB drive. 
 
If you would prefer to use live musicians, please discuss this with your Wedding 
Coordinator. The use of all CLC owned musical instruments by other than CLC musicians 
must be approved by the Minister of Music. The Wedding Coordinator will assist you with 
requests for approval. 

 
SOUND SYSTEM 

The use of a CLC sound technician is required. The Wedding Coordinator will contact the 
technician to verify his/her availability for rehearsal and ceremony times. 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY 
 
Photographers and/or videographers (including family or friends) should not in any way 
detract from the sacredness of the ceremony in their effort to get the perfect shot or 
angle. Flash photography is not permitted during the ceremony. Photographs of the 
wedding party may also be taken before or after the ceremony. The Wedding 
Coordinator will contact your photographer/videographer prior to the ceremony to 
answer any questions they may have regarding church policy and photography/ 
videography. 

 
DECORATIONS 
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Decorations may not be attached to any part of the building by any means that will mar 
the finish or leave a lasting mark. No tacks, pins, nails, scotch tape, or glue may be used. 
Your Wedding Coordinator will recommend methods of attaching bows to the chairs on 
the aisles. Floral arrangements should be in place 90 minutes prior to the ceremony. 
 
Dripless wax or oil candles are recommended. Coverings should be placed beneath wax 
candles to protect tables and floors. 
 
Rented equipment and floral arrangements must be removed the same day as the 
ceremony. 

 
THE WEDDING REHEARSAL 
 
A wedding rehearsal is usually held the day before the ceremony. All members of the 
wedding party should be present. Musicians may rehearse before or after the wedding 
rehearsal or by appointment. 

 
DRESSING ROOMS FOR THE BRIDAL PARTY AND GROOMSMEN 
 
When making your tour of the facility the Wedding Coordinator will show you rooms that 
may be used for the bridal party and the groomsmen for dressing and other 
pre-ceremony preparations. 

 
REHEARSAL DINNERS AND RECEPTIONS AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
The CLC Fellowship Hall is available for rehearsal dinners and receptions. The Fellowship 
Hall will comfortably seat approximately 100 guests. Refreshments should be served by a 
caterer or a volunteer as CLC will not provide kitchen staff. There is absolutely no 
smoking or drinking of alcohol on the church premises. 
 
Twelve circular tables that comfortably seat 8 each are available for your use. Wedding 
parties are expected to setup the tables and chairs and to return them as found at the 
conclusion of the dinner or reception.  
 
CLC provides neither table linen, china, or place settings, nor paper plates, napkins, or 
other disposable items. 
 
The Use of CLC’s kitchen facilities and equipment must be cleared with the Wedding 
Coordinator. 
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Entertainment playlists should be God honoring. 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES AFTER BUILDING USE 
 
It is the responsibility of those using the facility to setup, cleanup, and return the facility 
to the normal setup after the wedding, rehearsal dinner and reception. 
 
These responsibilities include: 
● Removing all decorations following your event. 
● Returning all tables, chairs, and other equipment to their proper places. 
● Returning all rooms to their normal setup. 
● Closing any open windows and doors. 
● Wiping off tables using a mild soap and water solution. 
● Sweeping floors and wiping up any spills.  
● Promptly reporting any damage of equipment or property to the Wedding 

Coordinator. 
● Collecting all garbage into bags and placing them in the dumpster. 
● If using the kitchen, please wash and dry all dishes and utensils that you have used 

and return them to the correct cabinet. 
● Wipe counters and leave the kitchen clean and ready for the next use. Leave used 

dish cloths and towels in the sink. 
● Take leftover food and beverages with you. 
● Custodial services will vacuum the Chapel, lobby area, and Fellowship Hall. They 

will also clean the restrooms. 
● A designated representative of the bride and groom should go through the used 

rooms with the Wedding Coordinator to check for cleanliness, damage, and to 
ensure that the rooms are returned to their original setup. 

 
HONORARIA AND FEES 
 
Honoraria: 
It is customary to thank the officiating pastor and live musicians for their services with 
cash honoraria, the amounts previously agreed upon or at the discretion of the bride and 
groom. Honoraria are usually given by the wedding party to the pastor after the wedding 
rehearsal. Musicians are usually thanked before the wedding ceremony. 

 
Fees: 
Fees cover operational costs of CLC and the services of the Wedding Coordinator, 
sound technician, and custodial services. Fees are to be paid a week before the 

Revised 7.6.2020 



8 
 

wedding rehearsal. One check made payable to Christ Lutheran Church should be 
given to the Administrative Assistant. 
 
Wedding in the Chapel or on the Terrace: 

CLC members: $225 non-members: $325 
 

Fellowship Hall for rehearsal dinner or reception: 
CLC members: free non-members $200 
 

A deposit of $200 is required by all parties when the wedding is scheduled. 
 
An additional sound tech fee may be required for rehearsal dinners and receptions. 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

WEDDING REQUEST FORM 
 

 
 
 
YOUR WEDDING 
 
Approximate number of guests you anticipate will attend: ____________  
 
Please indicate which of the following church facilities you are requesting to be reserved:  
 
☐  Chapel (seats 160) ☐  Terrace 
 
☐  Fellowship Hall (seats 100) 
 
 
Dates Requested:  
 
Wedding Date: __________________________________Time: _________________ 
 
Rehearsal Date: _________________________________ Time: _________________  
 
Rehearsal Dinner ________________________________ Time: _________________ 
☐Catered ☐Pot-luck type ☐ Cake and Punch only 
 
Reception Location: ____________________________________________________ 
☐Catered ☐Pot-luck type ☐ Cake and Punch only  
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
 
We have read the Wedding Policies, we understand this is a building designed for Christian 
worship, and we pledge to abide by the policies of the church.  
 
Date: ____________________  
 
______________________________________________________Signature of the Bride  
 
____________________________________________________ Signature of the Groom  
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BRIDE’S INFORMATION  
 
Bride’s Full Name: ____________________________________________ Age: ________  
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
                         Street Address                                                    City                             Zip Code  
 
E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________  
 
Telephone Numbers: Cell ______________Home ______________ Work ____________ 
 
Church membership: ___________________________________________ 
 
Your Parents’ Names: ______________________________________________________  
 
 
GROOM'S INFORMATION  
 
Groom’s Full Name: ___________________________________________ Age: ________  
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
                         Street Address                                                    City                             Zip Code  
 
E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________  
 
Telephone Numbers: Cell ______________Home ______________ Work ____________ 
 
Church membership: ___________________________________________ 
 
Your Parents’ Names: ______________________________________________________  
 
 
 

For Office Use Only:  
 
Approved by: ________________________________ Date: ______________________  

pastor 
 
CC:  
□ Admin Asst.   □ Wedding Coordinator   □ Treasurer   □ Deposit Amount Paid $_______ 
 

☐ Wedding/Reception Fees Paid 
 
Services scheduled: 
 
□ Minister □ CLC Musicians  
 
□ Wedding Coordinator □ Sound Technician 
 
□ Custodial Services 
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